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BRUNEI 


BRUNEI URGED TO SCHEDULE SIHANOUK VISIT 
BK060949 Hong Kong AFP in English 0909 GMT 6 Feb 84 


[Text] Bangkok, Feb 6 (AFP)--Brunei will ask Cambodian resistance leader 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk to postpone a visit to the oil-rich sultanate until 
after its February 23 independence celebrations, diplomatic sources said 
here today. 


The sources said that Brunei, the sixth and newest member of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), was not able to include the prince on 
its guest list for the celebrations due to already heavy protocol and secu- 
rity demands on the small state which is expecting as many as a dozen heads 
of state. 


Prince Sihanouk said here January 20 that he planned to visit all six ASEAN 
states with the exception of the Philippines before the end of March. 


Sources said that Brunei had yet to fix a date for a possible visit by the 
leader of the Coalition Government of Democratic Kampuchea (CGDK), which 
the United Nations recognises as Cambodia's rightful government. 


Prince Sihanouk arrived in Malaysia yesterday from Thailand. 


ASEAN links Brunei, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Singapore, the Philippines 
and Indonesia. 


CSO: 4200/475 





INDONESIA 


EXPANDED GAMKI CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETS IN JAKARTA 
Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 19 Nov 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Jakarta, 19 November--The Central Executive Committee (DPP) mecting 
of the Indonesian Christian Youth Movement (GAMKI), which was expanded by the 
inclusion of regional leadership committees, met Friday night at the Theolog- 
ical Seminary in Jakarta. 


The meeting is the highest forum after the congress. The forum will run through 
Sunday and will discuss Congress IV, which will take place at the beginning of 
next year. 


Matters under discussion include the Pancasila as the one and only principle 
for socio-political strength and public organization. Also slated for consid- 
eration are organizational consolidation, work programs as well as a plan for 
writing the history of the Christian youth movement in Indonesia. 


FW Raintung STh [expansion unknown], the DPP GAMKI general chairman, explained 
in his opening speech that since it was founded on 4 November 1945, GAMKI has 
pledged itself to promote the ideals contained in the Proclamation of Inde- 
pendence, based on the 1945 Constitution and the Pancasila. Thus, there is no 
difficulty accepting the Pancasila as its one and only principle, he said. 
GAMKI accepts it [the Pancasila] in theory now it only needs to be incorporated 
into GAMKI's statutes. 


Upon hearing the clarification about GAMKI's fundamental use of the Pancasila 
Asst MENPORA [Minister for Youth and Sports] Drs Sunaryo MSc [Master of 
Science], representing the minister, banged the gavel to officially open and 
give the meeting direction before initiating open dialogue. 


In this dialogue, Sunaryo asked GAMKI to "give freely and restrain from asking," 
as is set out in the GAMKI marching song. He also asked that this statement be 
reinforced by example so that GAMKI will always set the example and not ask for 
one from other people. 





The expanded DPP meeting was attended by, among others, regional committee lead- 
ers from the Special District (DIY) of Yogyakarta; from Lampung; from Central 
Kalimantan; from Riau; from North Sulawesi, and from East Java. 


12201 
CSO: 4213/95 2 








INDONESIA 


TRILLIONS OF RUPIAH DISTRIBUTED DURING PELITA 
Surabaya SURABAYA POST in Indonesian 19 Nov 83 p 1 


[Article by Coordinating Minister for Economics, Finance and Industry in 
Surabaya: "13 Trillion Rupiah Have Been Distriputed During This Pelita"] 


[Text] Surabaya--13 trillion rupiah was allocated to the credit sector during 
the entire Pelita (5-year development plan). Of that total, 3.5 trillion 
rupiah was given to small and mid-sized businesses. This fact indicates that 
the government is giving a great deal of attention to small to mid-sized oper- 
ations. 


Thus it was stated by the Coordinating Minister for Economics, Finance and 
Industry [MENKO EKUIN], Prof Dr Ali Wardhana, when he spoke during the official 
opening of the BNI (Bank Negara Indonesia) 1946 building Saturday afternoon. 


He also noted that the effects of the world recession were very strongly felt 
by the Indonesian economy. This was especially true for Pelita III, now near- 


ing completion. 


He emphasized that for the upcoming Pelita IV, especially in its first year, 
the effects of the recession will not differ greatly from previous years. 


To overcome the ill effects of the recession, the government took positive 
steos in 1983 (the 1 June 1983 package), which caused Indonesia's position not 
to be as bas as other couxtries which have also been hit by the recession. 


"However, in this particular situation, it's not necessary to tighten our 
belts, but we must continue to develop even better than before," he said. 


All development sectors have been administered to during the Pelita, he con- 
tinued, including economics, finance, and industry, service, communications, 
and the like. He pointed out that the world bank has played a large role in 
administering to these sectors. 


Moreover, to administer to these sectors under the upcoming Pelita IV, an 
increase in activity is still needed. The results from Pelita III, however, 
provide a strong foundation from which to work from. Increasing these efforts 
requires funds, including contributions from the people. The MENKO EKUIN ex- 
plained his wish for the role of the World Bank in stimulating contributions 
from the people to become larger since the contribution required for development 
will be even greater. . 

12201 

CSO: 4213/95 

















KAMPUCHEA 


KANDAL PROVINCE AGRICULTURAL OUTPUT, COOPERATIYIZATION NOTED 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 17 Dec 83 p 2 
[Article by Duy Thinh: "A Visit At Kandal"] 


[Text] Leaving the capital of Phnom Penh, our car entered the limits of Kandal 
province. On bicycles or on hooked carriages (bicycles with small trailers that 
can carry approximately 10 persons), Cambodian peasants in colorful clothes, 
traveled the busy paved roads. On both sides of the roads, stretched young 
paddy fields that promised a good harvest and unending lines of sugar palm trees. 


Kandal, in the Cambodian language, means “in the middle". This province sur- 
rounds Phnom Penh capital. This is a delta area fertilized by the alluvions 
of the Mekong River and is one of the most important economic centers of 
Cambodia. Besides rice, this area can also grow corn, beans, tobacco, vege- 
tables, and develop animal husbandry and fishing. According to old statistics, 
in the autumn harvest of 1970-71, agricultural production of Kandal reached a 
record: 113,600 hectares of rice with an output of 1.4 ton per hectare. But 
after nearly 4 years under the genocidal regime, the Pol Pot clique engaged 

in large-scale murder of the people, in transferring Kandai inhabitants to other 
provinces and vice-versa, in destroying production materials and housing, there- 
fore causing a great part of the fields to be left uncultivated. Many families 
did not have any cattle, a tractor or a house left. Because of that, after the 
7 January 1979 victory that toppled the genocidal regime, the prime duty of the 
revolutionary government of Kandal Province was to quickly push away famine, 

to stabilize the people's lives, and to promote agricultural production. With 
an overwhelming cffort of the farmers, the whole province recovered in 1979 and 
has transplanted 34,000 hectares of rice, reaching an average of 1.15 ton 

per hectare. In 1982, the rice-planted area increased to 84,520 hectares, with 
an output of 1.35 ton per hectare. In the dry season earlier this year, the 
whole province cultivated 32,000 hectares of rice, reaching an output of 1.8 
ton per hectare, and in the rainy season it cultivated about 60,000 hectares 
of rice. Therefore, although the cultivated area for the entire year did not 
reach former records, it nearly equaled that of regular years while giving a 
higher output. 


Comrade Uech Don, deputy chief of the Kandal Agriculture Service told us: "The 
single fact that our province restored such a large rice-planted area has been 
a predominant achievement in the past 5 years. Last year, food allocation per 
capita was 200 kg. But besides paddy, there was an additional 3% kg of 








miscellaneous grains per capita. The whole province had 154,000 cows, 56,000 
water buffaloes and 70,000 hogs. Every year, we caught 11,000 tons of various 
fish. That did not include palm sugar production. We are planning to increase 
food allocation to 300-350 kg per capita in the next few years." 


Before, 85 percent of the farmers worked for landlords. Many of the latter 
owned hundreds of hectares of farm fields. In times just prior to new crop 
harvests, the Kandal citizen had to borrow one and pay three. When the harvest 
came and after paying off the debts, he did not have much left and therefore 
was short of food and clothes all year round. After the liberation, farm fields 
returned to the farmers’ ownership. Carrying out the right policy of the 
Government of the People's Republic of Cambodia, farmers of the entire province 
volunteered to join the united production teams. Each team comprised 10-15 
families; its production materials were community property; the farmers’ work 
was collectivized and the division of farm products was based on work and days 
worked. By mid-1983, the whole province had 11,485 production solidarity teams, 
with 94 percent of the farmers joining. 


The agricultu™al sector of Kandal gave special attention to the restoration and 
development of the irrigation system. At many places, farmers had to focus on 
repairing ditches and canals that were dug against specifications under the 

Pol Pot regime and at the same time, had to build new irrigation and draining 
systems. In the past few years, agricultural techniques were disseminated to 
farmers. Said Comrade Uech Don: "Before, a certain number of techniques were 
disseminated by technicians but primarily to rich people, never to farmers, under 
Pol Pot, farmers had to eat diluted rice gruel and sometimes went to work hungry 
so let's not talk about learning new farming techniques." Only under the new 
regime, have agricultural techniques really been conveyed to the larger popu- 
lation. Cadres of the provincial Agriculture Service went to villages to teach 
the correct use of fertilizers, new transplanting methods and the use of chem 
icals for insect and rat eradication. Normally, agricultural techniques were 
disseminated at a certain number of places. Thereafter, farmers from elsewhere 
visited those places, learned the experience and applied it in their production 
areas. In Kandal, a new breed of rice, the IR36, was especially planted on over 
12,000 hectares, giving an average yield of 2.66 ton per hectare in the begin- 
ning. But the output was even higher in several other villages. 


We left the city, drove through the Phnom Penh capital and arrived at Phnom 
Penh district of Kandal province, an area first to try the new IR36 rice with 
good results. Before, this district's rice output never passed over 1.2 ton 

per hectare. After the liberation, the four villages of Bang Thun, Cranmaca, 
Preh Kouch and Dong Hach tested the IR36 rice and harvested from four to six 
tons per hectare. Encouraged by the initial results, all the 16 villages of the 
district have planted this kind of rice. In 1982, the IR36-planted area of the 
whole district was 610 hectares, out of a total of 8,800 rice-planted hectares 
of the whole province. This year, the IR36-planted area has doubled. 


At the village of Kok Popen (Phnom Penh district), where the IR36 rice gave 
an output of 6 tons per hectare and where annual food allocation was 935 kg 
per capita, we visited the house of Mrs Phuong Moan, 54 years old. In the 

house, aside a new bicycle, was a large bin containing more than a ton of 











paddy. She had also a floor of breeder hogs, four flocks of chickens, one 
flock of ducks and a cow. Holding a “Kampuchea " newspaper, she touchingly 
stated: “My family only has three members at present: my husband, me and a 
nephew. Our only son was murdered by the Pol Pot men. Owing to the revolu- 
tionary government and the production solidarity teams, our family life has 
gradually stabilized and prospered. After the genocide tragedy, and from the 
time our family returned to this village with only a canvas shoulder bag con- 
taining a few clothes, we have acquired a quite decent outfit. Each year, 

my husband only has to climb three sugar palm trees to get over a 100 kg of 
sugar for our use. Early this year, I and he also have wriggled out of 
illiteracy." 


9548 
CSO: 4209/137 





KAMPUCHEA 


KAMPONG SOM PORT DEVELOPMENT NOTED 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 3 Jan 84 p 3 


{[Article: “The New Face of Kampong Som Port District To Welcome the Fifth An- 
niversary of the PRK National Day, 7 January 1979 to 7 January 1984") 


[Text] Kampong Som Port is southwest of Phnom Penh Capital, and it is a 
strategic economic district. It was in the same situation as the other dis- 
tricts throughout the nation under the genocidal Pol Pot-Ieng Sary-Khao Samphan 
regime. In other words, its socioeconomic structure has been completely de- 
stroyed. 


Kampong Som Port used to serve only one purpose, that of transporting the wea- 
pons that the Chinese reactionaries sent to the Pol Pot-Ieng Sary-Kheo Samphan 
groups to kill the kampuchean people and to fight against Vietnam. The savage 
deeds of these murderers went on up to the last minutes. Industrial factories 
of the district, from electricity plants and oil refineries to hotels, theaters, 
and banks were destroyed, and workers lost their lives. However, not many 
months after the liberation of 26 August 1979 Kampong Som District was reborn 
by the arrival of the transport ship (Song Chu) from the SRV carrying 2,300 
tons of rice and the (Okhotsk) from the USSR with 5,358 tons of rice at the 
port to rescue the Kampuchean people from the starvation caused by the Pol Pot 
regime. 





Later, a number of Kampuchean port workers were trained through assistance 
from teams of Vietnamese and Soviet experts. After 5 years of work they were 
able to transport a total of 768,500 tons of goods, including 24,500 tons of 
imported goods. This is one thing that has gradually stabilized the living in 
this port district. (Prainop), an agricultural district of Kampong Som Pro- 
vince, which has 1,100 hectares of cultivation area in 1979, has been expanded 
[to] 14,500 hectares now, and the cultivation have been improved unceasingly. 
There are 12,000 cattle and many hundreds of thousands of pigs and poultry. 





Another satisfactory success in Kampong Som Port District is fishing. Fisher- 
men have organized a solidarity unit consisting of many hundreds of fishing 
boats that were able to catch 800 tons in 1983. Part of this was sent to be 
sold in the market in Phnom Penh. Moreover, the Kampong Som Provincial area 
are abundant in natural resources and valuable wood. In the past years tree- 
cutting was also involved in saving capital for the government. The 











construction of a plant for producing earthenware and of oil storage tanks 
where the raw materials were from the USSR and the SRV has just recently been 
completed. The construction of a Soviet-aided 3,400 kw electricity plant is 
underway, and is expected to start producing electricity in April 1984. 


Kampong Som has a total of 13,190 students, two hospitals, two small hospitals, 
19 public health units, and one pharmaceutical plant with 123 workers. 


Now there is an atmosphere in which all parties, all armies, and the masses 

are getting ready to celebrate the fifth anniversary of PRK National Day. The 
people of Kampong Som are actively decorating their district and are also 
emulating each other to score more achievements as proud gifts for National Day 
on 7 January 1984. 


9884 
CSO: 4206/64 








KAMP UCHEA 


ARAB CORRESPONDENT CITED ON PRK MUSLIMS 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 28 Dec 83 p 2 


[Article: "A New Life for Muslims in Kampuchea; Greeting the Fifth Anniversary 
of PRK National Day"] 


[Text] (Jiddik Taudi), special correspondent and assistant chairman of the 
Islamic development bank whose office is in Jiddah, Saudi Arabia, has visited 
the PRK three times since the overthrow of the Pol Pot regime by the Kampuchean 
people on 7 January 1979. He wrote in the INSTITUTE OF MUSLIM MINORITY AFFAIRS 
newspaper that "two-thirds or three-fourths of the Muslims in Kampuchea were 
killed either individually or in groups for only one reason: the were 
Islamic." 


Seventy present of the 800,000 Islamics in Kampuchea were murdered by the 
genocidal Pol Pot clique. Of over 100 mosques only 20 remain. (Jiddik) 
visited a mosque on the outskirts of Phnom Penh District, where he met a number 
of Muslims who went to pray on Friday. A 13-year old child told him about how 
cruel and savage the Pol Pot regime was. Previously Kampuchea had 500 high- 
level medical doctors, but after the Pol Pot regime only 40 are left, including 
Muslim doctor (Misameudi) who is now the director of the medical science 
institute in Phnom Penh. The (Onsleng Plain) is another symbol of the savage 
sacrifice of the lives of the Kampuchean people, including many Muslims. 


This entire tragedy was really caused by the Red Khmer. The Muslims in 
Kampuchea were forced to speak their language and to dress according to their 
custom. They were forbidden to practice [Islam] and the mosques were burned 
down. They were also forced to eat pork. The ways in which the Red Khmer 
killed the Muslims were most savage, e.g., burning them alive, scalding them, 
and tying them with stones and drowning them. Small children were suffocated 
in tightly closed plastic bags. 


Right and justice has once again returned to the land of Angkor. In the past 
five years the PRK government has wiped out the genocidal minority policy of 

the Pol Pot clique. The government has announced a policy of cooperation based 
on freedom of beief so that different ethnic groups will be able to broaden 
their participation to do their best in constructing and developing the country, 
instead of opposing and killing each other. According to the first paragraph 
of article 5 of the constitutional laws of the PRK: "the government carried 














out a policy of solidarity and freedom among the ethnic groups who live 
Kampuchean society. All ethnic groups must love and help each other. A 
divisions which cause disunity are forbidden. Language and [literature] ~.. 
minority cultures must be respected. The government has been examining the 
ability of the minorities to [attain an equal level], attentively encourages 
their economies, and expands education, culture, social activities, public 
health, and communications in mountainous and remote areas." 


Because of the new laws the standard of living of the Muslims and other ethnic 
groups in the PRK has been changed for the better. They have been receiving 
assistance from the government materially and spiritually for their rebirth, 
their living, and social development. As ethnic minority groups they have 
representatives in the local administrative machinery, in national councils, 
and in independent fronts for national defense and national construction. 

They have the right to send their children to schools at home and abroad. This 
demonstrates the significance of the correct and just policies of the party and 
government of the PRK. 
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KAMPUCHEA 


BURGEONING WEAPONS TRAFFICKING NOTED AMONG BORDER MILITARY FACTIONS 
Bangkok MATUPHUM in Thai 9 Jan 84 pp l, 16 
[Article: "20 Traffickers in Aranyaprathet Peddling Khmer Guns to ‘Bo-mya'"] 


[Text] In a vigorous illegal weapons trade on the Khmer border Khmer-Vietnamese 
soldiers are peddling large quantities of guns for 1,000 baht apiece. The 
police chief inspector of the town of Aranyaprathet claims they are destined 

to be purchased by the Bo-mya group in Mae Sot. 


Police Lt Colonel Kongkiat Sangchareun, provincial police chief inspector of 
Aranyaprathet district, Prachinburi province, in his capacity as head of the 
Center for Vietnamese Refugee Affairs in Aranyaprathet, revealed that there 

are two important problems now facing Aranyaprathet. The first is the problem 
of crime and narcotics. Another important problem is the illicit weapons trade. 


Police Lt Colonel Kongkiat revealed that the weapons trade is a great problem 
because of the black markets in border areas. There are now Khmer soldiers of 
all factions: the tripartite [coalition] and Heng Samrin factions as well as 
Vietnamese soldiers, who are increasingly lacking in discipline. They have 
M16 and AK-47 rifles, hand grenades and RPG's for sale in abundance and at 
cheap prices. For example, a weapon goes for two wristwatches or 1,000 baht. 


The police chief inspector of Aranyaprathet also said that there are about 20 
Thai merchants who purchase these weapons in Aranyaprathet and nearby districts 
and that now the police have a complete list of names. They make no claim as 
to whether all twenty of these people work together as a movement although it 
is certain that there are contacts and coordination among them. The places 
they take [the guns] to sell include the Burmese border area in the vicinity of 
Mae Sot. 


"These people buy them cheaply for 1,000 baht but take them to Mae Sct and sell 
them for as much as 6,000 baht," the police chief inspector of Aranyaprathet 
said. He said that the group that buys them are the Karen group of General 
Bbo-mya. "It is considered certain that these guns reach his hands." Police 
Lt Colonel Kongkiat repeated. 


About the problem of suppression, the police chief of Aranyuprathet said that 


this is a tremendous problem and that the police are therefore working very 
hard. Must of the trade and transport takes place at night, a time which the 


1l 








police can patrol inside city limits only. Outside city limits they are unable 
to do so because those are curfew zones and the police must ask permission from 
the military to enter. Even if the military allows them to enter, they would 
probably be too late and these merchants can operate freely. 


Police Lt Colonel Kongkiat also said that in the area of Nam Sai Canal at Ban 
Thap Phrik on the border, at a great distance from where the Thai soldiers are 
stationed, Khmer robbers always come in and steal the property of Thai villagers. 
And there has been a group of individuals who are the power behind the group 

of weapons merchants. This group has claimed that they are representing the 
anger of the villagers who stage raids into Kampuchean territory. They actually 
are there to purchase or steal weapons. 


About the problem of crime, the police chief of Aranyaprathet revealed that it 
is a result of the illicit heroin traffic from Bangkok, mostly by people 
traveling in tour buses. These narcotics bring about crimes, both brawls and 
robberies. 


MATUPHUM reporters reporting from Aranyaprathet said on the morning of the 8th 
that Squadron Leader Prasong Sunsiri, secretary-general of the National Security 
Council, will go with a committee on an inspection tour of the Kampuchean re- 
fugees at a new location in the vincinity of Nong Samet village, south of Ta 
Phraya District, called “Camp Ritthisen."” It was first put to use last 

27 December, following preparations that had begun in July. There are now 
50,000 refugees there. 


Squadron Leader Prasong told reporters that the Khmer people nave a better 
livelihood. There is good order and houses are being constructed in a syste- 
matic way. 


About the general situation at the present time, the secretary-general of the 
National Security Council said that Task Force 80 and the Thahan Phran irregulars 
have been performing their usual duties in watching over the border areas where 
refugees are living, and that if those refugees are attacked or given trouble 

by the Vietnamese, Thailand is ready to open the way for them to pour into the 
country. 


The secretary-general of the National Security Council said that there is now 
a plan ready for accepting refugees. 


Mr Thou Thon, the civilian leader of Camp Ritthisen, told MATUPHUM that the 
people living in the camp had migrated earlier from the area of Oddar Meanchey, 
Siem Reap, Battambang, and Preah Vihear provinces, with an average of 2,000 
people per month joining the camp. This past December Vietnam-Heng Samrin 
regime closed off emigration and only very few have been able to sneak out. 


In any case, Mr Thou Thon said that Camp Ritthisen has prepared a system to 
protect the safety of refugees by setting out a military force deep in 
Kampuchean territory, one to five kilometers from the camp. In addition, they 
are digging bunkers in preparation for Vietnamese artillery attacks so the 
people won't suddenly have to disperse and flee again. 
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FAMPUCHEA 


PRK HOSPITALS, MEDICAL CARE REVIEWED 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 5 Jan 84 p 3 


{[Article: ‘PRK Public Health Achievements to Welcome the Fifth National Anni- 
versary of the PRK, 7 January 1979 to 7 Janiary 1984") 


[Text] In the 5-year period since the national liberation on 7 January 1979, 
public health and other work in the People's Republic of Kampuchea (PRK) have 
changed substantially. The success of the public health network expansion is 
very obvious in comparison with the period prior to the liberation. 


Previously it was 3 years, 8 months, and 20 days when the genocidal Pol Pot- 
leng Sary-Kheo Samphan obedient minions of the Beijing expansionists had turned 
Kampuchea into a land of sorrow and a sea of bloodshed and tears. Ninety per- 
cent of the various levels of hospitals and doctors were eliminated. Treatment 
and disease examination was done only in the big districts, and remote rural 
areas were neglected. At the beginning of the liberation there were only 35 
percent of the canton-level hospitals. Now there are 1,358 hospitals in 1,324 
cantons throughout the nation. These are hospitals with 3 to 5 beds and with 

5 to 7 medical cadres. 


The public health network has also been progressing rapidly on the district 
level. In 1983 in 129 districts there were 130 hospitals with 30 to 50 beds 
regularly engaged in the examination and treatment of diseases. They are 
mostly combating contagious diseases, taking care of mothers and children, and 
producing medicine for treating disease on the average in 46 percent of the 
district hospitals. They were able to set up skin disease suppression, TB 
[tuberculosis], and malaria units in 63 percent [of the hospitals]. Besides 
this, in order to improve and expand the public health network, (Rattanakhiri) 
Province, Khiri Precinct and Siem Riep-(Ottamanchi) were also able to open 
their own medical training school resulting in a totai of over 13,000 cadres 
in the public health network today. They were trained in specialized tasks in 
the Institute of Medical Science and Pharmacy of Phnom Penh and at provincial 
mid-level medical schools. Thus, in the past 5-year period there were 130 
high-level medical doctors with diplomas, 141 pharmacists, 13 dentists, 205 
assistant doctors, and over 800 midwives. In 8 large hospitals the number of 
beds increased by 214 in comparison with that for 1982, and by 995 beds in 
comparison with the first year of the liberation. These demonstrate the pro- 
vision for treatment and disease examination throughout. Pharmaceuticals 














are veing steadily and efficiently improved. For serum production alone, pro- 
duction of 450,000 liters per year is assured. As for medicine, in the past 5 
years it can be said that the production of medicine met our needs, a total of 
700 tons. This year in particular 190 tons were produced, whereas it was only 
3[6] tons in 1979. 


Despite this satisfactory success, because of the great concern of the revolu- 
tionary administration whose aim is to expand the public health network to 
distant rural areas and to serve the people in remote areas all over, the 
government sent a total of nearly 2,000 specialized task cadres and students 
who are now studying abroad in fraternal socialist countries, that is, Vietnam, 
the USSR, the GDR, the CSSR, Cuba, Hungary, Bulgaria, etc. 
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VIENTIANE CAPITAL ADMINISTRATOR NOTES SECURITY, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 3 Dec 83 pp 2-4 


[Speech by Mr Khambou Southisai, a member of the Party Central Committee and 
chairman of the Vientiane Capital Administrative Committee, at the Eighth 
National Day Celebrations on 3 December (Vientiane, 2 December 1983) ]} 


[Excerpts] The people of Vientiane Capital are very happy and proud of the 
great victory scored by the Lao people, who went through a terrible war against 
the imperialist aggressors and their lackeys, a war that lasted several decades. 
Since then, Vientiane Capital has been given the great honor of being the capital 
of the Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, which is building anew life and building 
socialism in our beloved land. 


During the past 8 years, carrying out the two strategic tasks of defending 

the country and building socialism within the progressive system and perforn- 
ing the new tasks, the people of Vientiane Capital, like other people in the 
country, have experienced various difficulties--for example, the battle against 
the enemy and the struggle between the two "who will defeat who" paths of 
capitalism and socialism, which have undergone great changes. 


Our enemies are the expansionists, the Beijing big-power expansionists who are 
cooperating with the American imperialists and other reactionaries. They are 
using terrible tricks to block our revolutionary progress. They hope to 
weaken and finally topple us and take over the country and then march into 
Vietnam and Kampuchea. 


Under the light of the resolution of the Third Party Congress and the 
resolutions of the Party Center of the Political Bureau, with the guidance 
of the secretary~general of the Party Center and with the help of the 
ministries and sectors concerned, the provinces, the fraternal socialist 
countries, the capital cities of friendly countries such as Hanoi and our 
allies throughout the world, the people of Vientiane Capital have improved 
on their wonderful foundations, united all the classes, tried to overcome 
all the obstacles and difficulties, mobilized the revolutionary masses 
broadly and resolutely and scored praiseworthy results on many fronts. 


As for defending the country and maintaining order, the armed forces and 
people of Vientiane Capital have constantly been on the alert, and they 
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have had high revolutionary awareness. They have made preparations to 

handle any situation, deal with any enemy action and defend the western 
border, which runs for several hundred kilometers. They have stopped and 
destroyed the exiled reactionary forces and infiltrators who have come to carry 
on psychological warfare operations and activities destructive to economic and 
political life here. They have also maintained order and protected the foreign 
visitors who have come here. They have provided protection at large meetings, 
particularly at the Third Party Congress, at the Indochina Summit Conference 
and at the First Congress of the Lao Revolutionatry Youth Association. They 
have also helped organize international conferences and various religious 
ceremonies. All of the cadres, soldiers and people in Vientiane Capital and 
throughout the country have participated in these activities. The party and 
state value them highly and have given them much praise. 


On the economic combat front, the production movement has expanded and scored 
praiseworthy results. The living conditions of the people have gradually 
been improved. 


Concerning agriculture, for example, people in many localities have been 
mobilized and organized to carry on agriculture in various forms. At present, 
there are 103 agricultural cooperations in Vientiane Capital. Among these are 
units that are carrying on production and management activities in a satis- 
factory manner. For example, the Don Khu Agricultural Cooperative in 
Hatsaifong District and the Kao Lieo Agricultural Cooperative in Sikhouttha- 
bong District have improved in many ways. For example, they are engaged in 
intensive agriculture and are raising more livestock. Representatives from 
many localities in the country and foreign visitors have come and praised 
their efiorts. 


Formerly, concerning agricultural irrigation, we achieved good results. Now 
in every district in the capital, dry-seaon rice cultivation has expanded 
rapidly. In Sikhoutthabong, Hatsaifong and other districts, during the 
1983-1984 dry season, the irrigation forces are carrying on summer-season 
production activities at a rapid pace. It is estimated that this year's dry- 
season rice yield will hit the targets stipulated. Intensive agriculture has 
been expanded. For example, the Don Khu Agricultural Cooperative has had 
greater yields than other units. During the dry season, it produced 4 tons 
vf rice per hectare. During the second rice-growing season, yields reached 

7 tons per hectare. These are very high yields for Vientiane Capital. 


On the industrial front, we have given attention to improving the plants and 
factories in the capital. Good management has enable the work to proceed well. 


On the trade front, we have tried to establish and increase the number of 
trade organizations, overcome the obstacles and improve distribution in order 
to improve the living conditions of the people, cadres, state employees, 
soldiers and police so that their lives gradually return to normal. As 
compared with last year, new state and cooperative trade organizations have 
been established in many places in order to serve the people on a more 
widespread basis. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, in order to build on our past achievements and satisfy 
the requirements of the new tasks in accord with the spirit of the resolution 
of the Political Bureau and the order of the Office of the Secretary-General 

on improving and building Vientiane Capital, Premier Kayson Phomvihan gave a 
speech to the cadres of Vientiane Capital stating that we must unite our 
forces and thoughts in order to build Vientiane Capital and make it a socialist 
capital that is strong on all fronts. We must be strong politically and strong 
in defending the nation and maintaining order. There must be economic pros- 
perity and cultural and social progress. These tasks are very heavy but 
people can take great pride in then. 


Next year, 1984-1985, we must make a great effort to carry out the four major 
tasks. 


We must provide more training concerning the lines and policies of the party 
concerning class stability, being allies and enemies and showing patriotism. 
We must improve the political foundations and improve and reform the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat so that we can become the masters of and defend our 
socialist society. Above all, the present task is to improve and build 
Vientiane Capital in accord with the resolutio of the Political Bureau of the 
Party Central Committee. 


In order to better defend the nation and maintain order, we must mobilize 

the people to carry out these tasks together, preserve social order and main- 
tain safety for the organization and make preparations to fight and fight well 
to block and eliminate any enemy action aimed at destroying us or formenting a 
rebellion. 


We must elevate the production forces and gradually improve the living 
conditions of the people, cadres, soldiers, state employees and laborers. 
We must try to improve and build up the economy so that there is continuous 
progress on the socialist path. 


We must continually work to eliminate the remnants of the old culture, prevent 
a revival of the old evil culture, build a new culture and build the new 
socialist man of our socialist capital. We must create a completely new 
appearance for Vientiane Capital. 


In carrying out these tasks, we will encounter many difficulties and obstacles 
caused by both internal and external factors resulting from enemy activities. 


In general, our country, including Vientiane Capital, is an important target 
of the Chinese expansionists, the imperialists and the other reactionaries. 
They are trying to destroy our country on several fronts. Thus, the fight 
between us and the struggle between the two paths will be very violent. 


However, even though we have many problems that must be solved and even though 
we have many weaknesses, we also have basic advantages. Any many new factors 
have arisen that will enable us to carry out the immediate and long-term tasks. 


In order to complete satisfactorily the glorious tasks entrusted to us by the 
party and the state, we must now build a strong base, start many movements and 
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emulate with each other in order to complete the tasks of the final 3 months 
of 1983. These tasks include harvesting the rice, collecting taxes, increas- 
ing dry-season yields, carrying on irrigation vork, planting dry-season rice 
in accord with the plans that have been made, quickly reforming the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat, defending the nztion and maintaining order in the 
localities. The main production units must ensure that things are carried 
out well. At the same time, ve must resolutely improve the education, 
cultural, arts and literature, physical education and public health movements. 
This must be done in order to score achievements in commemoration of the 35th 
anniversary of the foundirg of the Lao Army on 10 January 1984 and other 
important events. 


An important task of Vientiane Capital is to continue improving the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat at the capital, district and primary levels and 
finally at the village level. The offices, schools and hospitals must be 
greatly improved. The work must be divided into states, and suitable work 
methods must be formulated by adhering to the principle of the party leaders, 
the state administers and the people are masters. Efficiency in providing 
leadership and organizing this must be increased. And real action mst be 
taken in order to complete the political, military, economic, cultural and 
social tasks that have been entrusted to us. 


We must improve national defense, maintain order and buiid up mass movements 
to have the poeple participate in carrying out these tasks. We must increase 
the work of the local soldiers, guerrilla militia and self-defense forces and 
ensure that the national defense tasks [are carried out]. We must maintain 
order in Vientiane Capital, the districts and the primary bases, and foil all 
the destructive actions of the enemy. 


We must make an effort to build and expand the economy and stimulate agricul- 
ture, forestry, industry and handicrafts production in order to fulfill the 
plans. We must try to become self-sufficient in food and increase yields 

in order to have sufficient goods for the consumers and for exports. 


We must continue to improve the agricultural and marketing cooperatives so 
that the state and cooperative economies continually expand, which will help 
improve the national economy. We must expand communications and control the 
markets. 


We must make an effort to improve the living conditions of the people, soldiers, 
cadres, state employees and laborers so that their lives gradually improve. 
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LAOS 


INDUSTRY VICE-MINISTER DISCLOSES INVESTMENTS, ORGANIZATION, PRODUCTION 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 29 Dec 83 p 2 


{Interview with Mr Ki Thoumphala, vice-minister of Industry, Handicrafts, and 
Forestry, date and place not specified] 


[Text] The Ministry of Industry, Handicrafts, and Forestry has an important 
role in the economic construction of our socialist nation. It is organized 

from the center down to the localities. Now it has 14 departments, 13 companies, 
and state enterprises, factories, schools, and different units in which each 

has its own trade union consisting of one trade union federation branch com- 
mittee 16 base units, and a total of 3,525 members. 


In order to carry out the party line set at the 3rd LPx” congress in which we 
must gradually convert to industry and take socialist industry as a central 
duty of the transitional period in order to expand production and unceasingly 
construct and improve the relations between socialist production. In order 

to carry out the party's views concerning the economic structure of our country, 
we must combine agriculture, forestry, and industry from the beginning, and it 
must start from the base level. At the same time, we must unanimously carry 
out the technical policy. 


To carry out the direction and views of the past 8 years the party Central 
Committee and the government has invested over 170 million dollars for industry 
and forestry production, including capital to expand 52 industrial projects, 
and 15 forestry and forest industry projects. These figures do not include 
domestic capital. 


The year 1983 in particular marks the halfway point for the first 5-year plan 
of the government. The Ministry of Industry, Handicrafts, and Forestry strove 
to carry out the expected figures for the 1983 plan. In the first 9 months 

of 1983 it completed 62.93 percent of the plan. By the end of 1983 it is 
expected to be able to carry out 91.81 percent of the plan, which would exceed 
the actual plan for 1982 by 18.30 percent. The details for each production 
section are given below. 


The electric energy production section is expected to exceed the 1983 plan by 
8.31 percent. Mining production exceeded that for 1982 by 19.53 percent; chem- 
ical industry production exceeded that for 1982 by 11.77 percent; metal manu- 
facturing and repair will exceed that for 1982 by 19.49 percent; tree-cutting 
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and manufacturing will exceed that for 1982 by a factor of 1.7; light industry 
is 9.04 percent over that for 1982; and the refreshment manufacturing industry 
is expected to produce beer and soft drinks by 100 percent of the plan. 


We can conclude that the output of industrial products, handicrafts, and 
forestry in 1983 has been increased at a good pace, and it exceeded that for 
1982 by 18.30 percent. 


Generally speaking, the production achieved in the past years was because of 

the primary forces which are the mass organizations and trade unions, especially 
throughout the ministry that has been taking part in supporting, organizing, 

and implementing the policies of the party and government which have become 
fruitful. 
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LAOS 


EDITORIAL CALLS WET RICE CROP POOR, URGES DRY SEASON CROP 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 21 Dec 83 pp l, 3 
[Editorial: "Promote Dry Season Production" ] 


[Text] In general this year's wet rice production by our farmers was good in 
many places, and the production capacity was increased. However, in many 
places the crops were not as good because of natural disasters; the drought 
either delayed the plowing from being done on time for the season or prevented 
the entire area from being planted. This caused our rice production to be not 
very good when compared with that of past years. 


Therefore, when the harvest season is finished, in order to compensate for the 
damage caused by the natural disasters, and to struggle to meet the goal in 
food supply production for 1983-84 set by the party and government, all of our 
farmers must quickly plant various food plants such as corn, soybeans, mung 
beans, sesame, manioc, sweet potatoes, etc., as much as possible in high and 
low farm land and along rivers. This is to increase the production of the food 
supply to feed the markets and to fight against starvation. 


Another central problem of dry-season production is dry season cultivation. In 
the last dry season many localities, agricultural settlements, and agricultural 
co-ops widely engaged in dry-season rice-growing. The production capacity 
dramatically exceeded that for wet rice cultivation. Learning from this les- 
son, this year we will increase the mobilization of the masses to take part in 
engaging in dry season rice-growing over a broader scope than before. 


Growing dry-season rice effectively, widely, and in time for the season is im- 
portant for increasing the income for farmers and for our annual production. 
For this reason, all localities, provinces, agricultural settlements, and agri- 
cultural co-ops must be well-prepared and start to work quickly on dry-season 
rice farming wherever it is possible, e.g., on flatland with an assured irriga- 
tion system, irrigation ditches, in low land where there is water all year round, 
and in places where it was done in past years. What we should avoid is dry- 
season rice farming scattered wherever we want, otherwise we will gain in the 
process but lose production, costing the government energy, materials, and 
money. We must mobilize the people to engage in dry-season rice farming where 
it is possible and at the least cost while still being fruitful. 
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If we want to accomplish this it is important to prepare very well. The sec- 
tions concerned are officials from the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation, and 
Agricultural Co-ops and different provinces, who should carefully inspect the 
actual situation in the areas of their responsibility in order to know whether 
or not there is sufficient water for dry-season rice growing, or if there is a 
need to prepare water pumping machinery and oil for pumping water into the rice 
fields. However, this must be done in a very limited fashion so that it will 
not increase the expenses that might cause the price of rice to rise. Then 
they should quickly organize and mobilize the farmers to do dry seascn rice 
farming wherever it is possible, and also carefully help them with techniques, 
seedlings, and different necessary tools and pesticides in order to help them 
get started in growing dry-season rice on time for the season. 


Leading cadres of all levels, and agricultural service officials in all local- 
ities and in all provinces should take the crop and dry-season rice growing as 
their own central duty throughout the dry season. All localities and provinces 
should check this work again to see how far it is being carried out. They should 
be responsible for their own duty. Taking the advancement of dry-season produc- 
tion lightly will greatly affect the direction of being self-sufficient set by 
the party and government. On the other hand, if any provinces carry it out well 
it not only will demonstrate their understanding of the policy of the party 

and government concerning food production, but it will also enable them to be 
self-sufficient in terms of the food supply, and also to gradually raise the 
standard of living for cadres, the military, and ethnic groups in their local- 
ities. 
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LAOS 


EDITORIAL HAILS RICE PURCHASES, NOTES NEED TO STOCKPILE 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 28 Dec 83 pp l, 3 
[‘Editorial" Column: "Organize Efficient Rice Purchasing From Farmers"] 


[Text] Most of our farmers’ basic annual income comes from selling their 
surplus rice to the government and distributing it in the market. However, 

in recent years there has been a steadily decreasing trend for the quantity of 
rice that is freely distributed in various markets. On the other hand, the 
quantity of rice that is sold to the state or that is exchanged for government 
goods, e.g., machinery, farm tractors, tools for increasing production and 
various tools for construction, have increased greatly. 


This demonstrates that our farmers are steadily awakening and clearly see that 
individual rights and interests are closely related to the rights and interests 
of the state and of the collective good. Meanwhile, because the government 

has made reasonable improvements in the purchase prices in each locality, and 
the purchase and exchange network has been widely expanded, thus greatly facil- 
itating things for our farmers who live far away and in hard-to-reach places, 
they are able to sell their surplus rice or exchange it for the things they 
need from the government right where they are. 


Given this situation, this year we have to be determined to buy a lot of rice 
and to do our best to be self-sufficient and self-reliant in terms of the food 
supply in each locality, and to save some in case of an unexpected situation. 

We must at che same time oppose the idea that focuses only on the center and the 
outside, without paying attention to production or purchasing within one's own 
locality. Another problem is that we should limit merchants in buying and 
hoarding rice from farmers and from taking advantage by raising the price of 
rice, and thus sabotaging its market price. If we have the will to solve this 
problem we must know how to organize and use them to purchase rice for the 
government by giving them a fair profit. 


However, in order to effectively and efficiently purchase rice from the farmers, 
all localities and provinces should set up many trade co-op networks and sign 
contracts directly with the farmers. This will facilitate things for our farmers 
in all localities and provinces, including mountainous areas far from communi- 
cations routes, and allow them to sell their surplus rice and other products 

to the government right where they live. This will bring great benefits to the 
government and all farmers, and it will promote a spirit of production and raise 
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the capacity for trade and the consumption of industrial goods that the govern- 
ment brings in to exchange and sell to the farmers. This by itself will raise 
the standard of living of the people of ethnic groups. 


Another thing we have to consider in purchasing rice from farmers is the matter 
of price. Many localities often object to applying the suggested prices of the 
center in each place at each time. However, the bes. thing to do is to set the 
price based on the actual situation in each place and time, which should be 
10-15 percent less than the free market price. For provinces where there are 
fewer merchants to purchase rice for the government the price may be from 20 to 
25 percent less than the free market price. The important thing is to vary the 
price with resourcefulness and in line with the actual situation. However, 

we must be absolutely careful not to allow farmers to raise the price of rice 
as high as they wish. 


If we want to do this work effectively, first of all it is important to train 
the farmers in ideology so they will deeply understand the three benefits that 
are closely related to each other in society: benefits for the government, 
for the collective, and for individuals. Selling their surplus rice to the 
government by itself means carrying out the three benefits because it helps 
the government to have capital in defending and constructing the nation, and 
also it is good for the co-ops and themselves to correctly and reasonably 
[obtain] capital from the government. On the other hand, if our farmers sell 
their rice to the private sector it will only benefit their own small, narrow 
interests and it will not be beneficial to the nation. In addition, it will 
incite the market because of our people's further exploitation. 


Based on this, we believe that our farmers absolutely will not think only of 
their own small, narrow benefit because they have been sacrificing a great deal 
of their property and their lives for national liberation. For this reason 
they will do their best for national construction more and more by paying the 
agricultural tax and by selling rice to the government. 
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LAOS 


EDITORIAL DESCRIBES TAX COLLECTION PROCEDURES 





Vientiane PASASON in Lao 24 Dec 83 pp l, 2 
{[Editorial: ‘Agricultural Tax Policy Must Be Carried Out Properly"™] 


[Text] After the harvest season our farmers’ duty to the government is to pay 
agricultural taxes. This is the opportunity for our farmers to contribute 
their property to national defense and construction after they have worked hard 
for a year. 


Now the yearly harvest season is just about to finish, and most of our farmers 
are threshing their rice and transporting it to storage. This means that agri- 
cultural tax collection should get started, and it should be carried out 
resolutely and effectively. There is news now that many districts, provinces, 
and localities in the northern and southern regions have basically completed 
their agricultural tax payments. This shows that our people and farmers are 
ever aware and ready to carry out their duty to the government. At the same 
time, there are still many districts and provinces that are mobilizing the 
people to pay agricultural taxes. Regarding this issue, first of all we must 
fimrly grasp the primary contents of the agricultural tax policy and the plenum 
of the Council of Ministers concerning the directions for improving agriculture 
in the following years, that is, we must emphasize the area specified and the 
type of cultivation (rice paddy and highland cultivation) for each family in 
1982-83 [as published]. This is the basic essence of agricultural tax policy 
in which collection focuses primarily on the areas and types of cultivation. 
However, agricultural tax collection does not include per capita averages that 
were used in some places in the past. Thus, in certain places the measurement 
of the areas has not yet been completed, or if it was completed the people com- 
plain about its inaccuracy. We must let the people in those villages decide 
among themselves, and then certify for the type of rice fields that have al- 
ready been confirmed. However, if agricultural tax collection is at odds with 
the actual situation, then the people in that village must discuss it and make 
adjustments, in order to carry out our agricultural tax collection correctly 
and effectively. 


Another problem we should pay attention to is to grasp the exemption policy for 
areas that were not planted or any places that were planted in highland rice but, 
because of bad weather, were damaged by up to 30 percent. The taxes should be 
decreased according to the amount of damage. If the damage is over 50 percent 
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the tax should be exempted. This is to bring government policies in line with 
the actual practice in each locality. It is not carried out on the basis of 
individual understanding which will bring disunity, and destroy the collective 
ownership of the people of ethnic groups. 


All localities, provinces, and districts, and all agricultural officials 
should firmly grasp and correclty and effectively carry out the policies in 
their own locality in the bases. They should collect agricultural taxes ac- 
cording to or exceeding the specified level, and also mobilize awareness for 
voluntary participation in the people's nation and to advance the process of 
agricultural construction, dry-season rice and vegetable cultivation, and in- 
tensive agriculture in order to increase the production capacity for each 
hectare. 


In the desire to attain this, the party and administrative committees of all 
levels should take this opportunity to mobilize the patriotic spirit of the 
people of ethnic groups, carefully inculcate in them an understanding of the 
obligation of all citizens toward the government, and honor and dignify our 
farmers both former and also now who have been honorably participating in 
defending and constructing the nation. We should point out to them their 
future, and the serious and glorious duty that every one must carry out to their 
full potential and individual ability. When this is understood, then we should 
mobilize them to recognize and voluntarily pay their agricultural taxes accord- 
ing to their obligations and their actual income. If we can do this, then 

this year's agricultural tax collection will be efficient, and undoubtedly we 
will achieve or exceed the expectation. 
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TRANSPORT MINISTER ASSESSES ROAD WORK, POSTAL, TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 27 Dec 83 pp 2, 3 


[Interview with Mr Phao Bounnaphon, Minister of Transportation and Posts, by 
PASASON concerning the implementation of the 1983 plan and the communications, 
transportation, and postal goals for 1984, date and place not specified] 


[Excerpts] Now that the work has been completed, we can see that we made a 
good effort and were able to achieve a primary victory in guaranteeing iand 

and water communications. For example, we protected and repaired Routes l, 

4, 6, 7, 9, and 13 to ensure all year-round travel, elevated parts of Routes 

6, 7, 8, 9, and 13; constructed 144.6 km of new roads nationwide; paved 113 

km with asphalt on new roads and increased the length of asphalt-paved roads to 
1,856 km; constructed 176 km of 7 steel bridges; and reworked 642 m of 19 steel 
and wooden bridges. In addition to land routes, water communications was also 
improved and reworked. We surveyed and placed navigation buoys along the rivers 
from Vientiane to Savannakhet, and did navigation surveys along the Nam Ou and 
other rivers in order to expand water communications on a broader scale. 


As for transportation, we have improved government transport companies both in 
the center and localities by converting those companies for economic planning 

to be primarily enterprises. We have increased the number of vehicles. Private 
transportation has been expanded widely and gradually under the guidance and 
Management on the path of socialism. Transportation by using traditional 
vehicles has been encouraged and is being expanded in many localities. The 
material and technical base for transportation, e.g., warehouses, ports, vehicle 
repair factories, and vocational schools, was constructed and completed as 
planned and was used effectively in production. In order to promote transpor- 
tation in order to fulfill the plan we established various regulations and 
technical expectations. Thus, in the 1983 transportation work, in some areas 
cadres and workers have stiven to exceed the plan, e.g., goods transportation 
exceeded that for 1982 by 12 percent; circulation exceeded the plan by 13.8 
percent and that for 1982 by 43.7 percent; and passenger transportation exceeded 
the plan by 43.7 percent. The outstanding point of the 1983 transportation was 
to basically complete the removal of the equipment left in the Port of Danang 

to Laos, and to raise the efficiency of trucks by improved gas savings. 


In postal and telecommunications work, the postal and telecommunications system 


has been improved and reworked nationwide from the center to localities in order 
to make it easier for communications. Postal service stations in various 
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localities have been expanded and are now serving [the public], and there are 
automatic telephones in big districts. Efforts were made to keep them operating, 
though they have not been completely successful because of old wiring and 
equipment. Contact with the international community is still being carried 
out normally. 


Sending and receiving letters and parcel post exceeded the plan. Mail delivery 
is proceeding broader scale and faster than before. 


The goals for communications, transportation, and posts that we strive for in 
1984 are: 


Posts and communications: we will struggle to expand secondary-level post 
offices to 23 locations in border districts; improve and raise the level of the 
postal offices in the districts at the center where there is congestion, and 
expand the telecommunications network into 2 levels: one from the center down 
to all provincial offices, and the other from the provincial offices to im- 
portant districts. We will work hard to protect and repair telephones in the 
big cities, e.g., Vientiane Capital, and modify and improve the cable system 

to assure better [service]. 


In enterprise management we will work to bring state enterprise into socialist 
economic planning step by step, increase revenue by 35 percent in comparison 
with that for 1983, and be able to transfer 65.9 percent of the revenue into 
the national budget as compared with the 1983 plan. 
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LAOS 


NEUTRALIST HISTORICAL ROLE, THAI INVASION OF VIENTIANE NOTED 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 21 Dec 83 p 2 


["Things We Should Know' Column: "The Congress To Set Up The Lao Issara And 
The Lao Resistance Government" ] 


[Excerpt] Chapter 12 
Victory of the National Liberation of the Lao People 
1. Relations between the neutralist and patriotic front forces 


After the coup d'etat on 9 August 1960 there were some changes in Laos favorable 
to the Lao revolution, e.g., there were neutralist forces consisting of the 
coup d'etat group, the neutralist peace committee led by Mr Kinim Phonsena, and 
patriots and peace-loving neutralists. With the help and guidance of the Lao 
Patriotic Front forces the neutralist forces had an improved role and there were 
better ties between forces. This is why the Lao revolutionary forces expanded 
so swiftly. 


The Lao Patriotic Front joined the neutralist forces in mobilizing the people 
in Vientiane Capital to counterattack Phoumi Nosavan's soldiers many times. 

Up to 13 December 1960 the American imperialists and Phoumi Nosavan used many 
battalions, including Thai soldiers, in strong attacks on Vientiane Capital. 
The Patriotic Front forces and the neutralist forces, students, and the people 
fought to defend Vientiane Capital. The fighting lasted five days. They were 
able to kill over 500 enemies. In order to reserve their strength so as to 
be able to fight for a long time and to avoid bringing harm to the people in 
Vientiane Capital, on 17 December 1960 the patriotic forces withdrew from 
Vientiane and returned to Xieng Khouang at 0500 on 1 January 1961. They 
gloriously liberated the Plain of Jars and Xieng Khouang District. On the next 
day they continued the liberation throughout Xieng Khouang Province. The vic- 
tory in the Xieng Khouang liberation brought utmost terror to the American 
imperialists and their henchmen. 


These two forces together advanced and strongly defended the Xieng Khouang 

liberation zone, and then continued to attack the enemies along the two main 
directions, one along Tha Vieng and Xieng Dong down to Tha Hom, and the other 
along Route 7 up to Sala Phoukhoun and continuing on Route 13 up to Hin Heup. 
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LAOS 


GUERRILLA UNIT ACTIIVTY, OUTSTANDING LEADER IN LUANG PRABANG PROFILED 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao Nov 83 p 2 


[“Outstanding Story" Column by Somlit Sitsakda: "A Trustworthy Guerrilla Unit 
Chief" ] 


[Text] After he leads the guerrilla unit back from a reconnaissance operation, 
whether at night or in the daytime, he usually gathers the guerrillas in his 
platoon to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the last mission in order 
to learn from it. This has become a valuable habit of Comrade Gni, chief of 
the guerrilla platoon in Sangkhalok Canton. 


Comrade Gni is a Lao Theung who lives in Ban Km 8, Sangkhalok Canton, Luang 
Prabang District, Luang Prabang Province. He is 45 years old. He is a prudent 
{man} with [dark] skin, and has belonged to the guerrilla platoon since 1975. 
Throughout his entire life as a guerrilla he has determinedly trained himself 
to have confidence in the revolution, to be able to clearly differentiate friend 
from foe, to be resolutely strong in his duty, to be strict in discipline, and 
to deeply absorb his duty as a guerrilla to maintain the national security of 
his beloved native land. 


When he received orders from the higher echelons he carried out this honored 
duty strictly. He is always ready in case he is needed. Whether at night or 
in the daytime he is decisive in finishing the duty assigned by the higher 
echelons. By having had actual experience he has gained skill and resourceful- 
ness in fighting the enemy. 


For this reason, since 1981 the organization has assigned him the responsibility 
for the guerrilla platoon of the canton by encouraging their fine revolutionary 
heritage in stabilizing the country, in particular, in maintaining peace in 
their own locality and to facilitate the building of a new life for all the 
tribespeople in their area. Thus, since 1982 he has been leading the guerrillas 
in his platoon patrolling day and night as much as eighty times. Because of 
strict searching they were able to arrest three counterrevolutionaries. In 
each activity he led his men through deep marshes and dense forests where there 
was suspicion of the enemies’ operation. Sometimes they had to sleep in the 
jungle in order to carry out their honorable duty. 











Besides carrying out the guerrilla duty, he also determinedly and effectively 
mobilized and led the people within their own village to increase production 
in cultivation, animal husbandry, etc. Because Comrade Gni has outstanding 
achievements and excellent morals he is respected and loved by his friends 
and by the people. 


In this new demanding situation Comrade Gni has increased the revolutionary 
spirit to the utmost and is ready to sacrifice his life in defending the 
mation and socialism, as befits the undying trust of the party and the people. 
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LAOS 


LPA BN 406 ON SAYABOURY BORDER, FIGHTS THAI-BASED INFILTRATORS 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 26 Dec 83 p 2 
[Article by Banmai: ‘Fight To Defend the Nation's Border") 


[Excerpt] Since the day the nation was liberated the duties of Battalion 406 
are still serious. The entire battalion was ordered to go to the nation's 
border. All of their border defense work is serious because of the outside 
enemies’ provocations. Our enemies have adopted schemes to rove military 

forces against the border, using looters to incite unrest. They have been do- 
ing everything possible to destroy our new regime. However, we understand the 
enemies’ schemes clearly. Our Bn 406 is ever alert and eliminates the reaction- 
aries along the Xieng Hon District border in a timely manner. 


Now Bn 406 is a mobile force of [Bn B]. The picture of their decisive attacks 
on the enemies who were inciting three districts south of Sayaboury Province 
have confirmed its resolute spirit of implementation. There are hardships 
when the troops travelled during bad weather when it rained. The river was 
flooded, but they still decided to walk across the muddy water and traveled 

to the new military operations regardless of the many difficult situations. 

Bn 406 has reinforced the forces of all the companies, platoons, and groups 
who have been carrying out their duty in the bases. They consider their duty 
of base construction important, and search out and eliminate the enemies’ un- 
rest. In the combat operation to counter the enemies who crossed over from 
Thailand to the Bo Ten District area, the three comrades Phan, Gnot, and 
Thongvan attacked as many as 43 enemies, forty more than they, and they elimin- 
ated 11 of the enemy. In the Houai Kong and other operations Bn 406 victorious- 
ly defeated the enemies and [employed] the achievements in carrying out their 
duty to train units. Bn 406 is one battalion that has had many lessons in 
fighting the enemies in order to defend the national border and construct the 
base, and to unceasingly advance the progress of the administrative committee. 
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LAOS 


DOWNED AIRCRAFT, OTHER ENEMY LOSSES CITED BY PROVINCE 
Vientiane VANNASIN in Lao Nov 83 p 4 


[Article Excerpted from the "1980 Army Calendar on the Historic Day of Certain 
of the Lao Revolution's Big Operations in November"] 


[Text] The Tha Teng operation (Saravane) 

Starting from 26 November 1968 to 3 April 1969 

--eliminated 1,022 enemies from the battlefield 

--destroyed 2 enemy battalions 

--seriously destroyed 1 battalion 

--seized many hundreds of guns 

--shot down 3 helicopters 

--destroyed many tens of vehicles 

The operation called "Honorable Dragon" by the enemy (Attopeu) 


Starting 30 November 1970 to 15 January 1971, the enemies used 11 battalions, 
including 4 Thai reactionary battalions 


--eliminated 774 enemies from the battlefield 

--shot down 4 helicopters 

--seized and destroyed 468 guns 

--seized and destroyed much equipment 

The operation named "Land I and Land II" by the enemy (Luang Prabang) 


Starting 17 November to 18 January, the enemies used 4 battalions. 
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--eliminated 1,600 enemies from the battlefield 

--seized and destroyed 366 guns 

--destroyed equipment storage and 17 weapons 

--shot and sank 10 boats 

--seized and destroyed much equipment 

Important international days: 

7 November 1917: Great October Revolution Day for the USSR 

10 November 1944: World Federation of Democratic Trade Unions Day 

20 November 1964: the Vietnamese international solidarity congress for fighting 
against the American imperialists and to maintain peace rallied for the first 


time in Hanoi. 


28 November 1820: Engels' birthday. 
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LAOS 


KAYSONE LINKED TO LAO ISSARA, SAID TO BE FOUNDER OF LPA 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 21 Nov 83 p 2 


{"Things You Should Know" Column: "The French Colonialists Returned To Invade 
The Lao Resistance Movement In 1945-49"] 


[21 Nov 83 p 2] 


[Excerpt] From 1947 and 1948-49 the guerrilla units and the guerrilla unit 
strongholds steadily expanded all over from north to south, e.g., Sing District, 
Luang Prabang, Sam Neua, Vientiane, Khammouan, Savannakhet, Attopeu, Saravane, 
etc. 


Another important event during this period was the strengthening of the military 
forces propaganda. On 20 January 1949 the Lao Issara Army (now the Lao People's 
Liberation Army) was set up in a minority area subordinate to Siang Ko District, 
Houa Phan Province. The original company was the Latsavong unit which had 
only 25 people commanded by Mr Kaysone Phomvihan, and most of the soldiers were 
children of poor farmers. 


The founding of the Lao Issara Army was an important event marking the progress 
of the Lao people's resistance. Many times the Lao Issara Army wiped out the 
enemies’ advances; many revolutionary strongholds were set up and expanded 
around the nation. However, different strongholds were still scattered all 
over the country and had not yet formed liberation zones next to each other. 
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LAOS 


KHAMMOUAN DISTRICT SECURITY FORCES OPERATIONS NOTED 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 28 Dec 83 p 2 


[Article: "Independent Company 'S', Boualapha District, Is Determined to Score 
Achievements" ] 


[Excerpts] Cadres and combatants in Independent Company "S" in Boualapha Dis- 
trict under the Khammouan provincial military command are more responsible 
than ever before for carrying out the plan set by the higher echelons, e.g.. 
searching for and fighting against the enemies, maintaining the peace and 
happiness of the people of ethnic groups throughout their own district, re- 
pairing the camp construction site, working to increase production in order to 
be self-sufficient, etc. 


In the past, although their unit faced many difficulties, e.g., inadequate 
service vehicles, and being located on a mountain top far from the higher 
echelons, the party and command committees of all levels have brought the 
plenum of the higher echelons to be carried out creatively in their own units. 
All cadres and combatants have step by step accomplished their duty assigned 
by the party. During the implementation of the plan in the first quarter of the 
year they were able to score an admirably large number of achievements for 
their unit, including the holding of a political seminar for the personnel with 
3 sessions over 39 days. The documents used in the seminar dealt with mobil- 
izing the enemies, front documents, and 12 army regulations; there were also 
documents on the qualifications of cadres and combatants, plenums of the party 
CC, the logistics work, and the fight against the psychological warfare of the 
enemies. After learning various plenums of the higher echelons, these men are 
able to see the enemies’ clever tricks, they can differentiate friend from foe, 
and they can clearly see the direction and the policies of the party as well 

as their serious duty assigned by the nation and the army with glorious honor 


The chief of the military command told us that the unit has also attentively 
improved the guerrilla units throughout their own district by making them strong 
in terms of ideology and organization. They cooperate closely with localities 
and the guerrilla units to patrol in localities within their own district in 
order to maintain the peace and happiness of the people. 


Later a political seminar was also held which was attended by 258 guerrillas 
from throughout the district. This political seminar was held to raise the 
level and to deepen the understanding of the party policies on the part of the 
guerrilla cadres. 
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LAOS 


LPA OFFICER CITES IMPROVED SARAVANE SECURITY 
Vientiane PASASON in Lao 29 Dec 83 p 2 


[Article by Malachon: '"Saravane Moves Ahead" (Saravane Provincial Military 
Forces Does Effective Security Work") 


[Excerpt] The hardto reach land of Saravane Province encompasses ten districts. 
From the eastern border to the west three districts adjoin Thailand. They are 
Khong Sedone, Lakhon Pheng, and Vapi Khamthong Districts. For this reason, 
these three districts are sources of the counterrevolutionary movement. The 
reactionary minions sneak in from Thailand to incite unrest in localities along 
with inciting dissension with weapons, and psychological warfare propaganda, 

and to destroy the people's production. This has created a significant problem 
for the people in constructing their new life in the past two-three years. 
However, this has now been greatly reduced, and the situation has gradually and 
steadily become normal. 


This was part of the conversation of Captain Choummali, chief of propaganda 

of the Saravane provincial military forces, when I was speaking with him in the 
Saravane provincial military office on 23 November. In response to the question 
of what they did to calm the local situation down, the captain smiled good- 
naturedly and said the following. 


"By implementing the plenum of the 3rd party congress, e.g., to carry out 
national defense and security according to the central party military committee, 
our provincial military command headquarters has unceasingly improved its 
strength and has widely trained the regular forces and the guerrilla militia 

in each village and canton. Guidance techniques have been increased to enable 
them to learn military strategy and tactics, to fight to protect the land, and 
to learn propaganda to construct the bases by leading many cadres down to the 
grassroots in order the lead the activities and train directly where there is 

a need. Thus, many of the enemies’ undercover movements were destroyed, and 
all the provocations and propagania by the enemies to incite unrest were all 
suppressed in a timely fashion. They have also been carrying out mobilization 
effectively. Last year they went out to propagandize 56 times with 6183 at- 
tendees, mobilized 15 misled persons to surrender with 1 weapon, mobilized the 
people of 4 families to return home, and constructed a number of bases. All 
of these achievements resulted in the national defense and security work in our 
province being basically secure," the captain said finally. 
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The Saravane army unit not only effectively engages in national defense and 
security, but also attentively increased production in order to be self- 
sufficient and self-reliant, and to decrease the government's burden. According 
to Captain Khamtou, chief of logistics of the provincial military forces, nearly 
all of the Saravane provincial military forces work hard to increase production 
according to their conditions. Any units that are in fixed positions engage in 
paddy and highland cultivation and gardening. Those units not in fixed positions 
find some opportunity to increase [production]. Thus, there is a difference in 
the level of self-suffi iency. On the average the provincial military forces 
throughout the province has enough supplies to last for approximately ten days. 


On this occasion Captain Khamtou brought us to visit the soldiers’ animal hus- 
bandry settlement on a plateau called “the Plain of Hungry Dogs". This settle- 
ment is located in the middle of Saravane and Champassak provinces. It has 
about 20 square kilometers of meadow, and many streams that flow by. It is a 
suitable place for raising cattle. When we arrived at the settlement it was 
close to darkness. The winter wind blowing on the plateau gave me a chill. 
According to Sub-lieutenant Veng who with his team is responsible for this 
settlement, the basic idea of this animal-raising settlement came from an 
animal-raising unit consisting of only three people in Ban Khia, Nong Ke Canton, 
Lao Ngam District. In 1975 it had only four cattle. Later on the number grew. 
In 1978 they set up the animal husbandry settlement where it is now. At that 
time there were only 11 buffalo and 48 oxen. Later, because they took good 
care of them and received capital from various sources, and also because they 
exchanged with the people, the animal-raising has greatly increased. Each year 
they distribute many tens of animals to each army unit as draft labor and as 
investment for each unit, and to raise the standard of living for military units, 
such as in an emergency and when it is time to fight, according to the role 
assigned by the provincial military command. Now this settlement has 34 buffalo 
and 200 oxen. Besides animal husbandry, the 39 cadres and combatants in the 
settlement who are capable of working also engage in highland cultivation, 
rice-growing, gardening, and growing cardamom, corn, taro roots, potatoes, etc. 
in order to be self-sufficient and self-reliant. According to Sub-lieutenant 
Veng, at least they are self-sufficient in terms of the food supply for about 
three months. 
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CUBAN MEDICAL TEAM IN VANG VIANG DESCRIBED 
Vientiane NOUM LAO in Lao 1-15 Nov 83 p 7 
[Article by Niti: "Meet the Internationalist Combatants in Vang Viang"] 


[Text] In Vientiane I had often heard good news about medicine in Vang Viang. 
Of course, this was closely related to the "cooperation between Cuban and Lao 
medical doctors." At last the hospital guides led me to a surgery room. They 
brought me a special outfit including footwear, hat, and gauze to cover my mouth 
for me to wear in the room. Five or six doctors who were working attentively 
tried to find a chance to look at me instead of saying hello. I smiled at them 
under the light blue cloth without knowing which were Lao and which were Cuban. 


I quickly took pictures at different angles, gave a thumb signal to the surgeons, 
and then left the room. Many patients who were sitting in the open passage 
questioned me with their eyes. I smiled and said, "I believe everything will 

go well with you." 


Although it was Saturday, all the tables in all the rooms had white-shirted 
doctors, both Lao and Cuban, shoulder-to-shoulder carrying out their work. 
Everyone seemed to look young and active,in their eyes shone their love for 

the patients and their confidence in the bright future of the socialist country. 


Only 10 months after the medical unit arrived they had performed a great many 
operations, including over 150 major ones. Major operations are the most com 
plicated ones using a lot of time, additional blood, e.g., ecoptic pregnancies, 
alimentary canal surgery, intestinal surgery, etc. 


Comrade Raul Castro Perez who was the head of the doctors and also chief of 
the Cuban internationalist medical unit in Vang Viang talked to us in a friendly 
manner. Dr Soipheui Houaphan acted as interpreter. 


Comrade Victor, Mrs Luisa, Mrs (Glameng), and Mrs Zoila joined in. Everyone 
expressed their sincere opinion. This all increased our love, confidence, and 
admiration for the Cuban people who carry on the heritage of endurance, persis- 
tence, and deep patriotism, and also the lofty proletarian internationalism of 
Bolivar, Jose Marti, Macec, and Che Guevara, the great heroes of the South 
American continent. 
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This medical unit consists of both blacks and whites who both love each other 
fraternally. Everyone is humble and lives a simple life. Every time they dis- 
cuss their achievements in treatment they never forget to mention being a 
driving force and helping and learning from each other. Both sides do every- 
thing possible to guarantee the treatment in each locality and to gradually 
decrease the number of patients being sent for treatment in Vientiane. Now I 
can see that this goal has become much closer. 


Besides being a model and working harnd-in-hand with Lao doctors, the Cuban 
medical unit and their families love to be with Lao families. They travel 

to see the beauty of nature, and adapt to local customs. Chinese cabbaze 
dipped in Koi, Lap, grilled fish dipped in hot pepper sauce, and fresh-steamed 
sticky rice dipped in fried hot pepper sauce are their favorite foods. Even 
now I still remember the gentle and graceful ramwong dance of Mrs (Louisa 
Klameng) . 


It was memorable and an honor to have a chance to meet and dance the ramwong 
with these white-shirted combatants who flew in from beyond the sea, from the 
land of independence that is the sun of truth for Latin America and many white 
and black Africans. 


"When will we dance again,” I murmured through the interpreter. 


9884 
CSO: 4206/61 


40 








LAOS 


BRIEFS 


MONG RESETTLEMENT IN VIENTIANE--On 18 December Mr Meun Somvichit, member of 

the party Central Committee and chairman of the National Social Welfare and 
Veterans committee, along with the Vientiane provincial administrative committee 
and a number of cadres went to encourage a new housing construction project 

in Pha Hoi, Feung Branch District, Vientiane Province. On this occasion the 
chairman of the National Social Welfare and Veterans committee visited and in- 
spected various work. He spoke warmly with the cadres and government employees, 
along with the Mong who had come down to build their new life here, resulting 
in a better understanding of the policies of the party and government. For 
example, they can see the attention of the party and government that have always 
been concerned with the standard of living, and with the rights, interests, 

and desires of the ethnic groups. He also mobilized everyone to victoriously 
turn over a new leaf for progress and success in the duty assigned by the 
higher echelons, and to take part in this project so that they can gradually 
raise the standard of living for the ethnic groups. [Text] [Vientiane 
VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 22 Dec 83 p 1] 9884 


AGREEMENT WITH CSSR--On the afternoon of 14 December Mr Somphavan Inthavong, 
assistant chairman of the State Planning Commission, representing the LPDR 
government, and Mr Vladimir Petrik, assistant director general of the Ministry 
of Foreign Trade of the Czechoslovak Soviet Socialist Republic (CSSR), jointly 
signed an agreement on collective principles in order to carry out a mutual 
agreement on science and technology between the LPDR and the CSSR in 1983-85. 
The CSSR will facilitate things by accepting Lao cadres for training so they 
can return to serve in the cooperative project, and also by sending experts 

to help, depending on the needs of Laos. Participating in this signature 
ceremony were Mr Ladislav Kocsis, CSSR ambassador extraordinary and pleni- 
potentiary to Laos, along with cadres concerned on both sides. [Text] 
[Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 16 Dec 83 pp 1, 4] 9884 


CHAMPASSAK FORESTRY, WOOD PROCESSING (KPL)--In carrying out the 1983 plan of 

the cadres and workers of the State Tree-Cutting and Manufacturing Enterprise 
of Champassak Province, several sections have succeeded in the expected figures 
and several still are working with speed and efficiency. This year from 
January to September alone the cadres and workers in this company have been able 
to achieve some of the expected figures, as follows: cut 4,412 cubic meters of 
hardwood trees or 95.15 percent of the plan, and 13,720 cubic meters of soft- 
wood trees or 117.66 percent of the plan; produced 2,142 cubic meters of hard- 
wood and softwood lumber or 66 percent of the plan; exported 303 cubic meters 
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of special hardwood lumber or 100 percent of the plan; produced and manufactured 
3,569 of ready-made wood [products], e.g., desks, chairs, [steps], and other 
equipment or 114.27 percent of the plan. The State Tree-Cutting and Manu- 
facturing Enterprise of Champassak Province has been carrying out socialist 
collective production since 1981 by combining the tree-cutting company No 2, 
hauling units, the lumber mill, and the wood manufacturing factory into one 
enterprise and coverting it to a business enterprise with an overall plan. 

After this resolution had been carried out we could see its beneficial effects 
on the economy and politics. This is demonstrated by log production, log trans- 
portation, etc. that is done effectively and on time, and is able to reinforce 
the spirit of the socialist economy, to increase gross production gradually, 

and to create a source of income that exceeds the expected plan. According to 
the company director, at the same time while attentively and effectively carrying 
out the primary plan, through 1983 the Tree-Cutting and Manufacturing Enterprise 
of Champassak Province has also succeeded in carrying out much expansion and 
various construction projects, e.g., they built an additional wood manufacturing 
factory worth 72,000 kip, lumber storage worth 317,841 kip, and oil storage 

for the lumber transport unit worth over 13,000 kip. They are also continuing 
to build offices and lumber mills and to repair a number of new factories to 
complete the basic level so that they can be used effectively in different types 
of work. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 21 Dec 83 pp AS, 6] 

9884 


SRV-AIDED SCHOOL (KPL)--Mr Min Davongchan, member of the provincial party com- 
mittee and provincial administrative committee of Louang Nam Tha Province, and 
Mr Nguyen Quynh Tran, party committee member, member of the People's committee, 
and chief of the provincial educational service in Vinh Phu, SRV, officially 
signed for the transfer of a nationality school and a handicraft factory building 
in Louang Nam Tha Province on the 5th of December in the presence of Mr Kouan 
Keomani, secretary of the provincial party committee and chairman of the pro- 
vincial administrative committee of Louang Nam Tha Province, and 

Mr Pham Van Lai, chief of the Joint Construction company of Vinh Phu Province, 
Mr Nguyen Van (Thon), assistant chief of the machinery factory of Vinh Phu 
Province, along with a number of Lao and Vietnamese honored guests. The con- 
struction was carried out for one year based on the mutual cooperation agree- 
ment between the Louang Nam Tha and Vinh Phu provinces signed in 1979. The 
school for young people of nationalities whose construction was aided by Vinh 
Phu Province has a total of five ordinary buildings with tile and zinc roofs. 
There is a school building, dormitory, teacher's residence, and kitchen 

equipped with a complete set of desks, chairs, wardrobes, beds, blackboards, etc. 
There are 4 handicrafts buildings, a factory, and storage for materials. The 
buildings have the same tin roofing but differ by their iron gates. They are 
used to produce a complete set of desks, chairs, wardrobes, etc. In general, 
this assistance reflects the spirit of proletarian internationalism, solidarity, 
friendship, and special cooperation between Laos and Vietnam, and particularly 
between the twin provinces. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 

17 Dec 83 pp A 12, 13] 9884 


HOUA PHAN GUERRILLAS (KPL)--In 1983 the guerrillas in various production bases 
throughout Sam Tai District, Houa Phan Province, have resolutely, actively, and 
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continuously carried out their tasks, patrolling and guarding to ensure peace 
and happiness for ethnic groups. They opened training and expanded the guer- 
rilla network to 12 companies. They also grew and harvested 9 tons of rice 
and participated in various transportation and road construction 50 times, 
along with many other things. [Excerpt] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 
26 Dec 83 p A6) 9884 


VIENTIANE CAPITAL TRADE UNION MEMBERSHIP--The Vientiane Capital Trade Union 
was set up on 26 October 1976, consisting of 3 committee members responsible 
for it and a number of assistant cadres. It was a young and new organization. 
However, by recognizing their duty and role the first trade union committee 
put all its efforts into organizing and improving. They endured many objective 
difficulties, e.g., the members did not yet deeply understand the purposes of 
the trade union, they lacked experience in guiding, and in organizing and 
carrying out. There were no professional trade unionists. In addition, a 
majority of the workers and working people within the capital were used to the 
free and extravagant lifestyle of the old regime that imitated the backward 
procedures of the capitalists. It was difficult to get them to live and work 
in an organization that was revolutionized to the utmost over a short time. 

Now the Vientiane Capital trade union federation has 40 base units, 313 grass- 
roots units, and a total of 4,671 members, which is 45.59 percent of the state 
personnel. [Excerpts] [Vientiane HENG NGAN in Lao 15-31 Oct 83 pp 7, 20] 9884 


PHONG SALY SECURITY, TRADE UNION--In 1978 Phong Saly Province had only 15 trade 
union units and 202 members. In 1983 this increased to 85 units and 2,272 menm- 
bers, an increase by a factor of 11 when compared with that for 1978. [Ques- 
tion] What was accomplished in your provincial trade union? [Answer] As we 
all know, Phong Saly Province is located in a mountainous area and directly 
confronts the Chinese reactionaries who are dangerous enemies. The trade union 
in our province considers this an important problem. We have emphasized na- 
tional defense and security in order to facilitate all work areas within the 
province. [Interview with Mr Bounthong Liboyia, member and secretary of the 
Phong Saly provincial trade union; date and place not given] [Excerpts] 
[Vientiane PASASON in Lao 21 Dec 83 p 2) 9884 


HOUA PHAN TRADE UNION, RESETTLEMENT--In 1969 Houa Phan Province organized a 
mobilization committee consisting of three comrades to set up a provincial 

trade union. Then we started to mobilize, and we organized committees in de- 
partments, factories, and different settlements to a total of 16 units with 

over 100 members. Since that time our trade union has been advancing and carry- 
ing out its duty according to the policies set by the party and government. Now 
our province has 13 grassroots trade union units with 3,691 members. Our trade 
union has worked in cooperation with the administrative committee to mobilize 
and unite cadres and workers to study and absorb the policies set by the party 
and government for each period, and to mobilize the cadres and workers to re- 
pair old roads and build new ones from Sam Neua to the Xieng Khouang border, 

149 km: from Soi to Sam Tai, 88 km; and from Sam Neua-Pha Thi to Hiam District 
to serve the liberation operations in Pha Thai, Phou Koum, Phou Sa, and Pha 

Si. They mobilized farmers to joint 317 agricultural co-op units and more than 
ten Mong families to come down to engage in lowland cultivation. [Interview 
with Mr Boun Heung Homsaisonboun, chairman of the Houa Phan provincial trade 
union federation; date and place not given] [Excerpts] [Vientiane PASASON in 
Lao 20 Dec 83 p 2] 9884 
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VATICAN HANDS OVER AID--On the afternoon of 21 December in the Ministry of Pub- 
lic Health, Mr (Pon ek) Dalaloi, deputy minister of public health, received 
material assistance in the form of medicine and medical equipment from inter- 
national organizations worth over $60,000 from Mr Renat Martin, Vatican ambas- 
sador to Thailand. The material assistance from different international organ- 
izations, e.g., MCIA [as published], Caritas, and the Vatican to Laos this time 
consisted of 3,134 kg of medicine, one [diapositive projector] and some money. 
[Text] [Vientiane PASASON in Lao 26 Dec 83 p 1) 9884 


CHAMPASSAK COOPERATIVIZATION, PRODUCTION--Champassak is an outstanding rice- 
growing district in Champassak Province. According to a disclosure by the 
district agricultural co-op guidance committee, there are now 69 agricultural 
co-op units in 64 villages districtwide, which is 75.55 percent of the total 
number of villages, encompassing 36.93 percent of the total number of families. 
Its population is approximately 34.32 percent of the total district population. 
The rice fields that belong to the agricultural co-op include 4,569.28 hectares, 
or 43.07 percent of the total rice field area. This year the rice production 
in Champassak District is expected to yield over 29,000 tons, exceeding that 
for 1982 by 5 percent, approximately 643 kg of paddy rice per capita on the 
average. Mr Visai Vongsili, party secretary and also chairman of the Champassak 
District administrative committee, told us that Champassak is not only self- 
sufficient in terms of food, but is also able to pay agricultural taxes and sell 
more than a thousand tons of rice a year to the government. This year, in 
particular, it is expected to pay a total of approximately 1130 tons of agri- 
cultural taxes to the government, exceeding the past year's by 17 percent. 
[Excerpts] [Vientiane PASASON in Lao 30 Nov 83 p 3] 9884 


VIENTIANE HARVEST PROGRESS-- The harvesting and storage of wet rice by the 
people of ethnic groups in 9 districts in Vientiane Province that was being 
carried out since the beginning of September is now completed in over 42,000 
hectares out of a total of over 54,200 hectares of rice fields throughout the 
province. The harvest is almost 2 tons per hectare c | ‘verage. [Excerpt] 
[Vientiane PASASON in Lao 30 Nov 83 p 3] 9884 


OUDOMSAI POPULATION, SECURITY, PRODUCTION--Houn is a fairly large district in 
Oudomsai Province. It has a total of 2,944 square kilometers located in the 
middle of four districts. It adjoins Beng District on the north, Pak Beng 
District on the south, Pak Tha District on the west, and Nga District on the 
east. Its population is 30,270. Most of the people of ethnic groups in this 
district have turned from private scattered production to organize socialist 
collective production. Now there is a total of 16 agricultural co-ops through- 
out the district. Each unit emulates to improve their own co-op to be consistent 
with the policies set by the higher echelons in order to increase this year's 
production. This demonstrated the fact that the people of ethnic groups in the 
district have promoted the right of collective ownership and are the owners of 
the country. They have fought against and stopped all the enemies’ destructive 
activities to incite unrest and bring about revolution so as to maintain peace 
throughout Houn District so the people will have the opportunity to build. This 
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year in particular there was a flood that caused damage and broke down ten 
irrigation ditches. However, with the spirit of a natural driving force, the 
people of ethnic groups joined together to cut down trees, transport dirt, and 
repair the broken-down irrigation ditches back to normal, and they victoriously 
saved the rice plants damaged by the natural disaster. With their new style of 
living and the emphasis on the diligence of the people of ethnic groups, Houn 
District not only has adequate food for itself but elso pays agricultural taxes 
[with rice] and sells rice to the government as well as to a great deal to other 
districts and provinces. In the 1982 harvest season alone the people in Houn 
District paid a total of 498,638 kg of [rice] for agricultural taxes, and sold 
380,449.99 kg of rice to the government. [Excerpts] [Vientiane PASASON in Lao 
l Dec 83 p 2] 9884 


CULTIVABLE LAND, CO-OPS, PRODUCTIVITY--Mr Bouathong Vongsanit, deputy minister 
of Agriculture, Irrigation, and Agricultural Co-ops, spoke at a recent news 
conference about agricultural production in Laos. He said that Laos has a total 
cultivable area of 3.5 to 4 million hectares of which now only 1.5 to 2 million 
hectares are being used. There are 2 million hectares of flatland for animal 
raising. In 1983 there were 2,144 agricultural co-op units, an increase of 

182 over that for 1982; 30 state settlements of various types were set up. The 
rice cultivation area in 1982 was 430,000 hectares, and 438,875 hectares in 1983. 
Dry season rice has been expanding unceasingly; in particular, the average 
capacity of dry season rice has increased from 1.5 tons to 1.8 tons per hectare. 
The gross amount of rice in 1980-82 was one million tons each year, an increase 
of 250,000 tons per year when compared with that for 1979. Agricultural taxes 
and rice purchases for 1978-79 were 400,000 tons per year. In 1981-82 and 
1982-83 it increased [by] 80,000 tons per year. [Excerpts] [Vientiane PASASON 
in Lao 1 Dec 83 p 3] 9884 


KHAMMOUAN, SAVANNAKHET POLICE TRAINING --(KPL) On 27 November in Khammouan Pro- 
vince a ceremony was held to open the first specialized task training for 
police officers and enlisted men in the two central provinces. There were 105 
participants of which 52 were from Savannakhet and 53 were from Khammouan Pro- 
vince. They participated in improving public security forces and in sharing 
experiences between these two provinces. Besides the theory and actual 
practice of the police and PSS, they also studied documents on the all-around 
security policy, the new 1983-85 work plan of the party CC [Central Committee], 
and the documents on the roles and quality of police towards the people, etc. 
The training will last over a month. [Text] [Vientiane PATHET LAO in Lao 

30 Nov 83 p Al0] 9884 


VIENTLANE-LUANG PRABANG ROAD CONDITIONS--It took almost a week for the convoy 
of cars that I rode with to go from Vientiane to Luang Prabang. It is common 
for travelling in a convoy of many cars in the rainy season. I was very ex- 
hausted because I was not used to such a long-distance trip. But when our 

car passed the first bridge into Luang Prabang District, curiosity to see Luang 
Prabang District once again made my exhaustion disappear. [Short Story] 
[Excerpt] [Vientiane VANNASIN in Lao Nov 83 p 4] 9884 
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SAVANNAKHET BANK DEPOSITS--Last November cadres, combatants, government employ- 
ees, and people of ethnic groups and different production bases in Savannakhet 
Province mobilized each other to deposit their savings totalling 199,189 kip 

in the bank, inciuding 127,450 kip from Atsaphanethong District. [Excerpt] 
[Vientiane PASASON in Lao 24 Dec 83 pp 1, 4] 9884 


HUNGARIAN AID--On the morning of 28 December the Lao Committee for World Peace, 
Solidarity, and Friendship with Peoples held a ceremony for the turnover of 

67 boxes of medical equipment including medicine and assorted cloth to the 
Ministry of Trade. This material assistance was given to Laos by the Afro- 
Asian People's Solidarity Organization [AAPSO] of the Hungarian People's 
Republic (HPR) via the Lao Committee for World Peace, Solidarity, and Friendship 
with Peoples for the Ministry of Trade to distribute to the localities where 
they are needed. Mr Singkapo Sikhotchounnamali, chairman of the Lao Committee 
for World Peace, Solidarity, and Friendshipwith Peoples, and Mr Thongsoukhoun 
Phounsavan, deputy minister of trade, signed the hand-over in front of 

Mr Lamphet Phommavan, ¢ssistant chairman of the State Planning Commission, 

Mr Thiam Phommachan, assistant chairman of the Lao Committee for World Peace, 
Solidarity, and Friendship, Mr (Sanot Seyan), HPR ambassador extraordinary and 


plenipotentiary to Laos, and < number of cadres involved from different sections. 
[Text] [Vientiane PASASON in Lao 29 Dec 83 p 3] 9884 
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MALAYSIA 


MALAYSIAN PREMIER CITED ON LINKS WITH FRENCH 
PM270922 Paris LE MONDE in French 26 Jun 84 p 6 


[Report by P. De B.: "France Should Turn More Toward Countries of the 
Pacific, Malaysian Prime Minister Tells Us" ] 


[Text] Malaysian Prime Minister Mohamed Mahathir left Paris Wednesday 
morning 25 January for Switzerland following a 2-day official visit during 
which he was received by Messrs Mitterrand [French president] and Mauroy 
[French premier]. 


Mr Mahathit maintains good relations with Mr Mauroy, following the latter's 
visit to Kuala Lumpur at the end of 1982, which was followed by a development 
of economic and trading relations between the two countries. The countries’ 
viewpoints are convergent with regard to the Near East. As regards Indochina, 
Mr Mahathir told us that despite "some minor differences of approach"--par- 
ticularly concerning French aid to Hanoi--"we are agreed in condemning 
Kampuchea's occupation by foreign forces and on the need for the Khmers to 

be able to choose their own government following the evacuation of foreign 
forces."" This was similar to the remarks made in his Monday evening toast 

by Mr Mauroy, who said that "the principle of noninterference and respect 

for the integrity of borders must be the rule." 


The conversations mainly broached bilateral relations. Mr Mahathir talked 
with Foreign Trade Minister Edith Cresson and met twice with officials of 
the National Council of French Employers. 


Mr Mahathir's visit was preceded by the signing of an aid protocol worth 
Fr915 million in 1984, granting Malaysia credits in specific fields (rail- 
roads, and telecommunications, among others). It is not that the country 
lacks natural resources, but it has major development ambitions, despite the 
present economic crisis, and France has been slow to show an interest. 


In fact this was the point stressed by Mr Mahathir in an interview granted 
to LE MONDE: "I found the French very ignorant about Malaysia," he said. 
"History may play a role in France's world view, but the world is changing 
and new alliances are being formed. Even though it maintains its relations 
with its former African territories, it must also turn toward the other 
countries whose importance is increasing and which want good relations with 
it. If France fails to look toward us it will lose its influence in one of 
the regions of the world, the Pacific, and more specifically within ASEAN, 
which is known for its unprecedented economic development." 


CSO: 4219/25 





MALAYSIA 


GOVERNMENT TO ACT AGAINST CRITICAL STUDENTS 
BKO41549 Kuala Lumpur Domestic Service in English 1130 GMT 4 Feb 84 


(Text] Malaysian students overseas found to be opposing the government 
policy or critical against the government will in future be asked to show 
cause why action should not be taken against them. In stating this the 
deputy minister of education, Datuk Khalil Yaakob, discloses that from this 
year such students will be required to fill up particular forms stating their 
reasons why actions should not be taken against them. The forms will be 
distributed to the student affairs department at the various missions abroad. 


Opening of joint annual delegates meeting of 14 United Malay National 
Organization [UMNO] branches in the Kuala Kalawang state constituency, the 
deputy minister says those who failed to give good reasons will be asked 
to return home if the ministry had enough evidence against them. 


He emphasizes that his ministry is seriously concerned over the activities 
of certain studies overseas as they tarnished the good names of government 
leaders. Some of these students are of the opinion that there is nothing 
the ministry could do to stop them from continuing with their activities. 
He hopes the ministry's latest move will make them realize that the govern- 
ment means business. Datuk Khalil, however, gives an assurance that the 
ministry will not act without any concrete proof. 


CSO: 4200/476 
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MALAYSIA 


BRIEFS 


PALM OIL EXPORTS--Malaysia earned about 3,83 billion ringgit form palm oil 
exports last year, a substantial increase of about 820 million ringgit over 
that of 1982. The minister of primary industries pointed out that provisional 
estimates show that national rubber earnings amounted to 3.6 billion ringgit 
last year. This is the 2d consecutive year the revenue from palm oil has 
surpassed that of rubber. Speaking at an international seminar on marketing 
of palm oil, the minister said the production of crude palm oil grew by 69 
percent in the last 5 years. The export of the commodity also increased 

by 100 percent for the same period. At the same time, the acreage for oil 
palm expanded by 52 percen.. [Summary] [BK280800 Kuala Lumpur Domestic 
Service in English 1130 GMT 23 Jan 84 BK] 


UREA IMPORTS--Kuala Lumpur, 27 Jan (AFP)--The bulk of the 100,000 tonnes 

of urea being imported by Malaysia from the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) fertilizer plant in Indonesia will be supplied to the govern- 
ment under its padi fertiliser subsidy scheme. The national oil corporation, 
Petronas, which is handling the import, said that 60,000 tonnes would be 

for the subsidy scheme while the remaining 40,000 tonnes would be made avail- 
able to the private sector, which has so far been importing from Europe, 
Soviet Union and West Asia. The first shipment of 10,000 of urea from the 
ASEAN Aceh Fertiliser (AAF) arrived at Port Klang recently, the latest issue 
of PETRONAS, the corporation's monthly publication, said. AAF, one of two 
ASEAN fertiliser plants, is 60 percent owned by Indonesia with Malaysia, 
Thailand and the Philippines each holding 13 percent. Singapore holds the 
remaining one percent. Petronas said Malaysia would not cease its urea 
import from AAF once the other ASEAN fertilizer plant at Bintulu in east 
Malaysia comes onstream next year. [Text] [BK280800 Hong Kong AFP in 
English 0255 GMT 27 Jan 84 BK] 
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INTEGRATED BAR OPPOSES PRESIDENTIAL LAND GRANT POWER 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 12 Jan 84 pp 1, 6 


[Article by Vicente B. Foz] 


[Text ] 


The Integrated Bar of 
the Philippines opposed 
yesterday & proposed con- 
stitutional amendment 
which seeks to give the 
President the power to 
“grant” alienable lands of 
the public domain to ind)- 
viduals and ostensibly 
landiess citizens 

Taking @ stand on the 
peckage of proposed 
amendments to the Con- 
stitution. the IBP board of 
governors presided by IBP 
President Raul S_ Roco 
also considered unneces- 
sary the proposal! on 
urban land reform and so- 
cia! housing program 

The national lewvers 
{ rT, 4 TIZRt) ‘ if the fire: 
professionel group te 
muke & Stand on the pie- 
biacile issues 

The IBP board said the 
proposed grant or giving 
away portions of the pub- 
lic domain is “dangerous.” 

Under the present con- 
stitutional provision, no 
private corporation or 
association may hold 
alienable lands of the 
public domain except by 
lease not to exceed 1,000 
hectares No citizen may 
also hold such lands ex- 
cept by lease not to exceed 


CSO: 
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tion to lease, purchase, 
and homestead, the 
“grant” of such lands. The 
IBP board members 
seemed bothered that 
there has been no in- 
stance in the country's 
history except under the 
Spanish rule where public 
lands had been “granted” 
by government author- 
ities 

The same amendment 
provide: that the agre- 
nar reform program may 
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number of provisions in 
the proposed amend. 


PHILIPPINES 


vote for the vice president 
in the same ticket,” but it 
does not that « 
vote for the vice president 
will also be counted for 
the president 

Except for two IBP gov 


to speak its mind on the 
constitutione! amend. 
ments Voting to express 
the IBP board stand were 


P Punzeien, Greeter 
Manila Gov Lumen R 
Policarpio, Bicolandia 
Gov Mert R Fernan 
dez, Eastern Visayas Gov 
Cirilo Roy G Monteyo. 
Eastern Mindanao Gov 
Cesar & Europa, and 
Western Mindanao Gov 
Alipio V_ Badelles 

Also present were re 
tired Justice Jose BL 
Reyes, chairman, Com. 
mission on Human Rights 
and Due Process, retired 
Chief Justice Concepcion 
charrman. TRP committe: 
an jegal aid Cecilio L Pe 
IBP executive director, 
end LBP treasurer Teres:. 
ta Crui Sin 








PHILIPPINES 


CLOSURE OF LCDC CONSIDERED 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 16 Jan 84 p 8 


[Text] The management committee of Loans and Credit Development Corp. 
(LCDC) is expected to submit to the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) 
this week a recommendation for the liquidation of the insolvent finance 


company. 


According to a top SEC official, a rehabilitation move for LCDC has been 
ruled out because of the great disparity between its debts and resources. 


The management of the financing firm was taken over last August 1983 by the 
SEC, when it suffered a liquidity problem and on the recommendation of the 
Central Bank. 


An audit of the company's books showed that LCDC is indebted to the tune of 
P211.5 million. This amount was P26.5-million more than its assets of P184.9 
million. 


Earlier, the Central Bank discovered that LCDC siphoned off funds of its 
affiliate thrift bank, First Peso Savings Bank. 


The thrift bank, which lent out funds to its affiliates in violation of the 
15-percent limit imposed on DOSRI loans, was ordered eventually closed by the 
CB. 


(DOSRI means directors, officers, shareholders and related interests.) 


The LCDC-First Peso group was among the financial institutions to get hit by 
a wave of deposit and money market withdrawals late last year because of the 
confidence crisis triggered by the assassination of opposition leader 
Benigno Aquino Jr. 


According to SEC estimates, 20 or so finance firms and thrift banks will 
either have to be placed under receivership or liquidated this year “to 
prevent them from infecting other relatively stable institutions." 


The financial institutions that have been placed under receivership this year 
were Finasia Investments and Finance Corp. and its two other affiliates-- 
Finasia Commodities and Fortune Housing Corp.--and Premiere Finance. 


CSO: 4200/421 





PHILIPPINES 


BANK LENDING RATES SOAR TO 32 PERCENT 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 17 Jan 84 p 8 
[Article by George T. Nervez] 


[Text] The availability of credit continued to tighten this week prompting 
lending institutions to further raise the cost of money to their borrowers. 


Banking sources said that commercial banks and other lending institutions have 
been charging interest rates of 32 percent a year on fully-secured loans, or 
six percent more than their prime rates of 26 percent per year. 


On unsecured loans, the banks are charging a monthly interest rate of seven 
percent, the sources said. 


According to some bankers, the increase in bank lending rates was prompted 
largely by the Central Bank's credit-tightening policies that has boosted 
the interbank call loan rates to 55 percent per year. 


They warned that the cost of money to businesses will remain high unless the 
CB loosens its credit screws. 


One banker said the prevailing high cost of funds could sustain the ongoing 
business slowdown in the country. 


Already, some 1,400 companies have reportedly applied at the labor ministry 
to lay off an undetermined number of employes because they can no longer 
sustain operations for lack of raw materials. 


The projected factory shutdowns were blamed mainly to the difficulty of 
getting financing to obtain foreign exchange now strictly controlled by 
the CB. 


Recent CB data indicate that local private commercial banks are themselves 
suffering from low levels of cash and other liquid holdings. 


The 28 operating local private commercial banks had a total of P33.4 billion 
or 56.99 percent of P58.6 billion worth of liquid assets of the entire bank- 
ing system. 





52 








On the other hand, P25.32 billion or 43.2 percent of the liquid assets of the 
banking system were in the hands of four branches of foreign banks and the 
Philippine National Bank (PNB). 


Foreign banks and the PNB also accounted for P4.08 billion or 78 percent of 
the increase in cash and liquid holdings of the banking system last November, 
CB data show. 


In terms of deposits, the local private banks accounted for P81.38 billion or 
68.42 percent of the banking system's deposit liabilities. 


The foreign bank branches and the PNB, on the other hand, held P37.57 billion 
or 31.58 percent of the deposits in the banking system. 


The data show that in November alone, a large chunk of deposits amounting to 
P4.3 billion were moved to the foreign bank branches and the PNB. 


The fund transfers indicate a general lack of confidence in local banks 
because of the country's financial and economic difficulties, bankers said. 


CSO: 4200/421 
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RENT CONTROL ENDS MARCK 1984; HIKES FEARED 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 14 Jan 84 pp 1, 6 


[Article by Wilma Yamzon] 


[Text] 


CSO: 
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The rent contro] law 
will expire in March this 


year. 

Building owners and 
landiords are reported 
planning to raise their 
rentals by as much as 500 
per cent once the law ex- 
pires 

This means that a ?300 
rent may go up to as high 
as ?1,500 a month 

“If this happens, 
thousands of government 
employes and other low- 
income earners now 
paying less than 300 
monthly for rent would be 
faced with the problem of 
how to make both ends 
meet sources said Rent 
eave up @ big portion of 
the family 

The Rent Contro! Law, 
enacted in 1979, allows 
landowners to increase 
rent by 10 per cent 
annually for @ period of 
five years The last time 
the rents were raised was 
in April, 1983 

After March thie vear, 
there will be no more rent 
control Some sectors in 
the government have re- 
commended that the effec. 
tivity of the lew be ex. 
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tended They suggest « 
five per cent rame every 
year 

“Though thie probably 
means an automatic raise 
every year, it would be 
better than being hit by a 
300-to-600 per cent in- 
crease when the rental 
lew expires.” they sar? 

Apartment lessees said 
that there seems to be no 
landowner who is not 
planning tw raise rental 
rates t @ level that the 
market can Wwilerate 

The Internationa! Civil 
Libertues Union, e world 
wide organization con- 
cerned with humen 
rights, has written to 
President Marcos and re 
minded him of the expira- 
won of the law 

The organization said 
that this could lead t& 
non-payment of apart. 
ment rentals It could also 
deny many families of 
other necessities such as 
clothing and education it 
could likewise aggravate 
the squatter problem 

Lessees of commercia! 
properties have also ex. 
pressed fears over the con. 
tinual raises of the rents 
They are appealing to 
Malacahang for help 
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RUC-III POLICE, MILITARY MISSIONS DEFINED, STREAMLINED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 11 Jan 84 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Brig. Gen. Jose P. Magno, Jr., commander of Regional Unified Command- 
III (RUC-III) in Central Luzon, said yesterday he has removed all possible 
barriers that could hamper Constabulary and police operations in their peace- 
keeping missions. 


Magno also reported to Gen. Fabian C. Ver, Armed Forces staff, that he is 
whipping into line undisciplined military and police personnel under his com- 
mand. 


Magno also reported that he has informed the governors, city and municipal 
mayors in the region not to depend much on the tactical forces--Army, 
Marines and Air Force--in their areas to attend to their peace and order 
problems. 


Magno advised the provincial and local officials to go instead to the PC 
and Integrated National Police (INP) units because these are the permanent 
“territorial forces." 


Magno explained that the tactical forces have a specific missions, particu- 
larly in the anti-insurgency drive. [as published] Once the mission is 
accomplished, the tactical forces are usually withdrawn and reassigned to 
other areas. 


The provinces comprising RUC-III and PC-INP Region III are Bulacan, Nueva 
Ecija, Pampanga, Tarlac, Zambales, Bataan, and Aurora. 


The barriers, which Magno said he has removed, are “territorial limits" of the 
PC and INP, especially when in “hot pursuit" of criminals. 


Magno said that he has expanded the “territorial limits" of the PC-INP to 
the whole region, instead of just the town or province where the PC-INP 
unit is assigned. 


On the imposition of discipline, Magno said that he has started this with the 
ordinary soldier-drivers and those assigned in outposts as sentinels. 
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Magno informed Ver that he has decided to immediately discharge soldiers and 
police drivers who do not observe traffic rules and regulations, are dis- 
courteous in their driving habits and arrogant in dealing with their driver- 
counterparts in the civilian sector. 


The RUC-III chief said the : punishment would be imposed on soldiers who 
do not wear proper military police uniform in driving military vehicles and 
those without trip ticket and specific mission order. 
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INDICATIONS OF QUICK RESPONSE TO POLICE ABUSE 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 11 Jan 84 p 6 
[Editorial: "Watching the Police"] 


[Text] High authorities are showing signs of responding quickly to complaints 
against police abuses. One encouraging report came from Guagua, Pampanga. 

It said the provincial PC-INP commander temporarily pulled out the whole 
municipal police force after having received information that a detainee had 
been tortured last month. There had also been complaints of extortion from 
market vendors, jeepney drivers, and tricycle drivers. 


There was another report that Lt. Gen. Fidel V. Ramos had relieved a newly 
designated commander of a PC company in Baler following receipt of information 
that a detainee had been tortured by the police. 


Torture of detained persons, petty extortion, and drunkenness are offenses 
commonly committed by policemen in many places. Oftentime, however, the 
victims refuse to come forward to complain. Hence abusive policemen are 
emboldened to go on harassing innocent folk. 


If the citizens in all towns could be as courageous as the people of Guagua, 
police behavior would improve considerably. 


It has been suggested that higher authorities, such as the provincial PC 
commanders, take the initiative by closely watching police behavior even 
in the absence of formal complaints and apply the necessary disciplinary 
measures if they should discover lapses in conduct. 


The manner the police comport themselves influences citizen attitude toward 
the government. 


With the recent creation of the position of deputy minister for police 
affairs, the administration manifested the desire to improve police effi- 


ciency. It will surely help the government cope with some long-standing 
problems. 


CSO: 4200/4119 
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"MIDNIGHT' PROMOTIONS AT CENTRAL BANK REPORTED 


PHILIPPINES 


Report Follows Laya Resignation 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 14 Jan 84 p 1 


[Article by Samel Senoren] 


[Text] 


About a dozen or so offi- 
cials and of the 
Central Bank (CB) were 
reported yesterday to 
have been given “mid- 
night” promotions 

CB sources said the 
appointments were being 
rushed to make the 
appointees assume their 
new positions before in- 
coming Gov. Jose B. Fer- 
nandez assumes office 
sometime next week 

News of the appoint. 
ments swept through the 
bank yesterdey causing 
demoralization among 


er than the director level. 
Outgoing Gov. Jaime 
Lava had earler said he 


would revamp the struc- 
ture of the CB before he 
was appointed minister of 
education, culture, and 
sports 


As a prelude to that, he 
tapped e large audit and 
management consulting 
firm to review the CB 
organizational structure 
and make recommenda. 
tions 


Fernandez. who was 
appointed to the CB the 
other day, is expected to 
assume office next week 
after winding up his busi- 
ness affairs, particularly 
at the Far East Bank and 
Trust Co. where he is 


chairman and president 


President Marcos is 
scheduled to induct for- 
mer Central Bank Gov- 





Laya Clarification 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 15 Jan 84 pp 1, 


[Text ] 


Outgoing Central Bank Gov. Jaime C. Laya denied yesterday there have 


been any "midnight" appointments or promotions. 


"I did make some final personnel recommendations to the Monetary Board meet- 
he said in a letter to the BULLETIN yesterday. 


ing yesterday afternoon,” 
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ernor Jaime C. Laya as 
munister of education, cul- 
ture, and sports, and Jose 
B. Fernandez as new CB 


governor at Malecafiang, 
today 


Laya replaces former 
Minister Onofre D. Cor- 
lg peggy 

. 16 last year to be 
able to devote his time 
fully to writing, while 


The First Lady. Mrs 
Imelda R Marcos, met. - 
bers of the Cabinet 
headed by Prime Minister 
Cesar Virata, other gov- 
ernment officials particu- 
larly from the Ministry of 
Education and the Cen- 
tral Bank, and members 
of the Diplomatic Corps in 
Manila are expected to 
attend the oath-taking 
ceremony 








"These included some items that could be misunderstood and I formally wrote 
the incoming governor about these.” 


Laya's letter continued: "I could not attend the meeting and the senior 
deputy governor presided in my absence. The incoming governor was scheduled 
to attend as observer. The senior deputy governor was asked by me to point 
out the potentially controversial items to the incoming governor, to whom I 
wrote that it would be perfectly all right to have them restudied. As I 
write this letter I do not even know if any of the appointments/promotions 
were acted upon. 


"The story insinuates large-scale irregular changes at senior levels. This 
is not so. Most of the recommendations were token recognition to the few 
members of my staff who are returning to the respective offices from where I 
borrowed them. These are a clerk, a messenger and drivers. I proposed a 
Salary increase for my executive assistant, who has helped me from the first 
day that I joined the Central Bank nine years ago. I felt that these could 
hardly be questioned. 


"The one recommendation for promotion to special assistant to the governor 
(one rank higher than director) fills a vacancy and has long been in process. 
The delay was due to a legal impediment and I finally decided to proceed, 
subject to the clearance of that impediment, as I felt that this was the 
right thing to do." 


The BULLETIN had reported yesterday that reports of the projected promotions 
and appointments had swept through the bank and caused demoralization among 
officers and employes. 
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PRESIDENT OFFERS ‘COUNTER TRADE’ SCHEME 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 14 Jan 84 pp 1, 7 


[Text] President Marcos proposed yesterday the adoption of what he called 
“counter trade" to make the country more productive and less dependent on 
foreign imports and loans. 


The President pointed out that the new scheme is aimed at changing the pres- 
ent mendicant character of the economy which has placed the country at the 
mercy of international financing institutions. 


Counter trade, the President explained, means that the country enters into a 
contract over a period of several years “for the supply of certain goods that 
we specialize in and for which the whole or part of the price will be paid 

in advance." 


The new scheme, however, does not constitute barter because the country is 
not paid in kind, the President said. 


He cited the case of sugar under which the importers advanced the funds and 
the government would pay them in this commodity. 


"I anticipate that the planners of the Third World are going to find this 
more convenient that this beggary business before the International Monetary 
Fund and other banking institutions,” the President said. [as published] 


President Marcos is scheduled to induct today former Central Bank Governor 
Jaime C. Laya as minister of education, culture and sports and Jose B. 
Fernandez as new CB governor at ceremonies in Malacanang. 


Laya replaces former Minister Onofre D. Corpuz. Fernandez succeeds Laya. 


According to the President, the scheme would eventually convert the economy 
into a productive one similar to those of China and the United States. 


In spite of this, he said, China's farmers are more prosperous than the pro- 
fessional class. 
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The President also cited the US as an example of a productive society where 
3 percent feed the remaining 97 percent of the population, which thus becomes 
free to produce other goods and services. 


He said that there are now several parties coming from Europe and even the 
United States offering the country counter trade. 


These parties would advance the fund and would even participate in the pro- 
duction of the goods to see to it that the money is spent well, he said. 


The President also cited as important the new program of self-sufficient 
households which was launched by the Ministry of Human Settlements. 


This program, according to the President, would make each particular individual 
self-sufficient in the sense that he would produce income with which to clothe, 
feed and house himself and his family. 


He said the program enables a person with a 300-square meter area of land to 
earn a net income of at least P16,000 a year after paying his loan amor- 
tizations. 

In replacing imports, the President said it might be possible for the nation 
to absorb its domestic production by developing a more systematic domestic 
marketing system. 


The President exhorted traders and merchants all over the country to do their 
share in this effort. 


He said that any surplus production would be sold abroad for dollars. 


The President said that the country, for example, still imports a portion of 
its coffee requirements, a commodity that it can well produce here. 


According to the President, the country has a quota in the world market of 
30,000 bags of coffee which it has not been able to produce. 


The President also cited the recent panic-buying of cooking oil when profiteers 
created an artificial shortage of the commodity. 


This showed that cooking oil has a potential domestic market like sugar, he 
said. 


When there was a low supply of sugar, he said, everybody complained about the 
shortage. 


Originally, the supply of sugar for domestic requirements was only 600,000 
to 700,000 tons. This now has gone up to 1,240,000 tons, he said. 
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DAILY REPORTS WHEAT, GRAIN SITUATION 
Increased Wheat Crop Sought 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 16 Jan 84 p 8 


[Text] The National Food Authority will substantially increase this year 
local production of wheat to reduce the country's dependence on imported 
wheat flour. 


The agency said that wheat production can be increased through semi-commercial 
planting of the crop. 


Local production of the crop had been on the experimental stage in the last 
few years. 


Some 100 hectares of land in Dingras, Liocos Norte used in the experimental 
production of wheat would likely be expanded, NFA officials said. 


It was learned that the country had already been producing an average 1.2 to 
1.5 metric tons of wheat per hectare, a level which is not way off the normal 
production of two to 2.5 metric tons per hectare. (DIS) 


Grain Shipments Begin Arriving 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Jan 84 pp 1, 3 
[Text] The National Food Authority said yesterday that wheat, soybean, and 
yellow corn imports have started to arrive, stabilizing domestic supply and 
erasing fears of possible shortages. 
Food Minister Jesus Tanchanco said that the importation, worth $60.3 million, 
will answer the country's grains needs, primarily during the first quarter of 


this year. 


He said that the grains imports coming from the United States and Brazil are 
funded by a $230-million loan granted by the Commodity Credit Corp. (CCC) 
and the United States Export-Import Bank. 


Tanchanco said part of the wheat importation, totalling 175,000 long tons, is 
now being unloaded at the Manila South Harbor. 
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The shipment arrived from the United States aboard the mv Antoinette. 


Three shipments of soybean worth $21 million are due to arrive next month 
from the United States and Brazil to meet the needs of the feeds industry. 


Tanchanco said that this will be boosted by the arrival of 25,000 metric tons 
of yellow corn worth $4.3 million in March. 


Tanchanco added that the 175,000 long tons of wheat scheduled to arrive this 
month will be more than enough to meet the flour needs of the country. 


He said that the wheat shipments are covered by seven letters of credit (LCs) 
opened earlier under the priority import program of the government. 


The wheat will be milled and then distributed to bakeries nationwide. Flour 
distribution will be carried out by the NFA through its field offices and 
Kadiwa outlets. 


Earlier the NFA took over temporarily from the private sector the distribution 
of flour to check hoarding and overpricing. 


Tanchanco assured that the country will have adequate supply of vital grain 
commodities and there is no basis for speculation on possible shortages. 
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FURTHER REPORTAGE ON FIRMS FILING TO LAYOFF WORKERS 


Ministry Cites 1,400 Firms 15 Jan 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 16 Jan 84 pp 1, 13 


[Article by Chito Parazo] 


[Text ] 


Some 1,400 business 
firms in Metro Manila 
have filed applications 
with the Ministry of 
Labor and Emplovy- 
ment (MOLE) for clear- 
ance to terminate a 
considerable number of 
their workers because 
of the worsening econo- 
mic situation sources 
at the MOLE said 
yesterday. 

The same sources 
said that 50 more firms 
will stop their opera- 
tion next month be- 
cause of dwindling in- 
ventories of imported 
raw materials. Govern- 
ment’s foreign ex- 
change restrictions 
prevented these com- 
panies from importing 
their raw materials. 

Against the back- 
drop of worsening un- 
employment, labor 
ministry officials, 
members of the Em- 
ployers Confederation 


of the Philippines 
(ECOP) and some labor 
leaders will meet this 
week to discuss mea- 
sures designed to coun- 
ter the negative effects 
of shutdowns and 
layoffs. 

ECOP members and 
leaders of the Trade 
Union Congress of the 
Philippines (TUCP) 
said yesterday that 
business shutdowns 
and terminations of 
workers will continue 
unless urgent mea- 


sures to lift restrictions 
on importation of raw 
materials are adopted. 

They said that the 
first quarter of this 
year is very crucial to 
the other manufactur- 
ing industries which 
import parts of their 
raw materia! needs as 
their inventories of raw 


materials are now ab- 
out to be exhausted 
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Sources at MOLE the “de facto” import 
said that the number of and foreign exchange 


layoffs reported has 
caused alarm among 
labor ministry  offi- 
cials 

In October last year, 
the number of workers 
terminated was 4,835 
compared to only 2,033 
for the same month 
last year. The increase 
was 42 per cent 

During the first two 
weeks of November, 
the number of workers 
terminated stood at 
5,159 in Metro Manila 
alone. 

Labor leaders said 
that employment 
started to alide down in 
the second half of 1983 
mainivy due to severs! 
factors, including the 
“de facto” import and 
foreign exchange con- 
trols, tightening of cre- 
dit and increase in the 
inflation rate. Thie re- 
sulted in the slowdown 
of bueinese activities 

Industry leaders, on 
the other hand, said 


contro] is expected to 
result in the reduction 
of import bill from $7.7 
billion in 1982 to about 
$6.5 billion last year 
and to $5 billion thi 


year. 

They said this causes 
sluggish production 
due to lack of raw 
materials. This, in 
turn. leads to an em- 
ployment decrease of 
18 per cent in the 
manufacturing sectors 
and layoff of about 
165,000 workers. 

Industry and labor 
leaders said that limit. 
ing the import bill to 
$5 billion thie year will 
also affect some 22,000 
workers in the textile 
manufacturing, 17,900 
workers in machinery 
manufacturing, 10,200 
workers in metal pro- 
ducts manufacturing, 
6,400 workers in che- 
mical manufacturing, 
and 3,300 workers in 
paper products manu- 
facturing 





Several More Firms File 16 Jan 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Jan 84 pp 1, 3 
[Article by Chito Parazo] 


[Text] One-hundred fifty-eight more firms filed yesterday applications with 
the Ministry of Labor and Employment (MOLE) for clearance to stop their 
business operations temporarily and terminate a considerable number of their 
workers. 


The reasons cited by the distressed firms for closing down their business 
include severe finaucial losses, scarcity of raw materials, and tightening of 
credit. 


According to them, this resulted in the slowdown of business activities. 


The latest figure indicated that 1,558 firms have applied for clearances to 
close down temporarily as a result of the worsening economic situation. 


Reports by the MOLE's labor statistics service (LSS) showed that most of 
the 158 firms will close down next month to minimize losses. 


Most of these firms are in the automotive, transportation, electronics, 
telecommunications, and textile industries. 


Among those laying off their workers are Johnson-Johnson Manufacturing, 500 
workers; National Panasonic Phils., 100; Ideal Synthetic Industries Corp., 
205; Paramount Chemical, 108; Ford Philippines, 975; New Land Food Corp., 

194; Pentagon Packaging Corp., 350; Manhattan Mfg. Mktg. Co., 103 and Sherwin- 
Williams Phil., 86. 


Labor Minister Blas F. Ople and labor leaders affiliated with the Kilusang 
Mayo Uno (KMU) will meet today at the Intercontinental hotel to discuss the 
unemployment situation. 


KMU leaders said that the government should provide substantial financial 
relief to laid-off workers. 


Rolando Olalia, secretary-general of the KMU, said that the government should 
order multinational firms and big local firms with strong tie-ups with foreign 
capital to put up counterpart financial assistance for laid-off workers. 


Olalia claimed that loans from the Social Security System (SSS) or the KKK are 
not too realistic to meet the needs of displaced workers. 


KMU leaders also proposed that local firms with no financial backing from 
foreign countries must be relieved of heavy tax burden to enable them to cope 


with the present crisis. 


CSO: 4200/422 
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AQUINO WITNESS REPORTED MISSING 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 14 Jan 84 pp l, 6 


[Article by Rey G. Panaligan] 


[Text] 


CSO: 


A China Air Lines 
(CAL) woman passenger 
who was tegged as 4 
possible eyewitness to the 
assassination of former 
Sen. Benigno S. Aquino is 
missing 

Board genera! counse! 
Dean Andres R. Narvasa 
said thet investigator: 
went to her Metro Manils 
residence but could not 
find her 

As this developed, 
Resendo Cawigan 
branded as “not true” th« 
charge that he was prom- 
ised a banana plantation 
concession as considera. 
tion for his testimony be- 


fore the Agrava fact- 
finding board 

Narvasa said that the 
woman passenger, whom 
the board identified only 
as a certain Ms Santos, 
le her residence a day 
after Aquino’s assassina- 
tion last Aug 2) and has 
not wer. heard from since 

Ms Santos must have 
gone to her province in 
the south but not out of 
the country, Narvasa 
quoted her neighbors are 
saying 

The woman passenger 
was with Aquino on board 
the CAL plane from 


Taipeh 


4200/42) 


Several witnesses. who 
had testified before the 
fact-finding board, 
pointed to Ms Santos as 
the one who became hye 
terical and cried out, 
“Pinatay na siva™ (he has 
been killed), when she de. 
barked from the plane 
moments Aquino was 
shot 

Narvase said several 
witnesses have been lined 
up by the board for ques 
tioning One of them is 
movie actress Gloria Diaz, 
he said 

Lawver Rau! Gonzales 
of the Netional Bar Asso- 
cation told the board Ms 
Diaz told him that she 
was with government off) - 
cuit during talke with 
Aquine ebroad 

During vesterday s 
hearing Jolly Roofrir, 
chief of the aocumentary 
section of the National 
Medie Production Center 
(NMPC), told the board he 
covered the talke of the 
Firet Lady Mre Imelda R 
Marcos with Aquino in 


New York City 

Riofrir said two of the 
meetings were held at the 
Waldorf Astoria Towers 
and at the Philippine 
Center in New York He 
naid the talks centered on 
the efforts of the govern 
ment through Mr. Mar. 
cos to dissuade Aquino 
from coming t Manila 
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During these talks Rio 
fir sand Aquine’s com 
panion former Sen 
Ernesto Macede pre 
vented him from tabhing 


pictures 

Public hearings wil! re 
sume Monday at the So 
cial Secunty Svste rm bid 


in Quezon City 


The former bodyguard 
of former Senator Benig- 
no 5S. Aquine, Jr dened 
yesterday that he war 
promised es banana 
plantation conmorss.on on 
Davac for his testimors 
before the Agreva fact 
finding board 

“It's not true In fact, | 
had been to Davao only 
once and in the course of 
my assignment said 
Rosendo Cawigan react 
ing to the allegation 

In an interview, Caw). 
gan said he would file « 
case of libel againet 
lawyer Raul M Gonzale: 

Cawigan, an intell)- 
= officer of the 

ational Food Authority. 
said that the only time he 
went to Devao was in 
1979 in the course of an 
investigation for bis 
office 

During his testimony 
before the board. Caw gan 
said the Communist Par 
ty of the Philippines had 
ordered the execution of 
Aquino last Aug 21 
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COLUMNIST ON AQUINO EVIDENCE, OPPOSITION CONGRESS 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 16 Jan 84 pp 6, 12 


[Column by Oriando F. Aquino: 


[Excerpt | 


CSO: 


HOTOGRAPHS published in 

the newspapers of that man in 
the striped t-shirt with a gun on the 
airport tarmac during the assa- 
sination of former Sen. Benigno 
Aquino Jr. showed something more 
significant which, to our mind, 
should draw the attention and scru- 
tins of the Agrava fact-finding 
board — and thai is the complete 
absence of the military escorts of 
the slain opposition leader at the 
time the photos were taken. 

A closer look at the photograph: 
reveal Uo Aquine and his alleged 
assassin Kolando Galman were al! 
alone on the tarmac during those 
few moments. Where did the milit- 
ary escorts go” For that matter. 
where were the Avsecom security 
men who were under orders to take 
Aquim. to bor Benitfacin or, w it 
turned out. to the hespital? 

The implication of these photo 
graphs are pregnant with meaning 
because thes raise strong doubts 
that Aquino was immediately 
rushed to the hospital as claimed by 
government witnesses. The “sud- 
den” disappearance of the escorts 
also needs to be explained. 

Considering the number of photo- 
graphs taken of the incident, 
perhaps it would be a good idea for 
the probers to have them all printed 
and then placed in sequential order. 
Because pictures don't lie as a rule, 
we are sure thes will tell a much 
more truthful story than what ha 
been said on the witness stand or 
provide the needed documentation 
to prove the truth or falsity of 
certain testimonies — and, hopeful- 
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"Tell-Tale Photos" |] 


ly nthe process, bring out the truth 
about the five-month-old killing. 
. a . 


What transpired during the re 
cent Kongreso ng Mamamayens 
Pilipino (Kompil: should serve as a 
lesson to its organizers that it takes 
more than just enthusiasm and a 
modicum of talent to hold euch a 
Massive gathering of people pur- 
portedly representing a cross section 
of the entire nation. Truth to tell, it 
needs a lot of expertise thet only 
long political experience and savvy 
can provide 

As we had feared, the Komp! 
became th instrument of leftist 
elements which were able to infil- 
trale the gathering And being bet. 
ter organized. onented and moti- 
vated. they were able to dominate 
the proceedings to « significant ex- 
tent. The moderates and those be- 
longing to other groups were simply 
“outmaneuvered,” for want of a bet- 
ter term. and forced to just let things 
ride so as not to break up the 


Of course, “Butz” Aquino, the 
slain opposition leader's brother. 
tried to rationalize the matter with 
bold words to the effect that “it 
proves that everybody. including 


the communists, were represented, 
thus making it more democratic.” 
Sad to say, the Kompil merely added 
to the confusion that seems to have 
befallen the opposition ranks today 

And if they don't watch out, they 
may vet be defeating the very cause 
“Ninoy” Aquino was killed for — or, 
worse, fanning the fire that could 
only lead to a national! catastropha 
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TWO THOUSAND 'NON-RESIDENTS" EXCLUDED FROM 27 JAN PLEBISCITE 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 13 Jan 84 pp 1, 9 
[Article by C. Valmoria, Jr] 


[Text] The Commission on Elections (Comelec) scored yesterday in its drive 
to purge the voters list of illegal residents for the Jan. 27 plebiscite 

as some 2,000 non-residents from 15 voting centers in Fort Bonifacio were 
ordered excluded by the metropolitan trial court. 


Chairman Vicente M. Santiago, Jr. said that Comelec had also filed petitions 
for the exclusion of about 1,500 suspected non-resident voters in three 
barangays of Paranaque. 


He said court action is also being awaited on exclusion cases against hundreds 
of construction workers in Ramon, Isabela. 


In other areas, similar petitions are being filed on the basis of the results 
of the house-to-house canvass or mail check of voters conducted in the 
barangays by the election registrars, Santiago said. 


The Comelec chief said the poll body is not letting up in its efforts to 
weed out all illegal or irregular registrants, despite the general voters 
registration scheduled in March. 


"Since the present list will still be used in the national plebiscite, we 
have to see to it that it is rid of all traces of irregularity,” he added. 


Santiago stressed that recourse to the courts is resorted to only when other 
expeditious means of cleaning the list are not possible. Actually in most 
cases, the list is being purged without court intervention, he said. 


According to him, dead or disqualified voters are being eliminated from the 
list on the basis of certifications from the local civil registrars or the 
clerks of courts. The registration of voters who have transferred residence 
are being cancelled upon their request, he said. 


The National Citizens Movement for Free Elections (Namfrel) launched a nation- 


wide education and information campaign for all qualified voters to support 
and participate actively in setting up a new voters list. 


&R 











Namfrel officials, led by national chairman Jose Concepcion, Jr., and vice 
chairmen Vicente R. Jayme and Jose Y. Feria, Jr., announced the campaign 
following the signing by President Marcos of the new registration decree. 


As the Comelec citizen arm, Namfrel is the umbrella organization of some /0 


major civil, religious, professional, labor, farmers, business, and student- 
youth groups working for free, honest, and orderly elections. 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST ON DAVAO'S ‘INVISIBLE GOVERNMENT' 
HK060343 Manila METRO MANILA TIMES in English 4 Feb 84 p 6 
["The Jaywalker" column by Arturo A. Borjal: “Invisible Government in Davao"] 


[Text] Davao City--There is probably no other place in the country where the 
power and influence of an invisible government is more pronounced than in Davao. 
Here in the city and its neighboring Davao provinces, the New People's Army is 
definitely a force to reckon with. People move about or do their chores, al- 
ways with the unseen presence of the NPA in mind. 


In Davao, hardly a day passes without someone--a cop or a soldier or a civilian 
with an atraso--losing his life to an armed man. If the killing is committed 
in broad daylight and right in front of onlookers, chances are the “Sparrow 
Unit" did it to punish him for an atraso, or debt to society or fellowmen. But 
if the killing is done at night, the popular impression is that it was done to 
retaliate against the NPA's "Sparrow Unit.” 


The daily slayings are no longer news to Davawenos. In fact, when you confront 
a resident with the question, "How's the peace and order situation here?” his 
answer would usually be "Okay lang," and explains by saying, "Basta walang 
atraso, okay lang." 


The “Sparrows” are young--15 to 22 years old--and they look like any other 
youngsters living in the big city. Some play basketball in a neighborhood 
court; others go out on dates. And when they finally bring out their 45 cali- 
ber guns to catch their prey, they do their job nonchalantly, never running 
away or showing fear. Sometimes, they even wave their hands to stupefied on- 
lookers. 


The "Sparrows" have succeeded in instilling fear among Davao's policemen. In 

the city itself, seldom can one see a uniformed traffic cop in an intersection. 
Outside the police station, he would be easy prey for the gunwielding youngsters. 
Because of the absence of policemen in city streets, traffic anarchy and petty 
snatvhings are prevalent. 


What's distrubing is the growing ¢ ;mpathy of the populace for the "Sparrow" 
killings. "The people killed are those who are abusive, those who betray the 
masa,” Davawenos say. The "Sparrows" provide the “balance of terror" that can 
stop potential lawbreakers from pursuing their criminal intent, they add. 
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Davao's invisible government is starting to interact with other sectors of 
society. If the poll boycott was a howling success on Plebiscite Day, it 

was mainly due to the combined efforts of the United Opposition and the left- 
ist-leaning groups of Davao. The boycotters went out to the streets to drama- 
tize their cause--and the NPA‘'s managed to run away with more than 50 ballot 
boxes. 


Earlier, when the "National Day of Rest" project was launched by anti-Marcos 
forces, Davao City actually stood still the whole day. Public utility vehicles 
were grounded by their owners, more out of fear than sympathy for the opposi- 
tion cause. And on “Human Rights Day" last December, tens of thousands of 
strange faces converged in city streets, their movements there orchestrated by 
unseen hands. When dusk fell, they moved out as quietly as they had come at 
dawn. 


The city is in ferment. Every now and then, hundreds of students would just 
march in downtown streets, their red flags and red-lettered placards giving 
them away. Even newly-painted walls of schools and other establishments have 
not escaped being smeared with graffiti about the NPA. And in the plaza in 
front of Davao City Hall, the raging topics among the afternoon “Hyde Park" 
debaters center on which is better: Demokrasya o Komunista." 


Government authorities should take a long hard look at what's happening in 
Davao City and its environs. Right now, it appears that the festering problem 
there cannot be solved by the military presence. On the contrary, the fre- 
quent confrontations between civilians and soldiers might just polarize the 
situation, to the great disadvantage of the government itself, 


Pulsebeat: Davao's opposition groups have finally united under the "United 
Opposition.” Spearheading the coalition are former Mayor Luis Santos of 

Unido [United Nationalist Democratic Opposition], Zafiro Respicio of PDP-Laban 
[Pilipino Democratic Party-Lakas ng Bayan], and lawyer Silvestre Bello of 
Mindanao Alliance.... Voter turnout at neighboring General Santos City was 

32 precent. In Davao City, only 35 percent showed up at the precincts. These 
are based on Comelec [Commission on Elections] figures gathered here. 


What government authorities should avoid is to spawn the emergence of other 
invisible government elsewhere. For if other Davaos should rise from the 
economic and political crises now besetting the country, the future will in- 
deed be bleak for the masses. 


It's imperative that a team of social scientists be dispatched posthaste to 


Davao to find out the root cause of the simmering problem there. Any delay 
in solving the problem there can be disastrous to the entire country. 
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PHILIPPINES 


PRESIDENT PLANS FUND TO UPGRADE JUDICIARY 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 13 Jan 84 pp 1, 9 


[Text] President Marcos proposed yesterday the creation of a revolving fund 
to finance the construction of courtrooms, libraries, and other infrastruc- 
ture requirements of the judiciary to upgrade the facilities and the work of 
the judicial system. 


During a meeting at Malacanang with the officers and board members of the 
Integrated Bar of the Philippines (IBP), the President said he hoped the fund 
could be established before the year's end to be drawn from the legal and 
other administrative fees collected by the government. 


He directed the Ministry of Finance to work with the Office of Budget and 
Management along with the Ministry of Justice on the details of setting up 
the fund. 


"This will not only bring up the dignity of the members of the judiciary but 
also make their work more expeditious,” the President said. 


The President also announced that upon the IBP's representation, all the 
cases against the riotous demonstrators in Metro Manila last Sept. 21 and 23 
will no longer be prosecuted. 


Prior to the announcement, he had already ordered the release of all these 
demonstrators, numbering more than 59. 


The IBP delegation was led by its president, Raul Roco, and included retired 
Chief Justice Roberto Concepcion, who is the chairman of the national conm- 
mittee on legal aid, and former Supreme Court Justice J. B. L. Reyes, who 

is president emeritus and adviser-consultant to the board of governors. 


The President discussed with the group the problems of the judiciary, par- 
ticularly the crowded court schedules and said he hoped the IBP could help 
in the efforts to unclog the docket and speed up the settlement of legal 
cases. 


On behalf of the IBP, Roco pledged to support all programs in support of the 
rule of law and said their organization was involving itself intensively 
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in the campaign for full participation by the people in the electoral 
process. 


Roco said the IBP is intent not only in helping unclog the dockets but also 
in installing, as part of its public duty, a greater sense of law among the 


citizenry. 
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KBL LEADERS ENDORSE OPLE FOR VICE PRESIDENT 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 11 Jan 84 p 16 


[Text } 
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PHILIPPINES 


BIGORNIA ON POLL BOYCOTT, BANK HOLDINGS 
Manila BULLiTIN TODAY in English 13 Jan 84 p 6 
[Column by Jesus Bigornia: “Lack of Funds Behind Poll Boycott Move?"] 


[Text] Rank and file oppositionists are beginning to suspect their leaders 
of using election boycott as a fig leaf to cover a yawning lack of funds with 
which to finance a credible campaign for seats in the Batasang Pambansa. 

A onetime Liberal Party (LP) stalwart denounces party chieftains thus: 

"They (party leaders) appear to dread the moment of truth when they have to 
spend their own money to fuel a campaign machinery. To hide their shame, 
they now raise the issue of boycott.” With such sentiments gaining wider 
currency, it is entirely likely that advocates of boycott might yet find 
themselves bereft of followers, chiefs without Indians, should they persist 
on their stance. 


Obviously irked by noncompliance with previous presidential instructions by 
the Development Bank of the Philippines (DBP) and the Philippine National 

Bank (PNB), President Marcos ordered in clearcut instructions during last 
Sunday night's televised interview that they divest themselves of foreclosed 
properties. The President specially mentioned Pantranco North Express. He 
said PNB had no business holding on to the giant bus company servicing Central 
and Northern Luzon because, among others, a bank has no business in bus 
transportation and, furthermore, it was in violation of the law limiting the 
period within which banks may hoid on to acquired assets to not more than 

five years. Ditto the DBP. 


The President having laid the government line, both PNB and DBP are left 

with no recourse but hasten the sale of foreclosed properties, in the case of 
the PNB, the Pantranco North Express. Reliable sources at the PNB, Malacanang 
and the Ministry of Transportation and Communications (MOTC) say two inter- 
ested buyers have indicated their desire to purchase Pantranco North and 

have either submitted or are submitting their respective bids. They are 
identified as Mrs. A. Natividad-Nisce, a recognized leader in the trans- 
portation business, and Ruben Saulos,, proprietor of Dagupan Bus. 


Backing up the Nisce bid are the Nisces' giant Philippine Rabbit Bus line 


and Victory Liner belonging to her son-in-law's family. Saulog enters the 
picture with equally credible credentials. He is a major stockholder in 
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Saulog Transportation and sole proprietor of Dagupan Bus. Put together the 
facilities of the two companies should exceed the potential of Pantranco 
North. He could be just what the doctor ordered for the ailing Pantranco 
North Express. 


Pantranco North was originally the Pangasinan Transportation Co., Inc. Frank 
Klar, an American, founded it in Dagupan in 1917. After his death, ownership 
passed on to heirs Jose L. Klar and Rafael Gonzales. In 1970, a Manila- 
based management company bought the giant firm. From this point, Pantranco 
North Express as it was re-named, started to run downhill. It sank deeper 
and deeper in a financial quagmire. Ultimateiy, it was taken over by the 
PNB, its biggest creditor. 
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PROVINCIAL TEACHERS BACK ELECTIONS BOYCOTT 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Jan 84 p 32 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


4200/421 


Teacher organize 
tions in 10 province- 
have endorsed the 
boycott campaign of 
the coming plebiscite 
and elections in tw 
separate regiona! con 
ference- 

Meanwhile, officers 
of five teacher associe 
tions under the State 
( olleges and Univers) 
1. Facult.s Allan 
(SCUFA in «at 
emergencs meeting 
this weekend. also d& 
cided they wil! not only 
support the bovcott but 
also “defend the nght 
of teachers to act 
according t their con 
scuence and reesist 
threats and haras- 
ments.” Rene Romero. 
SCUFA chairperson 
said 

The Southern Mir, 
danao chapter of th 
Kahukbungan ng mga 
Magtutudlo ug Kawao 
ni sa Edukasyon sa 
Mindanao (KAMKEM 
conference held at 


Davao Citys was 
attended by 35 
teachers organizations 
of the Alliance of Con 
cerned Teachers 
(AC ] 

The delegates cann 
from South Cotabato 
North Cotabato. Sur: 
gav dei Sur, Surigao 
Ge!) Norte. and Davai 
Oriental 

A conference of I> 
teacher organizaticr 
in) Bicol held in Naga 
City also decided im a 
resuvlution tw boy roti 
the coming plebiscit 
and Batasan election 

ACT Bico! composed of 
teacher organizations 
from Albay. Sorsogon 
Camarines Norte and 
Camarines Sur hosted the 
consultation conference 

Teachers of Cavite com 
ing from four towns also 
agreed W join the boycott 
in the coming plebiscite 

The two dig regional 
Organizations end the 
SCUFA are active and 
militant affiliates of the 
AC l 


PHILIPPINES 





PHILIPPINES 


BRIEFS 


PAF CHIEF ON MINDANAO ASSIGNMENTS--Zamboanga City--Maj. Gen. Vicente M. 
Piccio, Jr., commanding general of the Philippine Air Force (PAF), cited 
yesterday the importance of assignments in Mindanao in military careers. 

In a speech delivered during ceremonies marking the change of command of the 
530th Air Base Wing at Edwin Andrews Air Base here, General Piccio said he 
wants to correct the "wrong notion that an assignment here in Mindanao is 

a no-bearing assignment." He pointed out that "a good number of officers 
earned their stars while assigned in this area."" He said he was one of these 
officers. He believed that Mindanao is the best training ground for young 
officers who have potential to become future leaders of the armed forces. 
Piccio added that the assignment enables the officer to have "a firmer grasp 
of the political, economic, and military situation." During the ceremonies, 
Col. Jose de Leon was installed as commander of the 530th Air Base Wing. 

He replaced Colonel Hernando who was congratulated by General Piccio "for a 
job well done." [By Louie Perez] [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 
17 Jan 84 pp 1, 3] 


LIBERAL PARTY POLITICIAN QUITS UNIDO--San Pablo City--Former Laguna Congress- 
man Manuel A. Concordia announced yesterday his recent resignation as a 
member and officer of the UNIDO in answer to the call of Liberal Party Acting 
Secretary-General Abraham Sarmiento for all its members who have participated 
in other opposition groups "to sever their positions and memberships in such 
other political-partisan groups." "As a true and loyal party man, I owe it 
to the party which enabled me to be of service to my people,” Concordia 
stated, adding that the party's “reorganization and revitalization will need 
all my available time and energy." Concordia, who is the LP Vice President 
for Southern Tagalog, reiterated that the Liberal Party “stands ready to 
enter into a coalition of forces with other real opposition parties on equal 
but not subordinate footing." [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 

16 Jan 84 p 9] 


RATS DAMAGE DAVAO CROPS--Tagi:, »:vao del Norte--Rampant rat infestation has 
damaged thousands of hectares of :orn and rice lands in all the 21 munici- 
palities of this province, th Laistry of Agriculture reported yesterday. 
Felicisimo Aguila, pest disease wanagement officer of the ministry, said the 


municipalities include Asuncion, New Torella, Sto. Tomas, Campostela, and 
Nagunturan. A survey of the damaged area is being conducted to estimate the 
damage, Aguila said. He added that the rat infestation was due to the long 
drought and the non-availability of rodenticides which should have been dis- 
tributed by the government free to the farmers. [By Ped Velasco] [Text] 
[Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 14 Jan 84 pp 1, 6] 
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LOG EXPORTS TO CONTINUE--The country will continue to export logs this year 
to take advantage of the rising world prices and help generate foreign 
exchange earnings. Exports of semi-processed and processed wood products 
like lumber, wood shingles and others will also be pushed to meet rising 
demands in the US and Europe, forestry director Edmundo Cortes said yester- 
day. In addition, he said, the government intends to encourage the export 
of albizzia falcataria, a wood species used for (paper) pulp making. 

Cortes said wood exporters have expressed support to the government decision 
but demanded the relaxation of existing export procedures and allocation of 
foreign exchange for the importation of their requirements, particularly 
equipment and machinery. The Philippine Wood Products Association (PWPA), 
Cortes added, has specifically demanded for the scrapping of certain export 
procedures that tend to increase the costs of exporters. At present, 

export procedures include certificate of inspection or commodity clearance, 
purchase order by buyer, report on foreign sales (from the Central Bank), 
certificate of lumber origin and sales invoices. Total log exports last 
year reached only 700,000 cubic meters out of a quota of one million cubic 
meters. Lumber exports reached over two million cubic meters, most of which 
went to the United States and other European countries. [By Rose de la Cruz] 
[Text] [Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 12 Jan 84 p 10] 


TWO TERRORISTS KILLED--A policeman and two terrorists were killed in an 
encounter between a PC-police team and a group of rebels in Llocos Norte 
last Jan. 1, reports reaching Camp Crame yesterday said. The reports also 
said a civilian, Santos Andrade, was killed when he was caught in the cross- 
fire. The firefight, which lasted 40 minutes, took place in Payac, Bagui, 
Ilocos Norte, the reports said. Brig. Gen. Victorino Azada, Region 1, PC 
commander, identified the slain policeman as Pat. Virgilio Aguda of Bangui 
police. The two dead rebels were not identified. Azada said his men recov- 
ered one homemade M-16 Armalite rifle, a carbine, a homemade shotgun, a 

cal. .22 rifle, assorted bullets, foodstuff, personal belongings of the rebels 
and subversive documents. However, the service firearms of Aguda, a .38 
cal, revolver and an M-16 Armalite assault rifle, were taken by the rebels. 
[Text] [Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 11 Jan 84 p 3} 


ARMS-LANDING CASE CHARGES CLEARED--Twenty of the 92 accused in the MV [expan- 
sion unknown] Karagatan arms-landing case in 1972 have been cleared by Special 
Military Commission No 1. For your information, the MV Karagatan landed arms 

in Palanan, Isabella, in 1972, allegedly for the communist movement. One of 
those cleared was Mr (Nina Buscaino), wife of (Bernaber Buscaino), alias Com- 
mander Dante, who is the alleged commander of the New People's Army. Twelve 

of those cleared were reportedly given amnesty by the president, while the 
remaining four [as heard] reportedly died in gun battles with government troops. 
The three who were released together with Mrs (Buscaino) were Benita Evangelista, 
allegedly the sister-in-law of Jose Pepa Luneta, a suspected Communits Party 
leader on the run; Eunila Lumpang, allegedly a maid of the Lunetas; and Maxima 
Luneta Esquerra, also a relative of (Jose). [Text] [0W031223 Quezon City RPN 
Television Network in English 1100 GMT 3 Feb 84] 
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BRIEFS 


JAPANESE EDUCATION GRANT--Two Provincial Premiers have left the country for 

a week official visit to Japan. They are the Premier of Temotu Province, 

Dr David Dawea Taukalo and the Premier of Central Province, Mr George 
Tuhaika. Dr Taukalo and Mr Tuhaika were invited to visit Japan by private 
association known as the "Japan & South Pacific Co-operating Association." 
Their visit was arranged by the Association through the Solomon Islands 
Government. While in Japan, the two Premiers would make courtesy calls on 
the country's Ministry of International Trade and Industry and the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. The Association has also made arrangements for the 
Premiers to visit a trout farm, a fish market, a fish cannery and factory 
winere fish are frozen and skipjack is processed, 4a shipbuilding yard, mandrin 
orange cannery, a Metropolitan fish market and the Toyota Motor Corporation 
factory. Dr Taukalo and Mr Tuhaika's travel expenses and all hotel accommo- 
dations in and out of Japan all be borne by the Association. [Text] 

[Honiara SOLOMON STAR in English 13 Jan 84 p 9] 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


BRIEFS 


DOMESTIC UNREST--According to reports from Vietnam, in November and December 1983, 
there were three mutinies in a military technical school in Tay Ninh Province, 
southern Vietnam. This happened following the Le Duan clique's forceful attempt 
to arm the new recruits. The Vietnamese people and yourh clearly see the 

Le Duan clique's successive deceitful policies. They are categorically opposing 
these policies and refusing to be sent to die on the battlefield of aggression 

in Kampuchea. They are revolting and turning against the Le Duan clique, returmm- 
ing home, and fleeing into the jungles to join the resistance. Furthermore, in 
Vietnam, the Vietnamese people are facing difficulties and confusion. All this 
revolves around the issue of getting one's belly filled. The Vietnamese people 
in general think that in this troubled situation--in Vietnam, on the battlefield 
of aggression in Kampuchea, and in the international arena--the Le Duan clique 
must end its war of aggression and race extermination in Kampuchea and stop 
expanding and threatening countries near and far if it is to solve this problem. 
[Text] [BKO31014 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army of Democratic Kampuchea 
in Cambodian 1000 GMT 2 Feb 84] 


CSO: 4212/31 


81 





INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


WORLD LEADERS WELCOME INDOCHINESE PEACE EFFORTS 
OW091219 Hanoi VNA in English 0702 GMT 9 Feb 84 


[Text] Hanoi, 9 Feb ‘\“A)--"The party, government and people of Mongolia highly 
value the efforts am. contributions of the three Indochinese countries to peace 
and security in the region, and fully support their correct stand,” said 

T. Gombosuren, Mongolian vice-foreign minister while receiving Vietnamese 
Ambassador Cao Kien Thiet on 27 January. 


Victor Tinoco, acting foreign minister of Nicaragua while receiving Vietnamese 
Ambassador Nguyen Dinh Bin in Managua on 3 February expressed his joy over the 
big achievements of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea in national construction and 
defence. He warmly welcomed and fully supported the correct stand and goodwill 
of the Indochinese countries as expounded in the communique of the eighth regular 
conference of the foreign ministers of Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea. 


While receiving Vietnamese Ambassador Vu Song and Kampuchean Ambassador 

Phong Sareth in Prague on 31 January, Bohuslav Chnoupek, member of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia and foreign minister, stressed: 
the eighth foreign ministers’ conference of the three Indochinese countries is an 
event of great significance in the present situation in the region aid the world. 
I hope that the ASEAN countries will positively meet the Indochinese countries’ 
proposals in order to promote dialogue between the two groups of countries.” 


NEUES DEUTSCHLAND, the paper of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany wrote in a 
recent article: Vietnam, Laos and Kampuchea have once again shown their readi- 
ness to join the ASEAN countries in making Southeast Asia a region of peace, 
Stability, friendship and cooperation.... It is necessary to work out a solution 
to the problems in Southeast Asia, a solution that would ensure independence 

and sovereignty of all countries in the region and peaceful coexistence between 
the ASEAN and Indochinese countries, 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


VIETNAMESE-LAO SEMINAR ON INFORMATION-INVENTION HELD 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 12 Dec 83 p 4 
| Article: ''Vietnam-Laos Seminar on Information and Invention" | 


[Text] Recently, with the permission of the chairman of the Council of Min- 
isters of our country, the Invention Department of the State Science and Tech- 
nology Commission, in coordination with the World Organization for Mental 
Properties (a U.N. specialized agency), held a specialized seminar on ''The 
use of Information and Invention for Technical Development" in Hanoi for the 
specialized cadres of Vietnam and the Lao People's Democratic Republic. 


Attending the opening ceremonies were Professor Dang Huu, alternate mem- 
ber of the VCP Central Committee and chairman of the State Science and Tech- 
nology Commission; Mr Macbon Khayom, representative of the World Organ- 
ization for Mental Properties; and Lopkeo Luangkhot, second secretary at the 
Embassy of the Lao People's Democratic Republic in Vietnam. Mr Macbon 
Khayom read a letter of greetings from Dr Atpat Bokse, director general of 
the World Organization for Mental Properties. 


Council of Ministers Deputy Chairman Vo Nguyen Giap came to and addressed 
the seminar. It scored good success and highlighted the measures to be taken 
to use information and invention to serve the needs of the developing countries 
for technical and economic development. 


559 
CSO: 4209/129 


83 





INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, TRADE AND AID 


BRIEFS 


SOVIET BALLET TROUPE--Hanoi, 8 Feb (VNA)--The ballet troupe of the Leningrad 
Opera Theatre gave its premiere in Hanoi on 7 February evening during its 
current Vietnam tour. The audience included Hoang Tung, secretary of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee; Tran Van Phac, member of the 
CPV Central Committee and vice-minister of culture; and Ha Van Lau, vice- 
foreign minister. Also present were Ambassador B. Nu Chaplin and his wife 
and staff members of the Soviet Embassy, and Soviet specialists working in 
Vietnam. [Text] [OW081449 Hanoi VNA in English 1442 GMT 8 Feb 84) 


SPRING FESTIVAL GREETINGS--Dear listeners, another spring season has arrived. 
At this time, when the Vietnamese people are celebrating their traditional Tet 
festival, we would like to extend to you our festive greetings and express 

the hope that you share with us and the Vietnamese people the happiness of Tet, 
as well as the happiness of scoring fresh successes in the construction and 
defense of the Vietnamese motherland. Our broadcasts over the past year have 
been welcomed by friends near and far. We wish to express our heartfelt 
thanks to our listeners and we pledge to make still greater efforts to better 
serve you in the coming year. Please continue to tune in to this station 

and enjoy our programs. [Text] [0W021800 Hanoi International Service in 
Mandarin 1130 GMT 2 Feb 84] 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


ARTICLE URGES INCREASED MILITANCY ON PART OF YOUTH UNION 
Hanoi THANH NIEN in Vietnamese Nov 83 pp 14-16 


[Article by Hoang Ngoc Ha: "Youths and the Struggle Between Capitalism and 
Socialism in Hanoi" ] 


[Text] Since the start of 1983, Hanoi has conducted numerous campaigns to 
restore socialist discipline in a determined effort to combat the negative 
phenomena that are impeding socialist construction within the capital. 


In order to build a shock force to take the lead and serve as the nucleus in 
the struggle of the people, the municipal party committee decided to establish 
an alliance of four forces, the public security sector, the army, the Youth 
Union and the Trade Union, and set forth a program for coordinating their 
activities in order to launch concerted attacks designed to restore social 
discipline in such areas of primary importance as the struggle against the 
theft of electricity and vandalism against electrical equipment, the struggle 
to enforce industrial and commercial tax regulations, the struggle against 
persons who have purchased or constructed expensive homes through illegally 
acquired gains and the struggle against gangsters, hoodlums and thieves. It 
is now launching struggles to restore and establish the civilized style of 
life, sweep away the poisons of the reactionary, decadent culture and so 
forth. 


In these struggles, the forces of youths have truly played the shock role by 
taking the lead at places where the difficulties are the greatest and have 
grown, both in terms of the organization of their forces and their socialist 
awareness. From the realities of the activities that have been conducted in 
recent months, it is possible to draw a number of conclusions concerning the 
role of youths in these struggles. 


I. The Essential Need To Gain the Pariicipation of Youths in the Struggle 
Between the Two Ways of Life 


Today's generation of youth in Hanoi was born and grew up after the capital 
completed the transformation of the exploiting classes, consequently, they are 
usually only slightly concerned with the issue of class struggle. At present, 
in Hanoi, although it has been liberated for 29 years, we are still in the 
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initial stage of the period of transition to socialism, the stage during which 
the struggle between capitalism and socialism is sharpest and most decisive. 
Persons who are becoming wealthy by illegal means are raising their heads 
again and becoming the new bourgeoisie. These persons not only exploit honest 
people, but also undermine and sabotage production and disrupt the socialist 
market (this is not to mention that they are also the base of support of the 
enemy's sabotaging of our economy and import, through smuggling routes, 
reactionary and decadent cultural materials that corrupt the young 
generation). 


As the youths of Hanoi have grown up amidst the care and education of the 
school, of the Youth Union and the Teenagers’ Unit, they have generally only 
participated in the activities of their mass organization, academic life and 
social activities and have not been concerned with the very decisive struggle 
to resolve the question of “who triumphs over whom" which exists between 
capitalism and socialism. Unbiased and unaffected, they do not have an 
understanding of their role in this struggle and, it can be said, do not feel 
hatred toward this newly emerged stratum of exploiters and are not vigilant 
against their methods. 


These exploiters, who might have emerged as a result of lax market management 
and weaknesses in our management of production, have been stealing property of 
the state with the help of some degenerate and deviant cadres and workers and 
use hoodlums and peddiers as lackeys in their activities. It can be said that 
the birth of the “new bourgeoisie” represents the emergence of an entire 
network of socio-economic saboteurs. 


Prior to now, the Youth Union did not have a clear understanding of its shock 
role in the struggle against these persons, consequently, it did not organize 
militant forces in order to be able to wage an effective and strong struggle. 
On the other hand, the Youth Union has, at certain times and places, given 
light attention to teaching youths about the sharp nature of the struggle 
between the two ways of life ard has, instead, only given youths a_ general 
education in socialism. As a result, we allowed the lifestyle and raison 
d'etre of youths to develop in many incorrect directions for quite a _ long 
period of time. 


Since the adoption of Political Bureau Resolution 08 on “the work of the 
capital Hanoi,” continuous struggles have been launched, struggles that have 
been led by the municipal party committee and organized by the municipal 
people's committee, and the Youth Union has organized its forces in order to 
gain the participation of youths in these struggles. Asa result, a new 
spirit has arisen within the youth movement, a spirit which, although only in 
the initial stage, has created a new trend in the political thinking of the 
capital's youths and had the effect of heightening the militancy of the 
Communist Youth Union organization. 


II. Heightening the Militancy of the Communist Youth Union Organization in 
the Present Stage 


One of the functions of the Youth Union is to serve as the “Revolutionary 
Shock Unit of the Party"; therefore, the Youth Union organization must, in 
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every period, always be the shock force. In the fight against the United 
States, the “three readies” movement mobilized millions of youths to fight the 
enemy and defend the country. 


Thus, in the present work of socialist construction, how will youths mobilize 
their forces in this new struggle? 


This fight is not only a decisive and intense fight, it is also extremely 
complex because the enemy is not encountered in battles or on battle lines and 
because the methods of sabotage that they employ are sophisticated. 
Therefore, heightening the militancy of the Youth Union organization at this 
time is a matter that must be scientifically studied. We must have a firm 
gasp of the laws involved in the economic struggle and keep abreast of the 
changes and attitudes of today's youths. Through the realities of the 
struggle over the past several months, good methods of operating have emerged 
at a number of Youth Union basic organizations, methods that open new horizons 
and can be considered for adoption as modes of operation of the Youth Union in 
this struggle. 


1. The Youth Union's teaching of ideology must constitute a struggle to 
clearly delineate between socialist thinking and non-socialist ideological 
tendencies; in particular, a decisive struggle must be waged against bourgeois 
ideology. 


--During the past several years, some youths have been poisoned by the 
pragmatic style of life and adopted material pleasures as their raison d'etre, 
as a result of which they “worship money"; although these youths are few in 
number they are arrogant and brag about how much money they have, about how 
clever they are, consequently, they have caused some youths to be unable to 
distinguish between the legitimate way of life of honest persons and the 
lifestyle of dishonest persons, as 4 result of which unethical behavior has 
been on the rise and many very serious cases have occurred. 


However, deserving of thought is the fact that in the activities of the Youth 
Union chapters, these matters have not been raised for discussion nor have 
they been raised for the purpose of struggling against these harmful kinds of 
thinking. The Youth Union's teaching of politics and ideology still falls far 
short of the requirements of this class struggle. 


Recently, several colleges he students participate in the struggle to enforce 
industrial and commercial tax regulations and then he!d symposiums on the 
subject “How Are the Illegal Methods Employed by Dishonest Merchants To 
Acquire Wealth Sabotaging Our Economy?" 


A number of colleges and middle schools, although they lack the conditions 
needed to have their students directly participate in the struggle, have 
organized the readin» of newspapers in order to keep abreast of the various 
Struggles being weed and have debated the subject "What Is a Dishonest 
Lifestyle, What Is « ‘egitimate Lifestyle?" 


In a number of subwards where certain families had their houses confiscated 
because they were acquired through illegally gained funds, Youth Union 
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chapters have invited Youth Union members of these families to join them in 
discussing the subject "What Is a Legitimate Lifestyle?” And, these youths 
have come to see that the steps taken by the government have been reasonable 
and fair. 


Generally speaking, although there are a number of similar good practices, 
very many Youth Union chapters do not see the need to educate youths and raise 
their socialist awareness through the struggle and some places have even 
allowed the reactionary arguments of the enemy to attack this policy of the 
party. Many Youth Union chapters continue to be indifferent and unconcerned 
and have not vigorously refuted the distortions voiced by the enemy, 
consequently, the Youth Union members and youths at these places do not have 
an understanding of their responsibility in this struggle. 


In this stage of the transition to socialism, the struggle to establish 
socialist ideology is an extremely important premise to launching a movement 
of strong and voluntary struggle by the masses and only when this mass 
movement has been launched, is it possible to win a solid victory for 
socialism, because, “the revolution is the undertaking of the masses" and the 
forces of youths are always the shock unit. 


2. Only by organizing the forces of youths into a tightly organized corps is 
it possible for them to participate in the struggle. 


Once we have come to the realization that the struggle between capitalism and 
socialism is a very sharp and long struggle, we must, at the same time, 
understand that to participate in this fight, the Youth Union must be very 
tightly and very scientifically organized as this is the only way that it can 
fulfill its role as the “arm of the party" in the performance of this 
revolutionary task. 


The struggle in Hanoi has been and is focusing on restoring socialist economic 
order; however, in o:der to support this struggle, we must also endeavor to 
restore discipline in every aspect of social management. 


Each of these struggles demands a different tactic and a different form of 
combat organization. Therefore, the Youth Union must closely adhere to the 
policies of the Party Committee echelon and display great flexibility in how 
it organizes its corps so that it can effectively pasticipate in this fight. 


For example, in the fight against persons who steal electricity, the four 
forces have assigned security youths the specific responsibility of supporting 
public security forces by observing and assessing the situation and have given 
the public security forces the responsibility of formulating operational 
plans, electric power workers the responsibility of becoming well versed in 
the technology needed to perform the work of their occupation and the army the 
responsibility of conducting patrols and maintaining order in coordination 
with subward Youth Union chapters. In the struggle to enforce the industrial 
and commercial tax regulations, the Youth Union has assigned youths of the 
College of Economics and the College of Commerce the responsibility of 
participating in the tax computation and inventory teams; on the other hand, 
it has set up youth security unite in the subwards, which conduct patrols in 
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an effort to prevent dishonest merchants from hiding their property and 
removing contraband from their premises. 


In the struggle to rid ourselves of gangsters and hoodlums, the Youth Union 
must organize a widespread network to protect the safety of the public; at the 
same time, it must organize assault units to support public security forces in 
the systematic apprehension of these persons. 


It can be said that through this struggle we not only generate enthusiasm for 
struggle among youths, but also build a stronger and more solid Youth Union 
organization on the basic level. The more than 5,000 security youth unit 
members in all subwards, schools and enterprises are a truly militant force as 
well as the nucleus for building strong and solid basic Youth Union 
organizations. 


And, through this struggle, the cadres of the Youth Union have further 
improved their organizational skills. 


3. Using the struggle to improve the quality of Youth Union members and 
select a corps of Youth Union cadres that is truly the reserve force of the 
varty. 


The struggle between the two ways of life is not only a social struggle, it is 
also a struggle that occurs within each and every person. At times, everyone 
wavers, especially in the face of economic difficulties, and this leads to a 
failure to maintain a pure raison d'etre. 


But it is precisely in this struggle that many persons have come to realize 
who is good and who is bad, what is correct and what is incorrect, 
consequently, they have a clearer and more sincere attitude concerning the 
struggle being waged within themselves. The quality of Youth Union members is 
determined first by their political qualities. Therefore, gaining the 
participation of youths in this struggle not only heightens their awareness of 
socialism, but also improves their ability to struggle within themselves to 
act in accordance with socialist reason and results in the removal of bad 
persons and opportunists from the Communist Youth Union organization. 


Through this struggle, Youth Union cadres develop a greater will and 
determination to fight, acquire deeper knowledge of the economy and _ society 
and, on this basis, improve their capabilities in every respect: their 
ability to engage in "debate" in defense of the line and policies of the 
party, their ability to organize implementation and their ability to 
accurately evaluate youths. This is the way to train Youth Union cadres so 
that they become party cadres, become the persons who will carry on _ the 
revolutionary undertaking of the party. 


The struggle between capitalism and socialism is a long struggle that lasts 
for the entire period of transition, of which we are now only in the initial 
stage. Although the efforts that have been made have not brought about major 
changes and although the struggle itself has surged at times and declined at 
other times, has won victory at times but encountered difficulties at other 
times, the momentum is toward inevitable victory. 
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However, in order to truly be worthy of being the revolutionary shock force of 
the party, the Youth Union must further heighten the militancy of its 
organization. And, to do this, our Youth Union must conduct scientific 
research in youth proselyting and become more skilled in the science of 
economics; at the same time, it must select a corps of cadres who truly 
possess the will to fight and possess the qualifications needed to keep pace 
with the requirements of the revolution, a revolution which demands that 
youths be in the lead. 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


ACTIVITIES OF YOUTH INSPECTION UNIT IN BUON MA THUOT DESCRIBED 
Hanoi THANH NIEN in Vietnamese Nov 83 pp 19-21 


[Article by Le Binh: "The Shock Youth Units of Buon Ma Thuot City: a Vivid 
Expression of Social Activism"] 


[Text] Following liberation day, in order to make Buon Ma Thuot City worthy 
of being a political, cultural and economic center of Dac Lac Province, the 
provincial people's committee promulgated 25 regulations concerning order, 
security and the civilized lifestyle in Buon Ma Thuot City. The city party 
committee and the city people's committee provided guidance to the various 
departments and sectors and, in particular, boldly assigned the Youth Union 
the responsibility of serving as the shock force in propagandizing the 25 
regulations promulgated by the provincial party committee, agitating for their 
implementation and inspecting compliance with them. The city Youth Union 
realized that it would be difficult to achieve the desired results if it 
maintained the existing form of operation of the Red Flag Youth Unit. Because 
the Red Flag Youth Unit was limited by its function, the necessary work would 
be performed slowly or be thwarted by negative elements. Consequently, the 
city Youth Union boldly proposed a new form of organization, the Youth 
Inspection Unit. 


This unit consists of two forces: a specialized component that serves as the 
nucleus and a non-specialized component spread throughout the seven subwards 
within the city, the 13 villages in the outskirts of the city and the state 
agencies located within the city. 


The permanent component of the unit consists of 15 persons (the secretaries of 
basic Youth Union organizations and good Youth Union members). The unit has 
one chief in charge of overall operations (a member of the Executive Committee 
of the city Youth Union); one deputy chief who guides operations and one 
deputy chief in charge of organization, who is also the Youth Union chapter 
secretary of the unit. This component is divided into four teams (each of 
which has three members). 


The non-specialized component consists of 110 persons (47 party members, 19 
prospective party members and 44 outstanding Youth Union members). This 
component operates within and is the nucleus of the basic Youth Union 
organizations. 
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In order to establish the conditions needed for the unit to operate, the city 
government decided to allocate 04 funds to the permanent component (15 
persons) so that its members can live and work together. At the same time, it 
issued a notice to all departments, sectors and agencies within the _ sector 
defining the tasks, authority and operations of the Youth Inspection Unit in 
order to inform them of the need to competently support the Youth Inspection 
Unit so that it can complete its assigned tasks well. 


The city Youth Union, which has been directly involved in building and guiding 
the unit, has made appropriate investments in it; in addition to Son, the 
member of the executive committee who is in charge of the unit, the secretary 
has allocated one-third of his work time to observing and guiding the unit's 
operations and correcting mistakes. Especially deserving of attention is the 
way that the city Youth Union raised the matter: the Youth Inspection Unit 
must truly become a model of the new lifestyle within the city. As a result, 
everything from the selection of personnel to the building and forging of the 
unit has been guided by the city Youth Union (specifically: the members of 
the specialized component must be challenged for one-half year before they can 
be accepted into the unit; strict procedures must be followed in order for 
them to be accepted; and each person who is accepted takes an oath in front of 
the unit and is issued an Youth Inspection Unit membership card (the card 
bears the signature of the secretary of the city Youth Union and the signature 
of the city chairman). 


Before beginning their task, the specialized forces of the unit received one- 
half month of training in the Constitution, the 25 regulations of the province 
and a number of criminal laws. The non-specialized forces spent 5 days 
studying politics and the Constitution. Each month, the standing committee of 
the city Youth Union sets aside 3 days to provide training in current events 
and policies and teach fundamental lessons to each unit member. 


It can be said that the emergence of the Buon Ma Thuot City Youth Inspection 
Unit and the method of organization mentioned above are a new feature in the 
inspection activities of the city Youth Union. The way that this unit is 
organized insures that Youth Union cadres and members truly participate in the 
buildup of the unit and are responsible to it. Each Youth Union cadre who has 
become a member of the unit is also clearly aware of his responsibility and 
honor. 


The standing component of the Buon Ma Thuot City Youth Inspection Unit is 
centrally located. There, the unit assigns daily jobs in the morning (through 
the reading of a report), assigns tasks to each team and implements the 
guidance provided by the city party committee, the city Youth Union and the 
city people's committee. This office is where the Youth Union chapter 
conducts its activities and studies and the place where each activity of the 
unit is initiated. Each Sunday evening, the unit conducts a review, gains 
experience and selects outstanding unit members. These meetings are usually 
short (about 30 to 45 minutes) but of rather high quality. The criticism and 
opinions offered concerning unit members are very harsh but truly sincere. 
Each Saturday evening, the members of the unit view a film or participate in 
activities involving literature or art. As regards those members of the unit 
who are level II students, in addition to allowing them to work in shifts so 
that they can still spend the required amount of time at school, the unit has 
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also coordinated with teachers to provide tutors each week in order to not 
affect their education and reassure parents whose children have been selected 
for the youth inspection task. 


During the past year, the activities of the unit have coordinated the specific 
and the general, have gradually developed in depth. Tasks that are broad in 
scope and complex in nature are carried out in the form of campaigns, such as 
the "street cleaning campaign," the "direct traffic campaign,” the "campaign 
to get rid of reactionary and decadent magazines, books and music tapes," the 
“campaign to alleviate congestion along roadsides" and so forth, by the unit 
coordinating its permanent component with its basic component and with the 
mass of youths. For example, in the campaign to direct traffic at the 6-point 
intersection, the unit coordinated with 150 Red Star teenagers (on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays) and 50 level III students within the city (on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays), who took turns directing vehicular 
traffic, directing vehicles to parking spots and directing pedestrian traffic 
along roadsides. As a result of this regular and determined effort, the 
problem of chaotic traffic and frequent accidents at the city's 6-point 
intersection has been virtually resolved. 


In some campaigns, the unit has coordinated with the market management 
committee, the military police and the traffic police to inform anc remind 
the merchants engaged in barter along Y-jut Road (some persons were reminded 
as many as 10 times, but the members of the unit persevered). This "outdoor 
market" has now been eliminated. 


There have also been campaigns, such as the "clean streets" campaign, in which 
the unit has used the forces of its specialized teams. Teams inspected 
streets, teams went to each household to remind residents to put their trash 
in household trash cans at the stipulated places and teams went into agencies 
and collective housing areas to conduct inspections and remind persons about 
hanging their laundry in corridors to dry, about using water discarded in the 
streets, etc. The unit spent 2 or 3 days on each phase of this campaign. 
And, the requests of residents as well as agencies were recorded in the unit's 
work book. Wherever intentional non-compliance was encountered, unit members 
presented their identification cards and dealt with the matter in accordance 
with their authority. Asa result of the thorough method of working and the 
high sense of responsibility of the Youth Inspection Unit, the persistent 
problem of piles of trash lying around the city has been virtually resolved. 


Together with conducting activities in the form of campaigns, the unit has 
also invested in and assisted the establishment of the Youth Inspection Unit 
of the city's level III school. The school has more than 2,000 students but 
the educational activities and life at the school were marked by instability, 
security and order were not being maintained, hoodlums frequently entered the 
school to cause disruptions and so forth; however, within a short amount of 
time, the unit managed to establish a youth inspection network to guide and 
remind the students of the school and put their studies and daily activities 
on a regular basis. 


Having established a pilot project in the activity of the Youth Inspection 


Unit of the levei III school and in coordination with the city Youth Union, 
the unit has served as the nucleus in the establishment of six Youth 
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Inspection Units in the three subwards of Thong Nhat, Thanh Cong and Tu An and 
the three villages of Chu Ne, Ea Tu and Hoa Thang. 


Due to the effective role and activities of the Youth Inspection Unit, the 
city party committee and people's committee have also assigned many other jobs 
of a complex and difficult nature, such as coordinating with the functional 
agencies in combating negative phenomena internally and in society. In _ the 
new jobs that have been assigned to it, the permanent component of the unit 
has at times closely coordinated with the functional agencies in their 
performance; at other times, the unit has mobilized its entire membership plus 
the basic forces and basic level network of the unit to perform certain jobs 
together. The operational guideline of the unit is to graduaily develop its 
activities in depth. By means of “inserting” and "transplanting" unit members 
who do not mind working day and night, do not mind dangers and difficulties 
into installations, contacts have been established, very difficult cases of 
the city have been successfully uncovered and no one has yet to be "exposed." 
It can be said that the achievements that the unit has recorded in the 
forefront of the fight against negative phenomena, such as the fight against 
profiteering and smuggling, the suppression of thieves, the uncovering of 
prostitute rings and heroin dens, the "cutting" of the coffee smuggling route 
from Buon Ma Thuot City to Ho Chi Minh City and so forth, have been very 
large. As regards those youths that are the subjects of unit activities, the 
unit has sent 150 youths for re-education through labor, many of whom have now 
become good youths. 


In its one complete year of operating under its new organization and mode of 
activity and with the concern and close guidance of the city party committee 
and the city Youth Union, the Buon Ma Thuot City Youth Inspection Unit has 
overcome every difficulty and shortage, overcome complex problems and 
dangerous difficulties in its work, overcome weaknesses in the guidance of 
implementation and so forth and achieved very practical results in the 
implementation of the 25 regulations concerning order, security and the 
civilized lifestyle within the city. Each unit member as well as the entire 
unit has displayed the revolutionary-offensive will, displayed the high spirit 
of responsibility of a cadre and member of the Communist Youth Union. The 
entire unit was awarded a Certificate of Commendation by the city people's 
committee and a Letter of Commendation by the Dac Lac Provincial Public 
Security Service. Nearly 100 percent of the unit's members have received 
certificates and letters of commendation from the various levels of the city's 
government and mass organizations. 


The concrete activities of the Buon Ma Thuot City shock youth unit are a vivid 
expression of the social activism of the young. The activities of the unit 
also confirm: this is a form of organization that attracts active cadres and 
Youth Union members and draws the mass of youths into the work of establishing 
the new lifestyle and struggling against negative phenomena ina manner that 
yields high results. 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


EXPERIENCES IN BRINGING CATHOLIC YOUTHS INTO YOUTH UNION RELATED 
Hanoi THANH NIEN in Vietnamese Nov 83 pp 25-27 


[Article by Pham Ho Thu: "Rallying Youths Around the Youth Union in Catholic 
Areas" | 


[Text] At present, our country has about 8.3 million Catholics, nearly 1 
million of whom are youths and teenagers. Bringing these youths into the 
organizations of the Youth Union is a pressing requirement of the various 
levels of the Youth Union in Catholic areas. This not only serves to increase 
the strength of the Youth Union, ‘zt is also of major socio-political 
significance, especially against the background of the present sharp struggle 
to resolve the question of "who triumphs over whom" which exists between 
socialism and capitalism. 


Having studied and discussed the situation, we have found that more than a few 
Youth Union cadres in Catholic reas are still very confused about the methods 
and measures they should employ to bring Catholic youths into the Youth Union. 
In fact, it can be said that we do not have much experience in this work and 
the few good experiences that we have recorded have not been summarized or 
widely propagandized. 


In this article, we have presented several experiences that various localities 
have gained in their effort to bring Catholic youths into the Youth Union in 
the hope that we can initiate a widespread exchange of opinions with the Youth 
Union organizations in Catholic areas. 


Facts have shown that there are several captivating and spirited measures that 
can be employed to rally Catholic youths around the Youth Union organization. 


In Nghe Tinh Province, where there are 220,000 Catholics (about 8 percent of 
the population, 40,000 to 50,000 of whom are youths and teenagers), the Youth 
Union has adopted two guidelines for rallying Catholic youths: 


1. Rallying youths around the Youth Union within the productive labor 
movement, communist youth projects and the movement to become involved in 
science and technology and gradually influencing Catholic ycuths through these 
movements and projects. 
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2. Rallying Catholic youths through the culture, literature and art movement. 


These guidelines have been rather flexibly implemented in Cam Xuyen District, 
the model of the youth movement in Nghe Tinh in 1982. Concerning the work 
performed in Cam Xuyen, we have learned the following: Cam Xuyen has 27 
villages, 14 of which are Catholic villages in which 20,000 persons reside, 
5,000 of whom are youths and teenagers. How to rally youths, including 
Catholic youths, around the Youth Union has been one of the concerns of the 
Youth Union cadres of Cam Xuyen District for many years. The collective 
singing and dancing movement of the Youth Union arrived in Cam Xuyen at the 
right time and is developing along with the mass movement. “Let us begin by 
singing!"--this is one of the slogans that has been employed to rally the 
youths of Cam Xuyen (especially the youths within Catholic areas). In the 
space of only about 2 years (from late 1980 to 1982), the Cam Xuyen Youth 
Union, as a result of being given appropriate attention, receiving close 
guidance and adopting a concrete plan, initiated a collective singing and 
dancing movement among the youths of the entire district. In Cam Xuyen, 100 
percent of Youth Union members know collective dances and songs and 100 
percent of the basic Youth Union organizations have provided training and 
practice in the two traditional dances and six traditional songs of the Youth 
Union. In 1980, the Youth Union had 20 literature anc art units, 20 soccer 
units and one youth club; by 1982, it had established 48 literature and art 
units, 38 soccer units and 27 youth clubs in the 27 villages. 


Special attention has been given to developing the collective singing and 
dancing movement in Catholic areas, areas in which the activities of the Youth 
Union and the youth movement are still weak. It can be said that these 
activities have helped to satisfy the aspiration of more than a few Catholic 
youths to “escape” the four walls of the church and participate in the 
widespread activities of youths; at the same ime, the broad "mass" nature of 
these activities provide favorable conditious for them to display their 
capabilities in literature and art. Through these activities, their 
confidence in themselves becomes increasingly high as they participate in 
common activities and their complexes and feelings of inferiority gradually 
disappear. 


These activities can begin with collective songs that express love of the 
country and socialism and develop into artistic performances, into collective 
singing and dancing. 


Together with cultural, literary and art activities, there are also sport 
activities, which include spirited soccer and table tennis matches between 
basic units with the participation of more than a few Catholic youths. 


Having taken the first step to bridge the gap between the Youth Union and 
youths through songs and singing, the Cam Xuyen Youth Union then directed its 
attention toward gaining the participation of youths in the shock activities 
of the Youth Union in communist youth projects and quickly discovered that 
this is another good way to rally youths. A movement to build water 
conservancy projects was launched in Cam Xuyen in early 1982 in order to 
receive water from Ke Go. The Youth Union served as the shock force in this 
movement. The district constructed 68 water conservancy projects in 1982, in 
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which practically all of the participating forces were youths; included among 
these projects were "youth projects" undertaken by the Youth Union, such as 
project N211, which had the participation of 5,000 Youth Union members and 
youths (including 460 Catholic youths) and project N44 and project N2 which 
had the participation of thousands of other youths. At the youth worksites, 
the Youth Union organized emulation in labor and collective singing and 
dancing, accepted youths into the Youth Union and introduced outstanding Youth 
Union members to the party; hundreds of Catholic youths gained a better 
understanding of the Youth Union and have begun to grow closer to their 
collective and the organization of the young. 


Similar results were achieved when the Youth Union mobilized youths to carry 
out the "grain program" and take the lead in the other movements in the 
countryside, such as the movement to work under product contracts and deliver 
products to the state, etc. Youths at 68 cooperatives within the district 
accepted 822 hectares of “over and above contracts" fields and produced 8,200 
tons of grain over and above contracts in 1982. Youths have taken the lead in 
establishing 72 seed teams and units, 60 crop protection teams and 58 farm) and 
water conservancy units while working to maintain the collective management 
system. These efforts have not only heightened the prestige of the Youth 
Union, they have also satisfied the material interests of Youth Union members 
and youths, of young laborers, added to collective funds, created good 
conditions for the Youth Union to operate and, of no less importance, have 
brought Youth Union members and youths close to the Youth Union, to their 
collectives. These are needs in the rallying of youths around the Youth 
Union, especially Catholic youths. 


By means of interesting forms of activity, the Cam Xuyen Youth Union has 
brought to the Youth Union nearly 16,000 of 21,000 youths, including 3,000 
Catholic youths. This is a figure deserving of attention. And, the Cam Xuyen 
youth movement has also helped to confirm: Catholic youths, like all other 
Strata of youths, enjoy the singing movement and want to participate in 
movements, to come together and be organized in activities of the Youth Union. 


This detailed discussion of Cam Xuyen does not mean that Cam Xuyen's method is 
the best method to rally Catholic youths. Rather, we only want to introduce 
one mode of operation that is both effective and rather widespread at this 
time. Operating the same way or nearly the same way as Cam Xuyen in Nghe Tinh 
Province, many places have implemented these guidelines in their entirety or 
implemented them in a creative manner depending upon local characteristics. 
In the localities of the South where large number of Catholics reside, such as 
Ho Chi Minh City, Dong Nai, Hau Giang, Kien Giang, Quang Nam-Da Nang and so 
forth, the Youth Union has taken many steps to rally Catholic youths and 
gained their participation in the activities of the Vietnam Youth Federation. 
The basic Youth Union organizations of Ho Chi Minh City have gained the 
participation of many Catholic youths, including brothers and nuns who 
previously lived their lives within churches, in such social activities as 
artistic performances, in production cooperation teams, in the building of 
state farms, in the assault youth, etc. 


In Hai Hau District in Ha Nam Ninh Province, which is one of the localities 
with the largest Catholic population in the North (Catholics live in 39 of its 
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40 villages, 3 ot which are entirely Catholic and 20 of which have a 
population that is 60 percent or more Catholic), the Youth Union has gained 
much experience in mobilizing Catholic youths and gaining their participation 
in the activities of the Youth Union, of the locality, in general, especially 
the productive labor movement, the intensive cultivation of rice movement and 
the movement to establish a wholesome cultural life, thereby becoming a model 
of how to build the new countryside. In the two wars of resistance against 
France and the United States, nearly 30,000 youths from Hai Hau left to fight 
in defense of the fatherland; these youths constituted 11.6 percent of the 
population an’ Catholic youths constituted 9 percent, a rather representative 
figure. 

Together with rallying and organizing youths, in general, and Catholic youths 
in activities of the Youth Union, the My Duc District Youth Union in Ha Son 
Binh Province has also given its attention to organizing the study of 
philosophy (under the basic political program) by large numbers of Youth Union 
members and youths in order to improve their qualifications and heighten their 
awareness. This study has been coordinated with the activity programs of 
youths. in the movement to study philosophy, study politics and raise the 
awareness of youths in Xuy Xa (a village that has a rather well known Catholic 
parish) since 1981, nearly 100 percent of the village's basic Youth Union 
organizations have completed the study of the basic philosophy program through 
the two iessons “Historical Materialism" and "Dialectical Materialism." In 
their program of study, many basic Youth Union organizations have coordinated 
this study with an intensification of the emulation movement and initiated 
such practical revolutionary activity movements as accepting projects to open 
new iand to cultivation and build water conservancy projects, accepting high 
yield fieids, emulating in the delivery of products to the state, etc. Many 
Youth Union chapters, as a result of organizing good youth projects, have 
achieved high economic returns and built rather large Youth Union funds for 
use in their activities (for example, the Youth Union chapter of Noi Hamlet in 
Thuong Lam Village has established a fund of 15,000 to 16,000 dong). 


The several experiences described above that have been gained in localities in 
which we have had an opportunity to work and conduct research are not 
necessarily the best or most representative experiences; however, they have 
yielded practical, concrete returns because, above everything else, they 
involve the most important sentiments held by youths--by youths, in general, 
as well as Catholic youths: the desire to live a cheerful, optimistic and 
collective life; the desire to contribute one's energies and youth to the 
beloved fatherland, to noble goals and humanitarian values; and a constant eye 
toward the future. Collective singing and dancing help young people to first 
know themselves better and then gradually become an indispensable need, a need 
that leads them to becoming part of the collective and, oi this basis, to a 
Close association with Youth Union activities. Collective singing and dancing 
must be a more powerful attraction than the singing of serious hymns. In 
addition, gaining the participation of youths in revolutionary activities, in 
intense activities and youth projects that are of spirituai value and yield 
economic returns is an indispensable need. Youths--primarily young workers-- 
are more enthusiastic when they are performing a job of significance, 
especially when this job benefits their material interests and those .. their 
relatives and collective. Youths are also brought into a closer association 
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with their collective asa result of the benefits provice- to them by the 
collective. On the other hand, economic activities yield another significant 
result: building Youth Union funds. Youth Union funds must be confirmed as 
being one of the indispensable factors in supporting the movement, especially 
the movement within Catholic areas! 


The method of operation of the My Duc Youth Union has seemingly resolved a key 
problem: the problem of awareness. Because, in actuality, the issue of 
religion primarily involves the struggle between scientific materialism and 
mystical idealism. When they recognize scientific truth, youths are no longer 
influenced by idealism. This is a good method of operating. 


However, in our opinion, the basic organizations of the Youth Union should, in 
their effort to rally youths, coordinate the several methods of singing and 
dancing, organizing revolutionary activities that yield high economic returns 
and studying in order to raise the level of awareness. Catholic youths are 
youths just like every other stratum of youths; however, they are being drawn 
by different powers, consequently, it is even more necessary for the movement 
in Catholic areas to take into consideration the pervasive and ardent nature 
of these powers. 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE AND FINANCE 


HAIPHONG LEARNS FROM TAX-OOLLECTING TASK 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 12 Dec 83 p 2 


| Article by Minh Son: ''What Did Haiphong Find in Its Task of Collecting In- 
dustrial and Commercial Tax? "' | 


[Text] As of 18 November, the Municipality of Haiphong has completed col- 
lecting the 1983 industrial and commercial tax, which showed an increase of 
more than 70 percent over 1982. On the basis of actual business activities, 
from that day until the end of the year, the Haiphong tax sector has set the 
goal of collecting some additional 25 million dong and thus doubling the total 
tax collected last year. 


The reason why the tax collected had been raised to a considerably higher 
level was that the municipality was trying to carry out properly the many 
phases of propaganda and proselyting activities, control of business and deter- 
mination of turnovers and taxes to be paid by each household and individual. 
This was a fierce struggle between the two roads. A number of families doing 
large-scale business reacted to these activities by having recourse to such 
maneuvers as pretending to close their business or dragging their feet while 
refusing to pay taxes and finding some excuses to request reduction of taxes. 
Some stores deliberately raised prices or reduced the quality or specified 
quantities of their goods; this was true mostly in the case of food and beverage 
stores. A number of people who committed acts of violence against tax ca- 
dres, public security officers and local-administration cadres received se- 
vere punishment. 


In the face of complicated events, the Haiphong Municipal VCP Committee 

gave timely leadership to the tax sector for a close coordination with the basic- 
level administration and reliance on the masses to get to know the situation 

and to check anew all business households. Asa result, there was a real ba- 
sis for making adjustments to raise the turnover levels frorn 24 to 31 percent 
and to collect more than | million dong of additional taxes for the state. 
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Closely linking the collection of the industrial and commerciai tax with the 
fight against speculation and smuggling, the tax sector also coordinated its 
activities with other sectors concerned and discovered and handled 2,033 
cases of illega! production and business. Some cooperatives sold their prod- 
ucts valued at more than 6 million dong without going through the control of 
the organs in charge and state-operated commerce. Some people who pre- 
tended to act in the name of the state-operated commerce borrowed space in- 
side state organ headquarters to sell illegal goods. Quite a few others were 
dealing in strategic goods being under state management and in large quan- 
tities, such as materials, grain or precious forest products. On this occa- 
sion, the tax sector and public security force purged their own ranks and ei- 
ther prosecuted the people who had been corrupt and had received bribes or 
sent them away to be reformed. 


Generally speaking, the tax-collecting job was making progress but rather 
slowly. Haiphong, an important communications axis, in recent years had a 
fast development of production and industrial and commercial undertaking. 
According to incomplete data, it had nearly 20,000 business people but issued 
business registration certificates and made tax calculations for only more 
than half of them. Consequently, it failed to collect 15-20 percent of business 
tax and business income. This did not take into consideration the fact thata 
number of cadres in the municipality, wards, districts and subwards remain- 
ed rightist in conducting investigation and determined rather low turnover 
levels. Many of them had their wives and children and other relatives being 
engaged in business activities. 


Inspection and control in some localities remained superficial and were far 
from permanent and continuous. Whenever an inspection team came over, 

the people who had been doing illegal business temporarily stopped their activ- 
ities, but after the team was gone, things would return to what they had been 
before. The control over posting prices and selling at posted prices was very 
poor. Therefore, prices were far from stable and adversely affected the 
standard of living, mostly those who worked for wages. 


There were many reasons behind price increases: goods were scarce and did 
not satisfy the needs; the enemy was trying to sabotage; the collection of the 
industrial and commercial tax, the market management and the ability of the 
state -operated commerce to move forward remained weak. The socialist 
commercial units did not closely associate with one another, nor did they re- 
new in time the formulas for purchasing and controlling the sources of goods 
and for distribution. 


The negative aspects of the socialist cornmercial sector were still serious. 


The fact that market management was sometimes tight and sometimes loose 
allowed the free market to infringe on the organized market. 
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In some localities the fact that management was far from unified led to con- 
flict between subwards and the tax sections. A number of organs, enter- 
prises and handicrait proauction installations did not pay taxes promptly. 
Quite a few enterprises issued by themselves product consumption invoices 
and thus bypassed the control by the financial sector. 


While Haiphong was reorganizing the collection of the industrial and commer- 
cial tax, it had an opportunity to see other weak aspects of the socioeconomic 
management, which it is taking appropriate measures to overcome so as to 
stabilize the economic situation and the standard of living. 


5598 
CSO: 4209/129 


102 








ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE AND FINANCE 


READER COMPLAINS ABOUT A BICYCLE THAT NEVER COMES 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 12 Dec 83 p 2 


[| From Readers' Letters column by Tran Thi Oanh of Ha Tuyen: '''Just Wait, 
We'll Sell It to You When Bicycles Are Here'''] 


[Text] Early in 1983, the food store in Yen Son District (Ha Tuyen Province) 
announced the purchases of live hogs beyond the state plan, with bicycles to 
be had in exchange. Iam a cadre stationed in the district, seriously respond- 
ed to the announcement and sold to the store a hog weighing 95 kilograms at 
the price of 47 dong per kilogram (the market price was 70 dong) as I hoped 

to be able to buy a bicycle for my child to use to go to school. The hog was 
weighed in early March 1983, but I was waiting and waiting in vain for the 
store to announce the issuance of coupons for the purchase of bicycles. Every 
time I came to ask, the store cadre answered: ''Just wait, we'll sell it to you 
when bicycles are here.'' As I was tired of going back and forth and waiting, 
finally the stors said, ''We still do not have bicycles. If you want to have 
some cotton materials and bicycle sprocket wheels, you can have them, or 
else just wait!'' We reluctantly accepted the coupons that would allow us to 
buy 4 meters of cotton materials, a bicycle chain and 2 liters of kerosene. 
However, after we got the coupons, we had to go back and forth a few times 
and yet the goods so far have been unavailable. 


We propose that the commercial sector of Ha Tuyen Province let us buy bicy- 
cles as it has originally announced. If it has difficulties, it must explain very 
clearly to let the people know and sell them equivalent goods, but the sales 
must be on a timely basis. 
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AGRICULTURE 


THUAN HAI REPORTS EROSION OF AGRICULTURAL TAX BASE 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 30 Dec 83 p 2 


[Article by Dam Thanh, Thuan Hai Province: “Agricultural Tax Affairs in Thuan 
Hai" ] 


[Text] Together with implementing the new regulations on industrial and 
commercial taxes, the localities of Thuan Hai Province are urgently 
implementing the agricultural tax regulations. As of October, 1983, all 
districts and cities within the province had completed the formulation of new 
agricultural tax schedules for villages, subwards, cooperatives, production 
collectives, private households and state-operated units. The new tax 
schedules for 1983 are nearly 20 percent higher than the old tax schedules. 


The use of cropland in Thuan Hai as well as many other rural areas in the 
South still poses many rather complex problems due to the fact that cropland 
is being used not only by farmers, but by many other segments of the economy 
as well. A number of businesses in commerce in the cities, towns and coastal 
areas still rent cropland or work cropland themselves in the countryside. 
Many farm households in one village or district have cropland in another 
village or district. Some cropland was cleared or restored to production by 
private farmers following liberation day. Land used exclusively to raise 
long-term trees, fruit crops or livestock was previously not managed. These 
are major difficulties in the management of cropland. In addition, cropland 
has not been accurately resurveyed. Asa result, the amount of farmland has 
declined each year. According to figures left behind by the puppet 
government, Thuan Hai Province had a total of 128,000 hectares of farmland in 
1958; today, however, it has less than 80,000. 


In past years, the computation of agricultural taxes was inaccurate and not 
consistent with soil quality or the situation surrounding the production of 
each type crop. These difficulties caused the collection of agricultural 
taxes to fall short of quotas. The underpayment of taxes was still a serious 
problem... 


Realizing this situation, Thuan Hai Province conducted a land survey and took 
another inventory of its arable land; however, ideological and organizational 
work was not performed well, consequently, the inventory of cropland lacked 
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accuracy and many families failed to declare exactly how much cropland they 
had in order to evade agricultural taxes. 


In implementing this new regulation on agricultural taxes, Thuan Hai Province 
has guided the various levels in organizing the study of the regulation so 
that everyone who uses cropland fully understands the requirements of the 
regulation and the obligation of each person to pay his agricultural taxes in 
full. 


Thuan Hai has taken inventory of all the cropland within the province. It 
began by having each district conduct a pilot project within one village to 
gain experience and, on this basis, determine whether the amount of cropland 
within the locality had increased or decreased. 


Ninh Phuoc District conducted a pilot project in the inventory of cropland in 
Phuoc Son Village. The survey revealed that this village had more than 412 
hectares that were not being managed and on which agricultural taxes were not 
being paid. The various localities of the province then launched a campaign 
to have the people redeclare how much cropland they have. Many families in 
the cities and towns who rent cropland and farmers who have cropland at other 
places also redeclared their holdings. Asa result, Ninh Hai District found 
that its cropland had increased by 335 hectares. Duc Linh District recorded 
an increase of 760 hectares. Some 120 households in Ham Thuan Nam District 
reported to the government that they were farming 31 hectares of cropland that 
had previously been undeclared. Although it was not truly complete or 
accurate, the province-wide inventory did bring an additional 3,588 hectares 
of cropland under tax management. 


In contrast to the previous way that cropland was classified, fields are now 
rated on the basis of soil fertility and the yield and output value of the 
different crops being raised. For example, land under the cultivation of 
subsidiary food crops or annual industrial crops produces a high income but 
was previously classified as poor soil. The classification of cropland for 
tax purposes has been carried out in exact accordance with state regulations. 


As a result of taking another inventory of arable land and classifying fields, 
Thuan Hai collected 22,210 tons of paddy in agricultural taxes in 1983, an 
increase of nearly 20 percent compared to the previous level. 


However, Thuan Hai is still experiencing an underpayment of taxes despite the 
first phase of investigations to establish the new agricultural tax schedules. 
As regards the amount of land being farmed, the land on which taxes are now 
assessed equals only 60 percent of the land represented in the old data and 
only 70 percent of the land represented in 1980 data. This is because many 
private farm households still have not declared all the land that they are now 
farming. Units, state farms, stations and other farms that use agricultural 
land have not declared the land put under their management by the state or not 
declared all of this land. The classification of land for tax purposes is 
also not truly consistent with reality. Class 1 land accounts for only 14 
percent of the province's cropland and classes 2 and 3 account for only 11 
percent; meanwhile, classes 5, 6 and 7 account for 75 percent of the total 
land on which taxes are assessed. 
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The serious underpayment of taxes resulting from the new tax schedules has 
been compounded by the fact that the amount of agricultural taxes collected 
has been low and failed to meet norms. From 1977 to 1982, only about 12,700 
tons were collected each year compared to a norm of roughly 20,000 tons, or 
less than 6 percent of output. 


In 1983, despite the adoption of the new tax rates, taxes have been collected 
slowly. As of 15 November, only 50 percent of the total tax had been 
collected. As of the 1983 summer-fall season, when the procurement of grain 
was about to conclude, only 70 percent of the temporary tax had been 
collected. Some districts, such as Ninh Son, Ham Tan and Tuy Phong, only 
collected 25 to 30 percent of the temporary tax during this year's summer-fall 
season. 


Thuan Hai is guiding its localities in re-examining the recently established 
tax schedules in order to combat the underpayment of taxes; on the other hand, 
it is guiding the districts and villages in taking determined steps to collect 
ell taxes that are due and endeavoring to meet the 1983 grain mobilization 
norm. 
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AGRICULTURE 


TENTH-MONTH RICE CROP YIELDS 5 TONS/HA IN MINH HAI 


Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 12 Dec 83 p 1 


[ VNA News Release: ''Minh Hai: Tenth-Month Rice Crop Yield Reaches 
5 Tons/Hectare" | 


[Text] By the end of November farmers in Minh Hai Province have com- 
pleted harvesting 80,000 hectares of the high-yielding tenth-month rice, with 
the average yield reaching 5 tons/hectare, or 2.2 tons higher than the yield 
of the main rice crop. Vinh My A Village (Vinh Loi District) which had 
planted the new variety in all of its tenth-month area obtained an average 
yield of 6 tons/hectare. Long Dien Dong C and Long Dien Dong A Villages 
(Gia Rai District) and Hung Thanh Village (Vinh Loi District), which had 
planted the new rice variety in 90 percent of their tenth-month areas, obtain- 
ed yields ranging from 5.2 to 5.5 tons per hectare. 


In the tenth-month season this year, as the warm weather lasted longer and 
there was a shortage of draft power, the agricultural sector had to mobilize 
state-operated and privately-owned tractors, draft animals and laborers for 
on-schedule planting. Minh Hai had planned an appropriate allocation of rice 
varieties for every type of soil. The high-yielding tenth-month rice variety 
was planted early to take advantage of the rains during the entire season. 


Last year the high-yielding tenth-month rice variety had been planted only in 
the high-lying land in such districts as Gia Rai, Vinh Loi and Phuoc Long and 
in the City of Bac Lieu. But this year, Minh Hai urged farmers to extend the 
areas for such a variety, which were increased eightfold compared to 1982, 
and to plant the new varieties like Nong Nghiep 4B and Nong Nghiep 5B. 


In the middle of the tenth-month season, as heavy rains covered the rice 
plants with water, the leafhoppers were multiplying. Farmers had to use 
every means to drain water, to get rid of the harmful insects and to step up 
caring for the rice plants. 
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AGRICULTURE 


PROGRESS IN MOBILIZING GRAIN FOR THE STATE REPORTED 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 12 Dec 83 p 1 


[ Article: ''Ha Son Binh: Early Completion of Grain-Mobilizing Task in the 
Tenth-Month Season, Overall Increase of 3.1 Percent Over 1982, Delivery of 
Nearly 800 Tons of Dried Sliced Manioc; Hanoi: Tu Liem District Completes 
Mobilization of 4,000 Tons of Paddy, Including 550 Tons of Glutinous Rice" ] 


[Text ! As of 9 December, Ha Son Binh Province has mobilized 35,000 tons 
of paddy, which was the total quantity of grain assigned by the central admin- 
istration to be mobilized in the tenth-month season. That figure includes 
13,262 tons of obligation paddy, or 102.3 percent of the obligation paddy goal 
set for the tenth-month season, and 21,738 tons of nonobligation paddy, or 
100.1 percent of the goal. The province has totally fulfilled the assigned 
goals of collecting agricultural taxes in accordance with the new regulation 
and making purchases in accordance with two-way economic contracts signed 
with farmers. This is the sixth season since paddy contracts were signed 
with laborers that Ha Son Binh successively fulfilled early the assigned grain- 
mobilizing task. In this year's tenth-month season the task was fulfilled 26 
days earlier compared to the same season last year. With the grain that was 
mobilized in the fifth-month and spring season, in 1983 Ha Son Binh has mo- 
bilized 88,006 tons of paddy, or an increase of 3.1 percent over 1982. This is 
the highest volume of grain mobilized by Ha Son Binh in any year so far. 


So far 9 districts and 150 cooperatives in the province have fulfilled the as- 
signed goal of delivering grain to granaries. Chuong My District is the unit 
that has fulfilled this goal at the earliest time, with the volume of grain de- 
livered exceeding the plan goal by 24 percent. Phu Xuyen District has deliv- 
ered the largest volusne in the province: 5, 109 tons. 


Due to a shortage of materials and goods used for purchasing nonobligation 
grain, Ha Son Binh succeeded in urging farmers to sell more than 6,000 tons 
of paddy to the state and to wait for later delivery of materials and goods. 
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Along with mobilizing paddy Ha Son Binh was also paying attention to purchas- 
ing subsidiary food crops. It has mobilized nearly 800 tons of dried sliced 
manioc. 


As of 7 December, Hanoi has fulfilled only 55.69 percent of the grain- 
mobilizing goal set in its tenth-month season plan. Compared to the pace of 
harvest, the mobilizing job was slow as only 5! of the municipality's 320 co- 
Operatives have acquired the total volume of mobilized grain in the tenth- 
month season. Five of 12 rural districts and cities have fulfilled 50 percent 
of the assigned goals: Dong Anh, Tu Liem, Gia Lam and Dan Phuong. 


Tu Liem District alone was moving forward very quickly in this tenth-month 
season: on 8 December it completed the mobilizing job by having a total of 
4,000 tons of paddy, including 550 tons of glutinous rice, and was thus at the 
lead in the municipality. Although the average yield of its tenth-month rice 
crop was only 25.4 quintals/hectare, with a drop of 50 percent of the yield in 
more than 540 hectares and with no harvest in 17 hectares because of storms 
and flood, the cadres and people in the district were still upholding the spirit 
of properly and fully fulfilling their obligation to the state. Many cooperatives 
like Xuan Phuong, Xuan Dinh, Dong Ngac, Phu Dien, Minh Khai, Thuong Cat, 
Trung Van, etc. fulfilled early their grain-mobilizing task. Three coopera- 
tives -- Trung Hoa, Xuan Phuong and Xuan Dinh -- exceeded their delivery 
goals by 20-50 tons of glutinous rice being put into granaries. I» addition to 
the results of the grain-mobilizing task, Tu Liem District is strengthening 
leadership and control of grain distribution among cooperative members and 
of various accumulation funds in the cooperatives, maintaining strict manage- 
ment of market and prices and putting aside more paddy to buy public bonds 
for construction of the fatherland. 
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AGRICULTURE 


HAU GIANG PROVINCE EXCEEDS GRAIN MOBILIZATION QUOTA 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 30 Dec 83 p 2 


[Article by Le Thanh Nhan, deputy secretary of the Hau Giang Provincial Party 
Committee: "An Achievement, a Good Experience: Hau Giang Province Mobilizes 
340,000 Tons of Grain in 1983"] 


[Text] Hau Giang Province's mobilization of grain in 1983 was a success in 
every respect. More grain was mobilized than in any year since the liberation 
of the South. 


The total quantity of grain mobilized during the year amounted to 340,000 tons 
of rice, 5,000 tons above the plan norm assigned by the central level, 335,000 
tons, and 80,000 tons more (a 30.8 percent increase) than in 1982, the 
province's previous record year. Compared to previous years, good results 
have been achieved in the collection of taxes, the repayment of debts owed for 
plowing, the delivery of materials under two-way economic contracts and the 
procurement of surplus rice from farmers. One hundred percent of the 
agricultural taxes due on land under the cultivation of rice was collected 
(79,000 tons). Some 290,000 tons of high quality rice were promptly delivered 
to the central level, thus completing 100 percent of the plan quota. Much 
progress has been made in implementing the various policies that pertain to 
the mobilization of grain. Generally speaking, the number of localities 
within the province that have done a good job of mobilizing grain has 
increased and practically all production collectives and agricultural 
cooperatives have done well in this regard; the number of weak and deficient 
installations has declined. 


Much progress has been made in coordinating the various sectors in the 
collection, storage, handling and shipping of grain and in the management of 
market prices at places where grain is produced and places where grain is 
distributed (the cities and town), thus limiting the rate of loss and waste 
and preventing major disruptions in grain prices on the province's market. In 
contrast to previous years, the provincial party committee did not put the 
majority of the cadres of the different levels and sectors directly in charge 
of the mobilization of grain; each level, each sector and the various mass 
organizations, depending upon their function, supported the mobilization of 
grain well and combined their forces at the various times that grain was being 
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mobilized. Many localities combined the building and strengthening of the 
party organization, government, agencies and mass organizations with the grain 
mobilization process. 


The result that was achieved originated in the correct leadership that has 
been provided by the central level, leadership that has been most clearly 
embodied in Political Bureau directive number 11/CTIW, which directs the 
efforts of the entire country toward achieving self-sufficiency in grain. The 
central level gave more of its attention to guiding the implementation of the 
policy on the procurement of grain and the supplying of materials (especially 
fertilizer), thereby meeting the requirements involved in developing grain 
production. 


The provincial party committee and people's committee have attached importance 
to guiding the development of agricultural production in every respect, the 
focal point of which is the production of grain and food products. Intensive 
cultivation and multicropping have been promoted in order to raise crop 
yields; science and technology have been applied in agricultural production; 
and the production of high yield rice has been expanded in all three seasons, 
that is, the 10th month season, the winter-spring season and the summer-fall 
season in all areas of the province, thereby creating a large quantity of 
commodity grain and facilitating the mobilization of grain. Progress was made 
in agricultural transformation within the province, as a result of which the 
superiority of collective production over private production has been more 
clearly defined and the confidence of the masses has been strengthened. In 
the guidance it provided, the province focused its efforts on rapidly and 
systematically collecting grain in rice growing areas that recorded a high 
output and produced a large quantity of commodity grain. It attached 
importance to the collection of taxes, the repayment of debts for materials 
provided under two-way economic contracts and the stabilization of the 
procedures involved in the procurement of surplus rice at incentive prices 
while being determined not to sell additional goods as bonuses, a practice 
which actually raises prices, disrupts prices on the market and opens 
loopholes for private merchants. In addition, it promptly initiated a policy 
of procuring summer-fall rice during periods of continuous rain and making 
reasonable deductions for moisture content, which helped farmers with some of 
their difficulties and did not harm the interests of the state. 


The efforts made by the party organizations on the various levels, by the 
sectors and mass organizations of the province, especially the grain 
mobilization committee, the grain sector and the finance sector, made a very 
large contribution to the achievement recorded by the province in its 
mobilization of grain. Practically all cadres and party members displayed an 
exemplary spirit when fulfilling their grain obligation; collective farmers, 
production collectives, agricultural cooperatives and practically all farmers 
who are still engaged in private production attached importance to paying 
their agricultural taxes, repaying debts for materials received under two-way 
contracts and selling surplus grain to the state at a time when the 
procurement prices of the state were often rather far below free market 
prices. 
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Adopting the correct policy, organizing its successful implementation and 
coordinating the exemplary-vanguard role of cadres and party members with the 
revolutionary spirit and patriotism of the masses are the factors that 
determine success in the implementation of each line, position and policy of 
the party and state. 


However, there were still some important shortcomings in the mobilization of 
grain by Hau Giang Province in 1983: although the total quantity of grain 
mobilized was higher than in previous years, the province still failed to 
control the vast majority of grain, consequently, the achievement it recorded 
was limited. At some places, the lack of thorough, timely guidance allowed 
grain to slip from the province's control during times when grain was being 
mobilized (the winter-spring season and the early summer-fall season). 


The collection of taxes (especially taxes on gardens and slash and burn 
fields), the collection of overdue taxes and the collection of debts fcr 
materials received under two-way contracts fell short of 100 percent success. 
Many places failed to thoroughly prepare such necessary items as drying yards, 
granaries, rice mills, bags, goods, money and so forth, as a result of which 
they frequently affected the mobilization of grain; in some localities, 
negative phenomena and authoritarianism were not reduced by much. A number of 
cases involving the loss of money, goods and grain still occurred. The 
organization of the grain sector is still weak at many places. 


In the spirit of "struggling along with and for the sake of the entire country 
to achieve self-sufficiency in grain" and with the sense of responsibility of 
one of the provinces of the Mekong Delta, a delta whose grain production 
potentials are large, Hau Giang is determined to develop upon’ the 
achievements, strongpoints and experiences gained in the mobilization of grain 
in 1983, make every effort to correct its shortcomings and excellent complete 
the province's 1984 grain task: mobilizing from 400,000 to 420,000 tons of 
rice, including 100,000 tons of rice in payment of agricultural taxes. 
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AGRICULTURE 


PEANUT, SUGARCANE PRODUCTION INCREASED 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 29 Dec 83 pp 1, 4 


[Article: “Agriculture in 1983: Cultivation of Peanuts Increased by 8 
Percent, Sugarcane by 11 Percent and Tobacco by 13 Percent Compared to Last 
Year; Many New Factors Emerge in the Development of Annual Industrial Crop 
Production in the Various Production Areas" ] 


[Text] In 1983, localities overcame their difficulties with the weather, with 
supplies and so forth to increase the production of the various types of 
annual industrial crops. 


Peanuts are a traditional crop that is easily cultivated, has few pests, is 
easily processed, is of high export value and is being raised by many 
localities on many different types of soil. According to initial data, the 
amount of area under the cultivation of peanuts throughout the country equals 
about 97.5 percent of the plan quota and represents an 8 percent increase over 
last year. Due to the prolonged drought, this year's peanut yield was 0.3 
quintal per hectare lower than last year's. The provinces of the North have 
recorded a peanut yield of about 9.2 quintals, 1.3 quintals below the plan 
quota; the southern provinces have averaged from 1l to 12 quintals per 
hectare, an increase of 1 to 2 quintals compared to the plan quota. Many 
peanuts are grown in the spring on different types of specially fertilized 
soil or on silt fields in order to enable the rotation cultivation of other 
crops. In addition to the area in which soil is especially suited to peanuts, 
Nghe Tinh Province has expanded the cultivation of peanuts in areas of coastal 
sandy soil and on hillsides and now leads the provinces of the North in the 
amount of area under the cultivation of peanuts with nearly 17,000 hectares. 
Ha Bac Province has planted approximately 6,300 hectares of peanuts, 5,400 
hectares of which are spring peanuts and nearly 900 hectares of which are fall 
peanuts. As a result of planting its crops early under a rotation cultivation 
formula of spring peanuts plus early 10th month rice plus winter sweet 
potatoes, the spring peanut yield of Ha Bac averaged 4.5 to 5 quintals per 
hectare. 


The southern provinces are expanding their peanut production and practicing 


good intensive cultivation. Many localities have recorded high yields. The 
districts of Trang Bang and Hoa Thanh in Tay Ninh Province and Duc Hoa and Duc 
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Hue in Long An Province have recorded average yields of 12 quintals per 
hectare, with some places recording yields of 15 to 16 quintals per hectare. 


The weather during this year's winter-spring season in the North was 
unfavorable but the various localities still managed to plant about 42,500 
hectares of soybeans, 56.6 percent of the plan quota and more than 10,000 
hectares less than last year; these 42,500 hectares consisted of 3,500 
hectares of winter soybeans, 21,000 hectares of spring soybeans and 18,000 
hectares of summer soybeans. By changing the allocation of crops and 
implementing systems of rotation cultivation and companion cropping suited to 
each area and each type of soil in coordination with utilizing new varieties, 
the amount of area under the cultivation of soybeans has continued to be 
expanded. The mountain provinces of Ha Tuyen, Hoang Lien Son, Lang Son and so 
forth used land that lies fallow during the spring to plant spring soybeans. 
Ha Tuyen planted 1,100 more hectares of spring soybeans than last year using 
the new variety DT-74; Son Duong, Yen Son and Chiem Hoa Districts have 
recorded average spring soybean yields of 6 to 8 quintals per hectare. The 
lowland districts in Hai Hung, Ha Bac, Thai Binh and Ha Nam Ninh Provinces 
have raised an additional crop of spring soybeans on land used to raise 10th 
month rice seedlings or as a companion crop with other crops and annual 
industrial crops. 


By making widespread use of such short-term soybean varieties as Lo, Luc Ngan 
Cuc and so forth, together with preparing draft power and fertilizer, zoning 
areas for the cultivation of soybeans and so forth, Ha Bac Province was able 
to rapidly increase the production of summer soybeans on two rice crop fields. 
Tenth month rice yields on rice fields planted with an additional crop of 
soybeans have been 15 to 20 percent higher than on fields not planted with 
soybeans. This year, the province planted more than 5,000 hectares of summer 
soybeans, a 600 hectare increase compared to last year, recording an average 
yield of 6.5 to 7 quintals per hectare; it fulfilled its obligation and sold 
more than 900 tons to the state at negotiated prices. 


The southern provinces have planted a rather large amount of soybeans, 
completing about 64 percent of their plan quota but falling short of last 
year's production by more than 2,000 hectares; 8,000 hectares of spring 
soybeans produced an average yield of nearly 10 quintals per hectare. The 
provinces of the Mekong Delta have strongly developed the production of summer 
soybeans on nearly 9,000 hectares of two rice crop fields, a 2,000 hectare 
increase compared to last year; most soybeans are raised in An Giang Province, 
Tien Giang Province, Hau Giang Province and Dong Thap Province. The area 
under soybean cultivation in An Giang has increased 8.7 times compared to last 
year, with an average yield of 15 quintals per hectare; Tien Giang's 
production has increased five-fold and Hau Giang's four-fold compared to last 
year, with average yields of 12 quintals per hectare. About 20,000 hectares 
were under the cultivation of summer-fall soybeans in the provinces of Dong 
Nai and Minh Hai. An Nhon District in Nghia Binh Province has expanded summer 
soybean production on one rice crop plus one subsidiary food crop fields and 
on two rice crop fields. 


This year, localities have concerned themselves with sugarcane and expanded 
sugarcane cultivation in all areas. Compared to 1982, both the amount of area 
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under sugarcane cultivation and sugarcane output have risen. The amcunt of 
area under cultivation has increased by 11 percent compared to last year; 
output has reached nearly 4.9 million tons, an increase of 428,000 tons 
compared to last year. 


At some places in the Mekong Delta, average yields of 50 to 60 tons of 
sugarcane per hectare have been recorded. The sugarcane area of the Van Diem 
Sugar Mill in Ha Son Binh Province has recorded a yield of 70 to 80 quintals 
of sugarcane per hectare. Generally speaking, sugarcane production is on the 
rise; if a good price policy is adopted and the necessary means of 
transportation are provided, the quantity of sugarcane procured can be such 
Sigher than present levels. 


One agricultural product of rather high export value is tobacco. This year, 
the country had 13 percent more land under the cultivation of tobacco than 
last year but tobacco yield declined by about 1.1 quintal. The localities 
have allocated the majority of their tobacco to the state, meeting nearly 99 
percent of their procurement plan quotas. Tobacco cultivation is being 
expanded in many areas of Thai Binh Province and Hanoi. 


In 1983, many good changes occurred in jute production throughout the country. 
Despite harsh weather, the country managed to plant about 25,000 hectares, 
83.83 percent of the plan quota and an increase of 7,900 hectares over last 
year. Output equalled 79.6 percent of the plan quota and increased by 27 
percent compared to last year. Deserving of attention is that as a result of 
implementing investment, pricing and procurement policies well, the area under 
the cultivation of jute in the provinces of the Mekong Delta increased by more 
than three times compared to last year. The provinces that raise much jute 
are: Long An: 3,49] hectares; An Giang: 1,700 hectares; and Hau Giang: 
nearly 2,700 hectares. 


7809 
CSO: 4209/153 


115 











AGRICULTURE 


NHAN DAN EDITORIAL ON PROBLEMS OF FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRY 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 29 Dec 83 p 1 


[Editorial: “Implementing the Resolution of the Sth Party Plenum: Developing 
the Processing Industry" ] 


[Text] The resolution of the Sth Party Plenum pointed out that under the 
socio-economic development task for the years ahead, we must continue to 
accelerate the development of agriculture in every respect, considering this 
to be the front of foremost importance; at the same time, we must make every 
effort to develop the agricultural product processing industry and the 
consumer goods industry in a manner closely linked to agriculture. 


During the past few years, on the basis of several new policies and by 
displaying self-reliance, many localities have begun to reallocate their 
crops, efficiently utilize their arable land and labor, accelerate 
agricultural production, develop livestock production and attach importance to 
industry. As a result, several new changes have occurred in the agricultural 
product processing industry. In 1983, the output of many products, such as 
sugar, tea, cigarettes, canned fruit, vegetable oil and so forth, rose 
compared to 1982. 


However, results have not been commensurate with the potentials that lie in 
our labor, arable land and available equipment or with the favorable climate 
that our country has for developing the production of many annual and 
perennial industrial crops. To date, crops that provide raw materials for the 
processing industry, such as sugarcane, tea, tobacco, peanuts, coconuts, fruit 
trees and so forth, have only been planted on about one-third of the land that 
we have surveyed and planned; at many processing plants, on both the central 
and local levels, only about 50 percent of the capacity of machinery and 
equipment is being utilized. From the perspective of raw material 
production, thie situation exists because each production area and the 
production of suitable industrial and food crops have not been planned in 
detail. Planning serves as the basis ‘or the adoption of appropriate 
investment policies designed to establish centralized, specialized growing 
areas that practice intensive cultivation and record high yields. In _ the 
processing industry, several processing plants were only recently constructed 
and their operations are not well coordinated. At plants that have been in 
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operation for many years, machinery is old and there is a shortage of spare 
parts. A number of policies regarding prices, the supplying of grain, 
materials, consumers goods and so forth do not provide incentive for those who 
produce and process food products. Some private production plants, especially 
in the South, have not been transformed or reorganized and are competing to 
buy raw materials and sell products on the free market, thus pushing prices 
upward and making it impossible to concentrate goods in the hands of the state 
in order to meet the needs of the plan and meet export needs. 


In keeping with the spirit of the resolution of the 5th Party Plenum, the 1984 
state plan and the 1985 targets for the production of primary products by the 
food products industry have been established as follows: sugar of all types: 
from 320,000 to 350,000 tons, a 35 percent increase compared to 1983; 
cigarettes: from 1.1 to 1.5 billion packs... In order to meet the norms that 
have been established, it is necessary to bring about strong changes in both 
the creation of sources of raw materials and in processing. Above everything 
else, we must zone raw material production areas for processing plants on both 
the central and local levels in order to make full use of existing production 
capacity. Once these areas have been zoned, we must adopt suitable and well 
coordinated investment policies (for the investment of fertilizer, pesticides, 
petroleum products and so forth) in order to create centralized areas that 
specialize in the production of industrial and food crops and gradually become 
closely linked to state-operated processing plants on the central or local 
level within industrial-agricultural federated enterprises. For many years, 
the various elements of the processing industry, from crop production to the 
procurement of raw materials and their processing, have not been centralized 
and localism continues to be a problem; the industry is decentralized at some 
places and tries to undertake too much at other places, consequently, we have 
not created favorable conditions for the food products industry to develop 
rapidly. Although the equipment capacity of state-operated processing plants 
is quite large, although their equipment is well matched and although they are 
located in the middle of large raw material production areas, they are 
prevented each year from using more of their capacity by a number of 
regulations concerning the division of echelons, the division of management 
responsibilities, the procurement of raw materials, two way trade, prices, 
procedures and so forth; meanwhile, raw materials are being decentralized 
among manually operated processing plants and falling into the hands of 
private merchants, productivity is low, costs are high and product quality 
cannot be assured. It has come time to establish unified, centralized 
management of the sources of agricultural raw materials and products, such as 
sugarcane, tea, fruit trees, oil bearing trees and so forth, so that these 
products can be supplied to processing plants, especially the large 
enterprises managed by the central level. 


The products of industrial crops are both seasonal raw materials for the 
processing industry and products that are directly consumed by the people. 
Therefore, we must adopt economic policies and measures that provide incentive 
for procuring the majority of raw materials for the processing industry while 
still meeting domestic consumer needs and export needs. The general principle 
underlying economic policies and measures is to insure that those persons who 
raise industrial crops and food products receive an income that is higher than 
or at least equal to the income earned by persons who raise grain. At _ the 
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same time, policies must be adopted that guarantee the revenue sources of 
local budgets and encourage localities to supply more raw materials than 
required under their plan norms. 


We must accelerate the construction of new processing plants that are now 
under construction and insure that their equipment is well matched so _ that 
they quickly achieve rated capacity when put into operation. At the same 
time, plans must be adopted for preparing for the construction of a number of 
processing plants in centralized raw material production areas and for making 
investments in depth in those plants that have the conditions needed to 
develop their production and business. It is necessary to quickly correct the 
problem of places that produce raw materials lacking processing plants and, 
conversely, the problem of processing plants not having an adequate supply of 
raw materials. In addition to centralized, specialized farming areas, the 
people of all localities must be encouraged to raise additional industrial 
crops that suit their land and climate, such as tea, sugarcane, peanuts and 
fruit, and process these products by manual and semi-mechanized methods in 
order to meet daily needs so that practically all of the products of 
processing plants can be delivered to the state to meet essential needs and 
export needs. 


The potentials for developing our country's industry are very large. The need 
of the people for industrial products is rising daily. The export market for 
processed agricultural products is quite large and relatively stable. These 
are very favorable conditions and premises for the agricultural product 
processing industry to expand its production and business. The processing 
industry must closely coordinate with related sectors and with the various 
localities in order to implement a good plan for developing production, a plan 
that encompasses everything from crop production to processing and truly 
provides for high yields, high quality and large returns. 
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LABOR 


HANOI SUBWARDS PRAISED FOR EMPLOYMENT EFFORTS 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 12 Dec 83 p 2 


[From Readers' Letters column by Pham Van Vinh of Hanoi: '' Finding Jobs 
for Laborers" | 


[Text] The subwards in the Municipality of Hanoi recently took many active 
measures to find jobs for laborers. Many subwards in Ba Dinh and Dong Da 
Wards brought young people into handicraft production installations to make 
consumer goods and export items. Hang Ma Subward (Hoan Kiem Ward) had 

a rather good solution as it took in 52 ex-convicts who had just returned to the 
locality after having served their terms in labor and reeducation camps. It 
arranged to have suitable jobs for the ones who had specialized occupations 
and had made progress in cooperatives and handicraft production teams. As 
for the 40 remaining people, it worked with the ward's People's Committee 
and sent them to the Thanh Cong Lake (Ba Dinh Ward) work site for digging 
and building foundation. Thanks to good and timely encouragement and admin- 
istrative measures coupled with political and ideological education and mate- 
rial benefits, they succeeded in boosting the volume of earth they worked from 
- 15 to .33 and then . 4 cubic meters per day (the norm at the work site was 

.3 cubic meters). Asa result, their income rose from 10 to 22 dong a day. 
They earned up to 50 dong a day and about 1,500 dong a month. They felt 
greatly encouraged. 


The achievement of Hang Ma and other subwards must be maintained, popular- 
ized and multiplied in many subwards and wards so as to make active contribu- 
tions to providing livelihood for those who are still jobless in the municipality 
and city. 


5598 
CSO: 4209/129 


119 














HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE 


ANSWER TO READERS EXPLAINS GRAIN DISTRIBUTION POLICY 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 12 Dec 83 p 2 
[ Article: ''About the Grain Distribution Policy and Procedures" | 


[Text ] Many readers have asked about the grain distribution procedures ap- 
plicable to students being the children of workers, cadres and civil servants 
of the state. The Ministry of Food Management and Distribution Department 
has the following answer: Article 11 of Circular 73 LT-PP of the Ministry of 
Food, issued on 22 September 1981, points out the case of the parents and 
children (called dependents for short) of a couple being both workers and civil 
servants of the state who are either old and disabled incapable of working or 
still under the working age and live totally or mainly on the wages of this cou- 
ple and in the same household, and who for some time have received grain 
supplied by the state, and the way to resolve the matter as follows: In the case 
the children of workers and civil servants who are of working age still go to 
general school, they continue to get grain until they finish the school level or 
quit school; in the case the children of workers and civil servants who have 
just graduated from school still wait for work assignment from the state, they 
continue to get grain during this waiting period at the rate of 13 kilograms per 
month (except the ones who have been assigned some work but have declined 
it; in their case, they can no longer get grain at the supply prices); in the case 
the dependents of workers and civil servants are in a special situation, which 
requires careful consideration in order to apply the policy sensibly and reason- 
ably, the people's committees of subwards and wards are responsible for in- 
vestigating and affirming such a situation and transferring the case to the 
grain service for consideration and submitting it to the provincial and munici- 
pal people's committees for final decision. 
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